
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romero was born in El Salvador in 1917. He became a priest and was  
ordained in 1942. He became Archbishop of El Salvador in 1977. 

In 1960s there was a lot of crime and corruption in El Salvador.  Some people 
were very wealthy, but many people were very poor. After a close friend of 
Romero's was murdered, he started to speak out against the injustices and 

openly criticised the government. He held meetings, which had been banned 
by the government. 

Protesters in the Church became targets of violence. Government slogans and 
propaganda included, "Be a patriot - kill a priest.” 

After many threats, on 24th March 1980, soldiers burst into the chapel  
and gunned down Romero while he was celebrating Mass. 

 
 

Human rights  
Human rights are universal moral rights that apply to all people at all times  

in all situations, regardless of gender, age, race, religious beliefs or age. 
Social Justice 

Social Justice is promoting a fair society by challenging injustice and valuing diversity.  
Where everyone has access to provisions, opportunities and rights 

In 1948 the United Nations issued the Declaration of Human Rights. This includes 30  
articles or things that all humans should expect to be able to have or do 

The Declaration says: "All humans are born free and equal in dignity and in rights" 
 

Why campaign for human rights and social justice? 
Many religious believers consider it important to campaign for issues of  

social justice as a response to the teachings of sacred texts,  
e.g. the Bible tells Christians to 'love thy neighbour'.  
It is these sacred texts that inspire believers today  

to make a stand against injustice  
around the world. 

 

 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights reflects the main  
principles of Christianity: All people are children of God and created in God's  

image. Therefore, the characteristics of God are reflected in all beings, which  
means that each human has worth and value. 

Human life should not be destroyed or mistreated. Genesis 1: 26-27 states: 
'Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, 

and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created mankind in his 
own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. ‘ 
In Christianity, each person is to be treated with agape, meaning unconditional love - 

like the mother has for her children; like the love Jesus had for mankind when he 
sacrificed himself on the cross for the sins of humanity. Agape is a selfless, 

unconditional  
love that voluntarily suffers inconvenience, discomfort and even death for 

 the benefit of another, without expecting anything in return. 
Following Jesus' example, many Christian charities  

express agape. 
 

 

Christian organisation set up in 1941 
Seek to eradicate poverty across the globe 
Want to ensure that human rights are being protected 

of those who are most vulnerable 
Campaign and fund-raise to achieve their goals 
Wants all humans to live a free and full life – “life in all 

its fullness” 
Expose the scandal of poverty 
To challenge and change structures and institutions that 

favour the rich and powerful over the poor and marginalised 
Following the Christian values and Jesus' example, 

 
 

Salvation Army is a Christian denomination, much like Church of  
England and Roman Catholic 

Wear a uniform to symbolise fighting against injustice 
Seek to make a real difference to their local communities 
They seek to serve a suffering humanity 
They fund-raise to achieve their goals 
They provide services for the local community, e.g. food drives and soup 

kitchens to help those in poverty 
Fight against social injustice 
Fight for human rights, e.g. the right to food and clothing 
Seek to preserve and protect the environment because of both  

moral and Biblical beliefs about stewardship (looking after the  
world for God) 

 

Liberation Theology is based on the teachings and actions of Jesus.  
During Jesus' life his actions helped to liberate (free) people from unjust  

and unfair economic, political or social conditions. Jesus is considered to  
be a freedom fighter. 

Liberation theology is the Christian idea that God has the power to change situations 
in the world that are unjust. 

Some Christians have taken this to mean that it is right to stand up to governments that 
oppress their people or to challenge abuses of power. Christians may take part in peaceful 
protests or actively take part in supporting those harmed by injustice, for example, people 
who are imprisoned for political reasons and without a trial. Some supporters of liberation 

theology have been killed for speaking out against injustice. Among them was Oscar 
Romero. 

The International Humanist and Ethical Union have been very  
active in supporting the empowerment of  

oppressed people. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Aid is a Christian charity working in 
partnership with local organisations over 60 different countries to  
help those in need - regardless of religion, ethnicity or nationality.  

It aims to stop poverty and challenge systems that favour the  
rich over the poor and marginalised. It does this my organising projects and 

educating people about the causes of poverty through running campaigns and 
Fair Trade activities. 

