
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The decision to never have a 
sexual relationship 

In the RC faith, priests, monks 
and nuns take a vow of celibacy. 
It is made as a positive choice of 
lifestyle in order to dedicate one’s 
life to the service of God 

 

God said to “be fruitful and multiply”, 
implying that having sexual relationships 
for the procreation of children is a good 

thing. 
Although Adam and Eve were the first 

‘couple’ and the first example of a 
relationship that the Bible gives us, 

Genesis does not tell us that they were 
married, only ‘partners’. Some people 

believe this to be a reasonable 
argument for being in a loving, 

committed relationship that includes 
sex. 

Hebrews 13:4     God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterous 

1 Corinthians 6:18      Flee from sexual 
immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against his 
own body. 

Genesis 2:24:    Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural contraception: This can include Natural Family Planning.  
This is when a person doesn’t have sex during the time of the  

month when they are most likely to become pregnant. Natural 
contraception also includes the Withdrawal Method, where the man 

‘pulls-out’ before he ejaculates. However this is an extremely 
unreliable method of contraception. 

Artificial contraception: These methods include the pill,  
injection or condom to prevent contraception. 

 

The Roman Catholic Church opposes artificial contraception. 
However, population growth is currently a debate throughout 
the planet, so some Catholics will consult their consciences when 
making a decision about using contraception 
 

Many Catholics also want to enjoy sex without the worry of 
having more children that they can’t look after or afford. 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas developed a theory on Natural Law, which  
many Catholics consult when making moral decisions. Aquinas said  

there are some fundamental laws laid down by God and are the  
basis of how human should live and carry out their  

lives. 

Contraception: Methods used to prevent a 
woman from becoming pregnant during or 

following sexual intercourse 
 

 

There are five primary precepts:  
Self-preservation/preservation of the innocent 
Continuation of the species through 

reproduction 
Education of children 
To live in society 
To worship God 

From these primary precepts, Aquinas set out secondary precepts 
that fulfil and maintain the primary precepts. For example, the second 
precept says that we should reproduce, therefore contraception is wrong 
as it would prevent reproduction. 

The Catholic Church takes an absolutist view of Aquinas’s  
Natural Law, meaning that the rules Aquinas laid down  
should always be followed. Therefore, contraception 
 should not be used as it goes against  
Natural Law. 

 

 

 

Natural Law is not an absolute set of laws, but a  
relative set of laws. God gave humans intelligence and 

creativity so that they can use their consciences to decide what 
is right in any given situation. There might be some situations 
where using contraception is the moral and responsible thing 
to do, e.g. where the parents already have children and cannot 
afford any more, or when considering global over-population. 

In addition, contraception doesn’t just prevent  
pregnancy, but the spread of STIs/STDs, so it is a  

good thing for this reason 

 

Contraception is allowed so that people can enjoy their  
lives and limit the size of families.  

 
Sex is regarded as an expression of human affection and love 
between two people and it has no religious or sacred aspect. 

 

Science should be used to improve the quality of life for human 
beings, therefore is the use of contraception limits the  

size of families and leads to an improvement in the  
quality of life it should be used. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Traditional Views of the Family 

Traditionally in Christianity, the man 
was responsible for providing for the family 
through work 

The mother was traditionally responsible 
for domestic life (everything to do with the 
home) 

The man used to be seen as the leader of 
the family. This is called patriarchy, which 
means a family or a society controlled by men 

 

Foundation for all human 
activity 

Where human relationships  
begin and develop 

Where the norms and values 
of  
society are lived out and practiced 

Where new generations are  
brought up into adulthood 

 

 

 

Changing Views 

Women and men are now seen as in a 
partnership in family life, with shared 
responsibilities 

Women sometimes choose to stay on at 
work and there might be a ‘house-husband’ 
nowadays. The number of ‘stay-at-home’ dads 
has doubled since 1993. The law is also changing 
to reflect this – in 2015 it became possible for 
men and women to share parental leave. 
Parents can decide who takes leave to look after 
the baby, rather than it  
automatically being the mother 

 

Nuclear 
Two parents and one or more children  
living in the same house 

Extended Family 
Number of adults and children who are related  
living in the same home, e.g. aunts, cousins etc. 

Reconstituted Family 
Divorced adults remarried or cohabiting and may 
include children from the new relationship. 

Single Parent Family 
One parent raising one or more children alone. 
Increased rates of divorce has led to more single-
parent families. 

