
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

The fact that the world is so beautiful and well-ordered gives us strong 
evidence of a creator God 
 

The complexity of life could not have come about by  
itself. There must be a divine mind behind creation 
 

The argument from Intelligent Design says that some life cannot have 
come about through random evolution. They cannot have come about by 
chance, therefore there must be an intelligent designer. 
 

William Paley – the human eye is perfectly formed to enable a being  
to see. It cannot have come about by chance, therefore it must  
have been designed. 

 

Although life looks like it includes design, the 
human eye, for example, has evolved from 
other, less complex eyes in other species 
 

Richard Dawkins argues that the world might  
appear to have been designed, but it can be  
explained by Darwinian natural selection 

  

   Yes 

Evangelical Christians 
(literalists) believe that if science 
and the Bible contradict each 
other, then science is wrong 

God revealed His truth 
through Holy Scripture, for all time 

Science gives us an accurate 
picture of the world whereas 
religion tells us nothing. The world 
may appear to have been designed, 
but this is an illusion 

 

No 
 

There is no conflict because 
science tells us how the world was 
made and religion tells us why 

Albert Einstein said, “The 
more I study science, the more I 
believe in God.” 

The fact of evolution or the 
Big Bang still cannot prove that 
God did not cause the first 
reaction,  
or inspire the first  
development 

Divine 

  

There is a divine 
mind behind all life 

God knows all 
people before their birth  
and has a plan and a 
purpose for all living  
beings 

“You knit me 
together in my mother’s  
womb”  
(Psalm 139) 

 

 

Life comes from life 

Life is a result of blind 
chance 

“Man at last knows 
that he is alone in the 
unfeeling immensity of the 
universe, out of which he 
only emerged by chance. 
Neither his destiny or his 
duty have been written 
down.” (Jacques Monod) 
 

  

Genesis 1: 
God created the earth over six 

days 
God rests on the seventh day 
Humans are the peak of God’s 

creation, made in His image 
God gives humans a unique 

status as God’s stewards on the 
earth 

And God said, “let there be 
light”, and there was light. (Genesis 
1:3) 

Then God said, “Let us make 
mankind in our image, in our 
likeness…” (Genesis 1:26) 

 

. Genesis 2: 
 

God made Adam, before the 
animals, and placed him in the 
Garden of Eden to live in Paradise 
 

Adam is formed from the dust 
of the ground and the breath of God 
(symbolising the human soul), 
making him the son of the earth but 
also a child of God 
 

To give Adam a partner and 
companion, God created Eve out  
of one of Adam’s ribs. 

 

  

Creationism is the belief that all life was made by God 

The Bible is the inspired word of God; it is unlike any other piece of human writing. 

However, the way   in which humans interpret the Bible varies. For example: 

Old Earth Creationism: God must have created the world, but 
creation took place millions of years ago. The seven days of creation refer to 
periods of time, not 24 hour days. 

Young Earth Creationism: The world was created by God, in 
seven  
actual days, and this happened less than 10 thousand years ago 

Many evangelical Christians are Creationists. They refer to  
the Bible as ‘God-breathed’, meaning that it has come  
directly from the mouth of God: Every word is true and accurate. 

 

 

Literal Christianity: Literal Christians believe that the Bible should 
be understood word-for-word. They are also Creationists and 
believe that the creation of the world happened EXACTLY as it is 
described in the Bible. 

Liberal Christians believe that people should be free to understand 
the Bible in whatever way they choose. For example, some stories 
should be understood more like metaphors  
or symbolic stories. They are still true  
because the stories still carry meaning,  
even if they don’t refer to actual  
historic events. 

  

  

One, all-powerful creator God is the source of all life 
The Bible tells of the creation story in Genesis 
Literal Christians believe that the events in Genesis happened exactly as it is 

written in the Bible 
Liberal Christians believe that there is some room for interpretation surrounding 

the stories in the Bible. They are myths which carry deep, symbolic meanings. 
The Biblical creation stories, for some liberal Christians, are complimentary to and 

are true alongside scientific theories such as the Big Bang 
Literal Christians however see Darwinian evolution as an attack on their beliefs as 

it implies that life has developed by chance. Also, if humans have evolved from 
animals, then there is no special place for the human ‘soul’. 