It works on the basis of a belief in God who loves us all 

It promotes the dignity of human life 

It includes the following values 

Love and Solidarity: They are called to love and care for one another 
in compassion and humility, they stand alongside those who struggle with 
poverty, powerlessness and injustice 
Dignity and Respect: Every human being has innate dignity. All  
            people are of equal worth, which is why they place honesty  
                and respect for others at the heart of what they do 

 

 

We need money to survive - everything 
costs money and nothing is free 

Some argue that there can be having 
'too much' money 

There is an old saying: "Money cannot 
buy happiness“ 

People mistakenly believe that the 
more money you have, the happier you will 
be 

It is greed, not deprivation, that makes 
us want more of money and material 
possessions 

Wealth is not evenly spread across 
society. Sports stars and celebrities, for 
example, earn far more than doctors. 

 

Britain is described as a 
materialistic society, which values 
money and the possessions that 
money can buy 

People can use their wealth to 
buy material goods and holidays 

The UK is Europe's most 
generous nation in terms of charitable 
giving 

People might also use their 
wealth to help family and friends. For 
example, many parents are lending 
their children money so that they can 
buy homes 

 

Relative Poverty: A standard of  
poverty measured in relation to the 

 standards of a society in which a person  
lives, for example, living on less than x per  

cent of average UK income. For example, in the UK 
it is considered to be in 'relative poverty' if your 

standard of living is lower than the  
majority of the country. 

Absolute Poverty: A state of deprivation,  
whereby a person cannot access the most  

basic of their human needs. It  
includes having no access to basic  

services, such as medicine  
or shelter. 

Children who are born into poor families are more 
likely to develop chronic illnesses and less likely to 
do well in education than those who are not. This 
means that they are more likely to live in poverty as 
an adult. 
People try to reduce poverty through donations, 
charity work and making people aware of the social 
injustices happening in the world 
We often don't think of people in UK as living in 
poverty as the UK is a very wealthy country 
compared with many others, with access to basic 
services, such as council housing and running water 
Oxfam has reported that there are 2 million 
malnourished people in UK (are not able to eat 
enough to sustain a healthy body) with a further 3 
million at risk of malnourishment. 

A person's value should be judged by their actions and not by what they possess 
or how much money they have 

Having wealth is not necessarily bad or wrong, but it must be used wisely 
Christians would do a job that helps people and avoid jobs that cause harm 
Some Christians (Quakers/Society of Friends) are against gambling because this 

is an unwise use for money. It also encourages the love of money for its own sake and 
suggests that winning money is the ultimate prize 

Quakers/Society of Friends do not take part in any sort of gambling because it 
encourages greed and the view that having an excess of money generates happiness 

 

It is important to care about poverty 
because of our shared humanity 

An important belief of humanists is that 
people should treat others in a way that they 
want to be treated. This means that their 
actions should be fair and just 

Humanists do not believe that poverty 
and suffering is caused by fate or is a 
punishment for previous actions 

For many humanists it is important to 
consider why there is poverty and to try to 
create a world that is socially just through 
active campaigning. 

 

Lazarus and the Rich Man:  
This Parable teaches to look  
after the poor and in need.  

Your afterlife depends upon it! 
Some Christians tithe - this means to 

give 10% of money to charity straight out of 
a person's salary. 

For many Christians, supporting 
charities either through donations or 

voluntary work is an important part of 
showing their faith 

There are different charities working 
to tackle poverty in Britain and  

globally, e.g. CAFOD and  
Christian Aid. 

 

Jesus taught that wealth doesn't make people happy and can lead to greed 
Money cannot go with us when we die, therefore it is unimportant in the Kingdom of God 
Matthew 6: Jesus warns that money can take the place of God in the hearts of men 
The Parable of the Rich Young Man: A rich man asks Jesus what he needs to do to enter the Kingdom of  

God. Jesus replies, 'sell all you own and give the money to charity. Then come and follow me.' The young  
man left Jesus disappointed because he loved his money more than he loved God. 

Today, many religious people (e.g. monks/nuns) take a vow of poverty to give up everything they  
possess to better focus on God and their faith 

Jesus taught to care for the poor. The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats tells us that God will not  
judge people on how much wealth they have gained but on their treatment of the poor and needy 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 
 freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media.“ People can read this in several ways: 

We should be allowed to say what we want and express our religious and non-religious  
opinions in public 

We should be able to talk  about our beliefs in public but not if it is going to offend others or 
encourage hatred against people 

No views should be allowed to be stated in public that are going to offend or harm others. 
Religious beliefs should only be expressed in the home 

In UK, people are free to express their views about any religion unless the content is likely to incite  
violence or discrimination against its followers 
Censorship means to prevent the publication or broadcast of certain content 

Charlie Hebdo: murdered for drawings publicised in his newspaper. They were drawings of 
the Prophet Muhammad, which might have been very offensive or considered Islamophobic 

The Westboro Baptist Church in the US campaign against gay people and Jews. Their  
language and actions are incredibly offensive. 