Childless Family 
Married or cohabiting couple without  
children due to choice or inability 
     

 

The Worldwide Family 

-Everyone in the Christian faith is regarded as 
part of the worldwide family 
 
-Christians use the phrase ‘people of God’ for all 
Christians 
 
-Pope Francis said: 
 
“The family is the basis of human society. The 
role of the mother in passing on religious faith  

  
 

Family members can have the following roles: 

Caring for children 

Caring for other family members, e.g. 
elderly relatives 

Maintaining the family home 

Earning money to support the family 

Men and women both have important  
roles within the family, e.g. showing  
mutual respect and being role models  
for the children 

 

Religious belief is taught and learned in  
the home. Religious beliefs, practices and 
teachings are lived out in the home and 
young children learn by example 

It is a religious duty for parents to bring 
children up in faith and teach the values of 
the religion 

The Ten Commandments, and other 
basic values, are shared by all Christians 
(including Muslims and Jews). These values 
include: respect your parents, no murder, no  
adultery, etc 

 
 

Parents are expected to: 
Take their children to church 
Teach children how to read and understand 

the Bible 
Teach children how and when to pray 
Join in the celebration of festivals, e.g. 

Christmas and Easter 
Understand the importance of rites of 

passage, e.g. baptism and the Eucharist 
Many people today, e.g. Humanists, think that children should  

make up their own ideas about religion or that parents should not share 
their religious beliefs and faith with their children.  
Humanists believe all people should be able to make a  
free choice about accepting or rejecting religious beliefs 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the early Christian Church, the original 
disciples were all men 
 

Women are different to men and should not 
have authority over men: “A woman should learn 
in quietness and full submission. I do not permit 
a woman to teach or to assume authority over a 
man; she must be quiet.” 

 

 
 

 
Gender equality and the changing  

relationships between men and women is one of 
the most significant changes in society in recent 

times and across the world. 

In UK law, men and women have equal rights in  
employment. Discrimination on the basis of gender  
is illegal. The 2010 Equality Act simplified previous  

laws to protect people from discrimination. 

However, traditionally woman and men had  
different roles in religions, particularly in relation to  

their role in authority (leadership) and worship.  
These traditional roles have been debated in recent  

years as the role of women has changed in  
society to become more equal to  

that of men. 

 

Men and women can take up equal 
roles within leadership and worship 
 

32 female ministers were ordained in 
1994 and the first female bishop was 
ordained in 2014. Therefore women can 
become ministers and lead Christian 
congregations in worship 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury said 
that the Church was “entering a 
completely new phase of our existence” 
when the first female bishop was 
ordained 
 

However, there is still a huge 
imbalance between male and female 
bishops 

 
 

 
 

Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus, is one of the most  
iconic figures in the Catholic Church. She, above all 
others, was chosen by God: “Blessed are you amongst 
women.” 

Mary did her duty for her faith and bore God’s son, 
Jesus. She is portrayed as a caring mother: a role model 
for women everywhere.  

Mary is believed to be chosen, holy and pure 
(without sin). She is one of the only other Bible 
characters  
who was also assumed (bodily raised)  
into heaven. 

 

 

 
 

In Jesus’ time it was normal for men to take up positions 
of authority. Society is different now and women are more 
equal 

Jesus’ actions showed that he respected women and he 
had women amongst his closest followers, which would have 
been very unusual at the time 

In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus taught that 
you should not discriminate 

Humans are all “Created in the image of God”, so each 
human life is sacred and equal 

Gender is irrelevant, as long as you  
have faith in Jesus: 

“There is neither Jew nor  
Gentile, neither slave nor  
free, nor is there male and  
female, for you are all one  
in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:27-29) 

 

Women in the Roman Catholic Church can take up active roles in worship. They can become a 
nun or a ‘sister’, taking vows to dedicate their lives to God 

Women are equal members of the Church congregation, supporting the church in a number of 
ways, e.g. serving on church committees or helping ministers to lead worship 

However, women cannot be ordained (process of being given religious authority). Therefore,  
women cannot become priests in the RC Church 

Men and women are equal but they have different strengths and contributions to make to 
society. Men take more religious leadership roles, whilst women have an equally important role to 
play in their families and communities 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Commitment: A sense of dedication and obligation to someone or something 
 

Christian Attitudes to Marriage: 
Marriage is the basis of family life. It is regarded as: 

God-given 
The best basis for creating an environment  

into which children should be born 
A lifelong commitment  
A wedding ceremony is an important rite of  

passage in many religious traditions. It is a  
celebration that recognises the importance  
of marriage and it includes rituals and symbolism,  
which often reflect the purpose of marriage. 

For Christians, marriage is: 

A gift given to humanity by God 

A Sacrament – an important rite of passage 

‘Ordained by God’, as stated in the Christian marriage service, meaning ‘set aside’ for a particular job or 
role. In this case, married couples believe that their role is to now live in a partnership with God. The vows 
exchanged between a bride and groom in a Christian wedding service reflect this. 