Literal Christians see the Big Bang Theory as denying God’s power. Also, even if  
scientists can prove the Big Bang, we are still left with the question of: what  
caused the Big Bang? Literalists argue that is was God. 

 

 

Charles Darwin: Life has arisen through the slow, natural 
process of evolution and therefore the earth must be 
millions of years old. The ‘survival of the fittest’ is evolution 
by natural selection – those best suited to their 
environment. 

The Big Bang Theory (1965) states that the universe had an 
origin around 14 billion years ago. The universe began from 
a ‘singularity’, which expanded and particles and atoms 
started to appear. This led to the formation of stars and 
planets. Most scientists believe that the universe will 
continue expanding, becoming bigger and colder. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A ‘living will’ is a legal document that outlines a person’s wished with  
regards to their medical care. It can instruct doctors not to resuscitate (revive  

once the heart has stopped) or intubate (insert a breathing tube) or use artificial  
methods to keep the person alive. 

A DNR or Do Not Resuscitate order is a type of living will. 
In Britain today, euthanasia is illegal. Depending on the situation it is considered  

manslaughter or murder and is punishable by law, with a maximum penalty of life  
imprisonment. 

Assisted suicide, is illegal under the terms of the Suicide Act (1961) and is punishable  
by up to 14 years’ imprisonment. Attempting to kill yourself is not in itself a criminal act. 

The Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) decides whether to take someone to court  
for assisting in suicide. The DPP said in 2010 that it would be unlikely that someone  

would be prosecuted if: 
The victim has reached a voluntary, clear, 

settled and informed decision to commit suicide 
The suspect was wholly motivated by 

compassion 
 

People may want to die a dignified death and die before their  
illness takes away their ability to kill themselves. Some are  

afraid of the end stages of their illness, e.g. the pain. 

Living with constant and unmanageable plain (linked to an  
injury, disability or a side-effect form previous illnesses) is  

reason enough. 

The final stages can take away human dignity, amongst  
other things. Some people would rather not  

experience this. 

 

Voluntary: (or assisted suicide) is where a person explicitly asks for 
help to die. Often this is due to a life-limiting or terminal illness. 

Active: when a person takes a specific course of action to end their 
own life, e.g. overdose 

Passive: where life-sustaining treatment is  
removed, e.g. a feeding tube or respirator  
where there is no hope of recovery. 

Involuntary: where death is forced on a person,  
for example during ethnic cleansing (WWII) or  
the death sentence 

 

 
 

A hospice is a place where people with terminal illnesses can go  
to die with dignity. There are over 260 hospices in Britain 

Patients do not only go to hospices to die – some patients are  
admitted for short periods of time to help manage pain and relieve other 

symptoms of their illness 
A hospice focuses on relieving the symptoms and pain of the terminal illness, it 

does not try to cure the illness 
Hospices also provide a type of pastoral care. Hospices may be religious in  
ethos because of the clear connection with religious ideas and practices,  

e.g. to act with kindness and compassion. Hospices fulfil the Christian 
 desire to support the suffering of both patients and family in the  

final moments of life 
Patients and believers can preserve their sanctity of life and can still  

benefit from a quality of life. For some Christians, palliative care  
and hospices provide the best of both sides  

of the argument 

Stephen Hawking said, “We don’t 
allow animals to suffer, so why humans?!” 

People with a terminal illness 
might want to control the way they die. This is 
believed to be a matter of free will and 
maintaining human dignity 

It is ethically wrong to keep 
someone with no hope of recovery on expensive, 
life-support treatment 

 
 

Liberal Christians: Euthanasia may be acceptable because: 

The person might be brain dead. In such circumstances, turning  
off the life support would be OK 

It might be the most loving and compassionate thing to do. For  
example, withholding treatment that prolongs a painful illness.  