Extreme views do not reflect the opinion of the whole religion 
If people held extreme views then they would still hold them 
Saying what we like is a personal opinion and should be related to context -  

it is uncertain whether there can be a balance between free speech and censorship 
Some people dislike being disturbed at home when an evangelist comes knocking to talk  

about their religion 
 
 

Yes: 
       Censorship helps to prevent conflict. Censoring hate helps to  
   promote peace. It provides security for the country, e.g. certain  
information is ‘confidential’ and therefore cannot be used against the  
country, e.g. terrorism. It avoids children being exposed to adult content,  
including issues of sex, war, drugs and violence. It helps to control panic and fear. 
Completely free media fans the flames of panic.  Therefore government intervention 

 can control rumours and over-exaggeration. Religious values would be reinforced. 
No: 
Censorship can promote negative agendas – the information can be 

manipulated and therefore the country and what it is thinking can be controlled. It 
violates the rights of citizens as it puts a stop to freedom of expression and free 

speech. Censorship only promotes ways of living life that are considered “morally 
correct,” which would no doubt end up offending some people by labelling 

person’s lifestyle choice as ‘immoral’ or ‘wrong’. Companies  
have a powerful place in governments and can control  

censorship. Big companies might therefore censor 
 their competition or any information that might lead to  

a reduction in profit 
 

Religion can be expressed in many different ways: 
1. W - Worn (Through what sort of clothes and  

symbols people wear) 
2.  A - Actions (Through the actions people do) 
3.  S - Symbols (Through symbols, both worn and in a place of 

worship). Often in the media we read of situations where a person's 
desire to express their faith has led to others complaining or being 
offended. In France, it is illegal to wear religious symbols or 
religious clothing in public. 

 
 
 
 

 
It shows respect to that person's faith, beliefs and God 

It is a personal conviction to express faith through symbols 
The cross is sometimes worn to represent the belief that  

Jesus died and was resurrected for humanity 
The crucifix is sometimes worn to represent the belief that 

Jesus sacrificed himself on the cross so that the sins of mankind  
can be forgiven and humans might be able to earn a  
place with God in heaven 

The ichthus (fish sign) represents belief in 
 Jesus Christ: God's son and Saviour of  
       mankind 

 Censorship  
Suppressing or limiting access to 
materials considered obscene, 

offensive or a threat to security. 

 
Evangelism: Some religious programmes have a regular slot on TV  

or the radio. Songs of Praise is a popular TV programme on Sundays, with real-life stories,  
interviews and live music, bringing the whole Christian community together. 

Celebrating Festivals: Christians can tune into broadcasts which are held during religious 
festivals, such as Christmas and Easter Sunday. They enable people to worship together as a 

community  
despite differences in location. 

Community Cohesion: Local media can be very useful in keeping faith communities together, e.g. 
Flame FM on Wirral reflects Christian belief locally. 

Debates: The Big Questions is a television show which discusses problems within society. The  
show shares the opinions of religious and non-religious people, which can benefit religion, as  

their beliefs and ideas are being expressed and understood and common concerns are recognised. 
Education: Most religious groups see the media as a useful tool to provide people outside  

of their religion with information and to promote their faith in a positive way. 
Awareness: Documentaries can help raise the profile of a religion among the population. 

 BBC documentaries such as Life of the Buddha and Life of Muhammad help the audience  
to understand important historical facts about Buddhism and Islam. 

Charity: Religious groups can also promote their religion through radio, TV,  
or via the internet. For example, charities such as  

Christian Aid and World Vision rely on  
public exposure. 

 
 

In UK, people have the rights to express their 
 religious beliefs, as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone.  ‘Freedom 
 of religious expression’ also refers to our tolerance of other  

peoples’ beliefs. 
However, there have been some notable cases where this freedom of  

religious expression has been denied to people. For example: 

 
In UK, Nadia Eweida was sent home from her job with British Airlines at  

an airport for not covering or removing her cross necklace 

 
Lilian Ladele refused to conduct civil partnerships for same-sex couples 

as it was against her religious belief. As a result, Ladele has to leave her job as 
she felt it was a choice between her faith and her employment. 