In the Gospels, Jesus teaches about the importance of marriage. This refers back to the idea in Genesis that, 
as part of God’s creation, God made man and woman. Jesus uses powerful language to express the meaning that 
marriage is the complete joining together of two people in a very special way. It is implied that the relationship 
becomes the most important human relationship for the couple who are married. 

“At the beginning of creation God made them male and female. For this reason a man will leave his father 
and mother and be united to his wide, and the two will become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh.” 

The marriage service says, ‘what man has joined together, let no man put asunder,’ meaning that marriage 
should be a lifelong union. 

Vows are said in front of God 

Takes place in God’s house 

It is a Sacrament 

Family and friends can witness 

Hymns and prayers can be said  
for the couple 

Vows reflect the main Christian  
beliefs about marriage 

 

 

The vicar declares the couple married 

There are prayers and Bible readings; the 
priest gives a sermon 

There may be hymns with an appropriate 
theme 

The legal requirement in Britain is for the 
newly married couple to sign the register, 
witnessed by a registrar and witnesses, which 
makes the marriage ceremony legal 

In an Anglican church the couple always marry 
in front of the altar 

 

Christians believe that marriage is a gift 
from God and traditionally Christian 
marriage ceremonies have taken place in a 
chapel or a church to reflect this belief. A 
typical wedding ceremony in the Church of 
England is performed by a vicar and would 
include: 

The vicar welcomes 
everyone 

The vicar gives a short 
sermon on the nature and 
purpose of marriage 

An exchange of vows, which  
reflect the main Christian beliefs 
about marriage 

 

With my body I honour you 

All that I am I give to you 

And all that I have I share with you 

Within the love of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Exchange the rings and say: 

In a pluralist (multi-faith) society, inter-faith marriage – where two people of different faiths marry – is an issue that 
religions must respond to. Examples of issues raised by inter-faith marriage are: 

In the Orthodox tradition, marriage can only take place if the Christians have been baptised 

In RC, the partner who is not Catholic must agree to any children of the marriage being allowed to follow the 
Catholic faith 

Where there is an issue about a couple marrying in a place of worship, a civil ceremony can happen with a religious 
blessing 

Issues faced by inter-faith marriage: 
Following religious dietary rules in the home (e.g. if one partner follows kosher laws) 
There might be different expectations about gender roles 
Religious communities might refuse to accept the inter-faith marriage 
Different beliefs about moral issues, e.g. the use of contraception 
Children might be told different things about death and the afterlife 

           
        

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Traditionally, relationships were between one  
man and one woman  

In 1967, homosexuality was decriminalised in UK 

British attitudes to same-sex relationships have  
changed over time 

The Civil Partnership Act of 2004 enabled same-sex  
partners to have essentially the same legal rights  
and responsibilities as married couples. This was followed by the 
Marriage Act in 2013, which legalised same-sex marriage in  
England and Wales. So now couples who wish to be legally  
joined have two routes they can take: Civil Partnership  
or Marriage 

Traditionally, same-sex marriage was seen as wrong 
Many Christians oppose same-sex marriage on Biblical 

grounds: 
 

“If a man has sexual relations with a man as 
he does a woman, both of them has done what is 
detestable. They are to be put to death.” (Leviticus 20:13 
– Old Testament) 

“The law is made for lawbreakers and 
rebels…for those practicing homosexuality” (Timothy 1: 
8-10) 
 

However, other Christians believe that the above quotes 
reflect the cultural and social values of the time they were  
written in and that they don’t apply in today’s society 

Liberal Christians point out that there are a lot of things that are 
condemned in the Bible that are seen as perfectly acceptable today, e.g. 

eating snails, consulting psychics or mediums, wearing provocative 
clothing, having tattoos or wearing polyester – or any other fabric 

blends! 
 

Also, society and culture have changed. The Bible has to be 
interpreted to suit today’s society. Most Christians would agree that the 
main message of the Bible is about love, reconciliation and relationship 
with God. Sexuality, therefore, doesn’t matter. Besides, if God created 
everyone in the image of God, and God doesn’t make mistakes, then 

perhaps he intended for there to be same-sex relationships. 
 