Jesus taught compassion for others 

Conservative Christians: Euthanasia is not acceptable because: 

All life is sacred (sanctity of life) 

Those who assist are involved in murder (“Do not kill”) 

Life is a gift from God and is, therefore, precious 

Suffering can have a purpose and should be endured as God will  
not five us more suffering than we are able to cope with 

Hospices also offer an alternative where care and support can be  
given. Patients can die with dignity and their pain is managed 

Humanists uphold the right to life but don’t believe that life should be 
prolonged in the face of pointless suffering. Being able to die, with dignity, in a 
manner of our choosing must be understood to be a fundamental human right. 

Humanists have supported attempts to legalise assisted dying, assisted 
suicide and voluntary euthanasia across the UK. They believe that assistance 
should not be limited to terminally ill people alone and want to see reform 
(change) in the law. This ‘reform’ would consider the needs of other people who 
are ‘permanently and incurably suffering’, for example people who are 
paralysed 

Tony Nicklinson campaigned for his right to die after he suffered from a  
paralyzing stroke in 2005. He was denied euthanasia by the courts,  
which resulted in him protesting in the only way he could – he refused 
 food and water until he died of dehydration. Some would argue that  
    euthanasia would have been the more humane  
      option in this case. 

Legalising euthanasia may put pressure on the vulnerable and 
the elderly  
to commit suicide if they feel they are becoming a burden. They could feel 
obliged to end their life 

Harold Shipman gave lethal injections of morphine to his 
patients. Legalising doctor-assisted euthanasia would make it easier for 
people like Shipman to commit this sort of crime 

If euthanasia is legalised, the drive to research cures for 
terminal illness lessens. Shouldn’t we want to solve the problem? 

It is a slippery slope: once you allow doctor-assisted suicide, 
other practices will become legal, e.g. involuntary euthanasia 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 23:  
‘The Lord is my shepherd’, is often read 
at funerals. It says that even when I am 
‘in the valley of the shadow of death’, 
God is still by my side. This means that 

we are not forgotten by God; he will 
comfort those who mourn and 

accompany those who have died 

Roman Catholics may hold  
a mass (communion service)  

with bread and wine at  
a funeral 

A person is buried with the words: 
“Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  

 
Today, many Christians prefer  

to be cremated. 

 

 

A Christian funeral is 
 usually held in a church.  

The coffin is carried to the 
front of the church and a 

service is held in honour of the 
dead person. Flowers are 

displayed, prayers said and 
candles lit. 

“I am the resurrection and the 
life.” (John 11:25) This reminds 

the congregation that those 
who believe in Jesus will be 

resurrected, to spend eternity 
with God. 

The candles represent Jesus as 
the ‘light of the world’ because 
he guides a path into heaven. 

 

When a person is close to 
 death, a priest or a minister  
is called to say the ‘last rites’. 
 Prayers are said for the dying 
person and they can ask God  
for forgiveness of their sins.  

The last rites is more  
commonly a Roman Catholic 
practice, which might involve  

the priest giving Holy 
Communion. 

The ‘last rites’ are important 
because it helps to ease the 

dying person into the afterlife, 
enabling them to die at peace, 

having asked for God’s 
forgiveness 

 

 

 

Informal, personal  
ceremony 

Songs and readings are 
considered important to the 
person who has died or the 

family and friends of the 
person, and therefore have a 

more special meaning 

 

 

. 

A person may choose to be buried 
because they believe in a bodily 
resurrection to be with God in  

heaven 

A person may choose cremation 
because the soul goes to heaven, not 

the body, so it is acceptable to cremate 
the body. There is also an 

environmental argument for cremation: 
if the world is for the  

living, why is so  
much land taken up  

with graves? 

 

 

. 

At a humanist funeral, those  
present remember the life of the 
person who has died, reflection  

on their contribution to the  
world and to others. 

The service will be held by a  
humanist celebrant. 

The service will try to show respect 
for the dead person without 

suggesting that they are going to a 
better place.  