 
In France, all religious clothing and symbols has been banned from  
being worn in public. However, this does result in cases like a  
woman being forced to remove her hijab whilst she is playing  

on the beach with her children, despite it being against  
her religious beliefs. Many would consider her lack of  

dignity whilst she undressed in public a denial  
of her human rights  

 
 

It is a personal conviction to express faith through what is worn.  
The Salvation Army uniform reminds everyone that members  

stand for justice and that they are soldiers for God. Priests wear vestments when  
they lead worship. It makes them feel humble and closer to God. The cross is 

 sometimes worn to represent the belief that Jesus died and was resurrected for  
humanity. The crucifix is worn to represent the belief that Jesus sacrificed himself so  

that the sins of mankind can be forgiven and humans can earn a place with God in heaven 
 

Evangelism is the act of spreading faith to others. Some believe that it is important  
to try to talk to others about your faith. Interfaith dialogue (different faith or belief  
groups coming together to talk about their views) is important to understand other  

peoples' points of view. Some believe it is their mission to express their faith and 
to try to convert others to their religion. For example, Christians believe it  
is a duty to teach the Gospel, as Jesus said, "Make disciples (followers) of 

 all nations." Some give out leaflets, go door-to-door or  
preach in public places 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctity of life is an important belief in Christianity. For many, this belief guides personal considerations 
and actions on issues such as medical ethics, family planning, euthanasia, capital punishment and 
abortion. However, some people however hold very extreme views on the issue and believe that 
procedures like abortion are wrong and that they must act to stop them. This can lead to acts of 
violence. 

In 2015 Robert Lewis Dear shot  
and killed three and injured nine  
more at the Planned Parenthood  
clinic in Colorado. Planned  
Parenthood advises people on  
contraception and other issues of  
sexual health as well as abortion. 
  
Dear believes that the Bible  
condemns abortions and  
by attacking people who  
worked in abortion clinics  
he was doing 'God's work'. 

 

 

   

 
Personal Conviction: 

Something a person strongly feels or believes in 
 
 

Extremism: 
Believing in and supporting ideas that are very far from 

what most people consider correct and reasonable 
 

 

 

There is a fine balance between freedom of speech and action, and  
actions and speech that are considered extreme. 

For some believers, their faith is so important to them that they  
might feel justified in acting in certain extreme ways to uphold the  
belief or try to make others believe it too. These actions can cause  

harm to themselves or other people. These actions might occur because: 

 
They interpret religious texts (e.g. the Bible) in such a way 

that they believe that this is the way to behave or react 
That through such actions they will be rewarded in this life 

or an afterlife 
They are influenced by friends and family who act in similar 

ways 
They believe that they are doing the work of God 

 
There are many different types of extremism but it is important to 

remember that you do not have to be religious to hold  
extreme views. 

 

The picture below shows Fundamentalist Christians, such as the Westboro Baptist Church. Extreme  
Christian groups such as this have been termed, 'the most hated family in America' because of their  
extreme homophobic and anti-Semitic beliefs. 

Today, Fundamentalist schools are teaching girls that they should obey men, that homosexuality is  
“unnatural” and that the account of creation in Genesis is the only true account. This is  
because of a specific type of interpretation of Biblical texts. For example, in Genesis Eve was  
created ‘as a helper’ for Adam, and therefore these schools teach women to obey and be of  
service to men. The Bible also states how God destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah  
because of their constant sinning against God. Fundamentalists believe this ‘vice’ to be a  
metaphor for homosexuality and bestiality.  
 
Creationism is usually taught alongside scientific theories such as the Big Bang and Evolution. However, some 
schools explicitly only teach Creationism (creation according to the Bible), presenting this as fact. This has resulted 
in many extreme  
Christians rejecting  
science completely. 

 

 

 

 

Christian charities have been set up to reconcile 
different Christian groups and bring an end to violence and 
conflict, e.g. Corrymeela in Northern Ireland work to bring 
Roman Catholics and Protestants together as part of one 
community.  
 

Jesus said, “those who live by the sword, die by the 
sword”. This means that violence and extreme action will only 
ever result in bloodshed. Nothing good can come of it. Jesus 
was a pacifist and believed that Love would be the answer. In 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus showed the 
importance of ‘loving thy neighbour’, regardless of who they 
are or where they are from. Christians believe that they “are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Martin Luther King famously stood up against racism 
and injustice in a non-violent and peaceful way. As a result of 
his protests, e.g. the bus boycott, he was able to change the 
segregation laws that saw white people take priority over 
black people. This was a victory for Christian peacemakers 
everywhere. Jesus called all people to be peacemakers. 
 

On 1st October 2016, the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) came together in interfaith dialogue (different 
religions coming together to talk about their faith). This 
resulted in peace-building and a breakdown of 
misunderstanding and intolerance. They agreed that, 
“religion should never be used to justify violence.” The people 
who claim to be acting in the name of religion when they 
shed blood are using religion incorrectly, to justify their own, 
selfish desires. 
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