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FOREST Gate Community School is once 
again among the country’s elite for GCSE 
results. 

This year’s results are highly likely to put 
the school in the top 50 nationally for the 
fifth year in a row.

A Progress 8 score of plus 1.54 means 
pupils earn on average roughly one and a 
half grades higher than at other schools.

The remarkable result come after 
the school was rated Outstanding at an 
Ofsted inspection in February, just before 
lockdown.

Headteacher Ms Begum admitted it has 

been a hectic year but praised students for 
their maturity and resilience.

She said: “These are the best results in the 
history of the school. All the hard work has 
paid off. 

“I know they’ve not had to take exams, 
which is a shame because we’ve genuinely 

Results among best in 
the country once again

had the best cohort this year. Everyone has 
overcome huge obstacles. Proms are a rite of 
passage for Year 11 and we are devastated to 
not be able to offer that this year. I couldn’t 
sleep the night before results day, even 
though I knew their results. 

“I’ve known this group all the way from 
Year 7. I said to staff at the beginning of the 
year that we would get the best results in our 
history and we did.  

“The students were saying all the last five 
years have been building up to this day. To 
see their fruits of their labour pay off today 
is a very proud moment.”
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Chapter ends for Genipa 
with her perfect nine

Aamina’s praise for 
school’s support
STUDeNT Aamina received 9s 
across the board except one 8 
in Computer Science. 

She said: “That one 8 has 
annoyed me – I would have 
loved to have done that exam 
and got it right. 

“we were worried all our 
hard work would go down the 
drain. we had been staying 

at school until 5pm every day 
working towards our exams. 

“our teachers have been 
amazing, telling us we will fight 
for the grades you deserve and 
they really had our backs.

“we still felt part of the 
school community even though 
we were at home. It’s really the 
best school.”

STUDENT Genipa has achieved a perfect 
grade 9 in English four years after arriving in 
East London unable to speak the language.

Genipa joined Forest Gate Community 
School in 2016, after her family moved from 
Italy for her father’s work. 

Despite speaking very basic English when 
she arrived, she scored a 9 in English Literature 
and an 8 in English Language on GCSE results 
day. 

She said: “I was so scared when I joined, I 
didn’t know anybody or the language, it was 
terrifying. I didn’t know how to talk.  

“Luckily there were people who spoke 
Italian who showed me around the school and 
translated for me. I didn’t want to leave Italy 
at first but it’s been absolutely life-changing 
for me. I love English, I like to take quotes and 
explode them and put my own thoughts into 
them. 

“I want to be a teacher so I can help other 
children who didn’t know how to speak 
languages like me. 

“I’ve been through that and I want to help 
them because I know how daunting it can be. I 
don’t want them to go through the same thing.  

“Obviously the East London accent makes it 
even more difficult and I haven’t got that yet.”

Headteacher Ms Begum said: “We are 
incredibly proud of all our students and their 
success but special mention must go to students 
like Genipa.

“She has had to learn a new language while 
also studying for the rest of her subjects. To 
score 8s and 9s in English is just a stunning 
achievement.

“This is a young lady with huge potential. 
We wish her all the very best with her future 
plans.”
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Riyad’s relief after scoring top marks

Mixed emotions for 
successful Waheeda 

STUDENT Riyad received seven 
9 grades and will study A-Levels 
in Maths and Computer Science at 
college.

He said: “I’m ecstatic. It’s a massive 
weight off our shoulders. We had no 

idea what was going to happen, the 
uncertainty was stressful.

“I want to thank students across the 
country for standing up and getting 
the government to fix the system. It 
proves young people have a voice.”

STUDENT Waheeda said students and teachers were crying 
in each other’s arms when they found out school would be 
cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

She said: “I didn’t do an exam and I really wanted to 
prove it to myself that I could do it. We missed prom and 
lots of events I wanted to celebrate with my friends that I 
shared the last five years with. 

“When we heard exams were cancelled everyone in the 
school was crying. We came in to say goodbye and even 
teachers were crying, everything was so uncertain.

“I’m most proud of my 9 in Geography – my teacher told 
me I would only get an 8 to keep me motivated.”

Mohammed Jumel remarkably scored a grade 9 in 
nine of his GCSE subjects as well as two 8s. 

Headteacher 
Ms Begum 
celebrates with 
students on 
another highly 
successful 
GCSE  
results day.
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Leuar’s remarkable 
journey of progress
TALENTED Leuar moved to 
London from Albania in 2015 
not speaking a word of English – 
and yet managed a 7 in English 
Literature and a 6 in English 
Language. 

He said: “I came here and 
couldn’t speak English but the 
school helped me in every single 
way. 

“They supported me when it 
was really hard, everyone was 
friendly and helpful. No-one was 
mean to me. 

“I really enjoy poetry and 
analysing war poems. I’m now 
going to sixth form. I want 
to study Physics, Maths and 
Economics. I want to thank them 
a lot.”

STUDeNT Talha was off school for two months last year with a 
rare blood infection.

He achieved the grades he wanted to continue his 
childhood dream of being an aeronautical engineer. 

He achieved five 9s and credits the support of teachers at 
the school.

Talha engineering 
his dream career 