 
They will be remembered for their 

special, unique qualities, the life they 
led and the achievements they made. 

  

. 
A Humanist service may include: 

Music 

Non-religious 
refection on death 

Readings of poetry 

Reminiscences 
about the person 
(memories) 

A eulogy (a 
description of why they 
were special) 

Lighting candles 

Moments of quiet 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sanctity of Life: The belief that all life is previous or sacred.  
Some people believe that only human life holds this special 

status 
 

Most people, regardless of faith, believe that human life is  
special and worthy of being preserved. The belief in the 
sanctity of life has a large impact on medical ethics (the 

process of deciding what is right and wrong in medicine), 
especially those which relate to creating or life-ending 

procedures. 

 
 

Life comes from God. It is a gift, unique and priceless. 
God is interested and involved in each human’s life 
God created each person unique and ‘in his image’, just as 

he created Adam and Eve 
Only God can give and take life 
Quaker Christians oppose the death penalty because each 

person contains a reflection of the image of God,  
which makes every human soul sacred 

 

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16) 

Catholic Christians disagree with artificial 
methods of contraception and IVF (creating a baby in a 
laboratory outside of the act of sex) 

Jesus showed that all life should be valued. He 
tended to the leper and visited the sick to show that all lives 
are worthy of respect and compassion. 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Life is precious because it is the life we have (we do not 
get another life) 

The value of life does not come from God. Our lives have 
value because we only have one life. There is no soul or 
afterlife to live on at death 

A central purpose of life is to make ourselves and others 
around us as happy as possible; we can benefit others through 
compassion and kindness 

Life is not ‘scared’ but is worthy of the highest respect 

. 

 
 

Quality of Life: The extent to which life is  
pleasurable or meaningful 

 
Most believe that the quality of our lives is more important than whether it is  

special or sacred. If our life is free from pain and anxiety and if we live with  
freedom and dignity, then we have a good quality of life. 

How do we measure quality of life? 

Indicators to measure quality of life include living conditions, health, education, 
leisure and social interactions, disability, levels of pain and whether human rights are 
granted. If a person’s life has insufficient quality, some would argue that they should 

have the right to die. 

In medical ethics, treating an illness should be weighed against the extent to  
which they are going to live a life free from pain and suffering  

afterwards. Is the treatment cost-worthy? 

 

Experience of life 
Living Conditions 
Usefulness or employment 
Education 
Health 
Leisure and social interactions 
Economic and physical safety 
Governance and basic human rights 
Natural living environment 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

Christian beliefs about the soul: 
 

Christians believe that only humans have a soul,  
which is immortal, and lives on after the body has died. 

 
Dualism: the belief that we are made of two separate parts: a physical 
body and a spiritual soul. The soul lives in the physical body and is the 

true, inner part of us and it will live on after death. 
 
 

Humanists deny the existence of a soul 
 

Materialism: the beliefs that nothing else exists apart 
from matter. All we have, as human beings, is a spiritual 

body. There is no soul or spirit. 
 

Soul: The spiritual aspect of a being; that 
 which connects someone to God. The soul is often regarded  

as non-physical and as living on after the physical death, in an afterlife. 
 

The soul is an inner part of our being and the body is the home of the 
soul 

The soul gives us our ‘aliveness’, forming our personality 
Genesis 2:7 tells us how God breathed life into Adam. This is 

interpreted to mean ‘soul’. It is through our souls that we can connect to God 
Ensoulment is the moment when the soul is believed to enter the 

body. St Thomas Aquinas believes this to be whilst the foetus is developing 
in the womb 

Some Christians are dualists. They believe we are made from two 
distinctive parts: body and soul. They say the soul is the true, inner part of us. 
It is eternal and will continue to live on after the death of the material body. 
It is our soul that will rise to everlasting life in heaven 

Some Christians are non-dualists. They believe that the body and soul 
are one and they cannot be separated. They agree that we have a soul, but 
believe it is an integral part of us, which is indistinguishable from the body. 
After death, the soul is temporarily apart from the body, but body  
and soul will be reunited on Judgement Day. At the resurrection  
we will rise bodily from the dead, just as Jesus rose from the  
dead and ascended to heaven as a physical being. 