 

 

 

 

Humans should find personal happiness in this lifetime 

It is nature that determines our sexuality. We 
shouldn’t discriminate because of sexual preference 

The Human Rights Act says that all humans are 
entitled to a family and to free will. These two right 
combined suggest that there can be no issue with same-sex 
marriage 

Same-sex marriages are a positive expression of 
finding personal happiness and a quality of life that only a 
stable, loving relationship can provide 

 

The Roman Catholic Church is against same-sex marriage as 
it  
believes that sexual relationships should only exist between  
a man and a woman in marriage 

Pope Francis wrote in 2010, “a marriage made up of a man 
and a woman is not the same as the union of two people of 
the same sex... A father is not the same as a mother.” 

Roman Catholics believe that God provided the example of 
Adam and Eve – the first man and woman – as a couple, as an 
example of what partnership looks like 

The purpose of sex is for reproduction. 
Same-sex couples cannot reproduce. Therefore RC are 
against same-sex marriage because it cannot fulfill the 
commandment to:  
                “be fruitful and multiply” 

 

Some Anglicans believe that same-sex marriages 
should not happen in a church, for similar reasons as what 
Roman Catholic Christians believe 

Others believe that same-sex couples can receive a 
blessing in a church but cannot have a marriage in a church 

Quakers conduct same-sex services but the couple will 
also need a civil ceremony in order to be legally  
married 

The United Reform Church has recently 
 decided to allow same-sex  
marriages to take place 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do not recognise divorce. Marriage is a lifelong commitment that cannot be broken 
in some cases, annulment is given, which is where the marriage is declared as having never 

happened 
Jesus said, “Anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another 

woman commits adultery.” 
The Bible says, “Therefore what god has joined together, let no one  

separate.” 
Catholics who separate are expected not to cohabit with anyone else and if they do this, then 

they are not allowed to receive holy communion during mass 
Catholics who do divorce can apply through the courts, just like everyone else. However, the 

Catholic Church do not recognise couples who are legally divorced. they believe that, in god’s eyes, 
you are still married 

                    
                   

           

When people argue or are in conflict, making up is essential and is known as ‘reconciliation’. 
Religious communities can help those who are having relationship problems to reconcile. The 
religious leader might offer counselling and guidance to the couple, or the wider community might 
offer support and prayers. 

However, sometimes the couple cannot reconcile, in which case, they might want to end the 
relationships. This could involve: 
 

Divorce – the legal ending of a marriage 

Separation = deciding to live separately 

Annulment – a legal way of cancelling a marriage in the Catholic Church 

              
       

 

 

  

Lack of communication 
Lack of appreciation 
Unemployment 
Alcohol/drug problems 
Financial problems 
Affairs (adultery) 
Sexual problems 
Religious differences  
Unacceptable behaviour 
Interference from in-laws 
Too little time together 
Pregnancy/children 
Separation 
False hopes 
Work or career 
Different interests 

  
 

MARRIAGES BREAK DOWN, WHICH CAN RESULT IN 

SEPARATION OR DIVORCE. THE RC CHURCH DOES NOT 

PERMIT DIVORCE, SO SOME CATHOLICS WILL CHOOSE TO 

REMAIN SEPARATED RATHER THAN TO DIVORCE. 
HOWEVER, DIVORCE IS NECESSARY IF SOMEONE WANTS 

TO MARRY SOMEONE ELSE. OTHERWISE IT IS KNOWN AS 

BIGAMY AND IT IS ILLEGAL. 

BIGAMY IS ENTERING INTO A MARRIAGE WITH SOMEONE 

WHILST STILL BEING LEGALLY MARRIED TO ANOTHER 

PERSON. COUPLES CAN APPLY FOR A DIVORCE VIA THE 

COURT SYSTEM.  
 

REMARRIAGE IS WHERE A PERSON WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY 

DIVORCED DECIDES TO MARRY AGAIN. DIFFERENT 

CHRISTIANS HAVE DIFFERENT OPINIONS ABOUT 

REMARRIAGE.  

RC: THOSE WHO GET A CIVIL DIVORCE CANNOT REMARRY 

IN THE RC CHURCH. 

ANGLICAN: THE MINISTER MAY AGREE TO THE 

REMARRIAGE DEPENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF 

THE DIVORCE 

SOME CHURCHES MAY OFFER A CHURCH BLESSING IN 

PLACE OF A REMARRIAGE SERVICE 
 

Divorce may be acceptable based on individual circumstances, e.g. 
adultery or abuse because of the teaching to “love thy neighbour” – what is 
the most loving thing to do in the situation? 

Divorce is recognised by the Church of England as it is legal 
(allowed by the law) 

Divorce should be a last resort – reconciliation must be tried first. 
The Church community will try its best to keep a couple together 

Issues arise when it comes to remarriage. Remarriage is okay if the 
minister allows it – but it is up to their own discretion  

No minister can be forced to conduct a remarriage service against 
their will 
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