 

 

People are born with ‘original sin’ – the sin  
inherited from Adam and Eve in the Garden of  

Eden, when they ate from the Tree of Knowledge  
of Good and Evil 

 

 
We must be reconciled with God for this sin. We must be ‘saved’ 
and forgiven. This can only happen through believing that Jesus 

died on the cross to cleanse us from our sins. 

 

 
  

There are 2 main types of belief that we study  
about what happens after death: 

 

Atheists and humanists: believe that nothing survives 
death. There is no ‘soul’. We are just physical, material 
beings, so when we die that is the end. Nothing exists 

beyond the grave 
 

Christians: believe in resurrection, heaven and hell. After 
death, we will rise up from the dead to be judges by God. 

Those who God judges to be good will be raised to eternal 
life. Those who have lived sinful lives or caused harm to 

others will either cease  
to exist or will face 

torment in hell 

Christians believe in resurrection and 
 eternal life. Death is not the end, but a gateway  

to a perfect existence. Heaven is our true home and our lives on  
earth are the testing ground for life in eternity. 

Jesus rose again after death – so we will too. God is the Divine Judge  
and on Judgement Day God will decide who will be rewarded and who will be punished. 

Other Christians say that we will experience a ‘bodily resurrection’, 
 like Jesus, who came back in a physical form. St. Paul writes that we will be  
raised as spiritual bodied, not just disembodied souls: “So will it be with the 

resurrection of the dead… raised a spiritual body.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44) 

Christians believe that to be in heaven is to be in God’s presence,  
existing in a state of pure beauty and kindness. To be in hell is to be in constant 

torment, cut off from all that is good and loving. 

Evangelical Christians refer to heaven and hell as if they are real  
places. Liberal Christians say these ideas are symbolic. They  

remind us that there are consequences to our choices. 

 

Humanists believe that, as far as we know, we are  
unlike any other creatures in that we are able to reflect  

on our own lives. The humanist answer to, ‘What happens  
after we die?’ is: nothing; we only live once and there  

is no second chance. There is no soul or immortal 
consciousness, no cosmic judge, divine paradise or  

fiery hell. Because of this, we should make the most out  
of our existence while we can, living moral lives because it 

shows respect for others and for ourselves. 

Most Humanists are materialists. They believe that  
we are nothing more than matter. There is no  

spiritual or supernatural aspect  
to life. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

  

Stewardship: caring for the planet and managing its 
resources. A steward is a caretaker and is responsible for looking 
after the world 

 

Life is a gift from God and God has given humans the role  
of stewardship.  

Genesis 1:26 teaches that God made humans in his own image, meaning that 
humans have a soul which is unique 

Genesis 2:7 says that God formed Adam from dust and breathed divine life 
into him. Therefore humans were created with a special status, above nature.  
 
This can lead to disagreement among Christians about how we should treat the 
environment: 

Dominion: To rule over the environment. We can exploit the 
world’s resources as we are in charge. 

When Jesus taught his followers to ‘love your 
neighbour’ (Matthew 5:43) he did not include animals in this 
command. Christians have respect for other animal species but they 
are not seen as equals and most Christians find it acceptable to eat 
meat. 

Stewardship: To live in harmony with nature. We cultivate the 
earth, not exploit it. 

Humans have  responsibility towards the 
environment, looking after the earth’s precious resources 

We should be responsible global citizens, using 
the earth’s resources in a sustainable manner 

‘Green Christians’ are environmental activists 
who promote awareness and action at church, community and 
national levels. 

 

Try to base their reasoning on evidence 

Most humanists agree with the idea of stewardship 

We have a responsibility to work for a more 
sustainable  
world, causing as little harm to the environment as 
possible 

Looking after the environment is a sensible thing to 
do – human life depends wholly on the environment.  
If we misuse or abuse the environment, then in the end 
it is us, our children and our children’s children who will 
suffer 
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