
Boudica

Boudica was queen of the Iceni, a tribe of Celtic people who lived
in eastern England, in Britain, almost 2,000 years ago. Boudicca
led her army against the Romans. She was as courageous and
powerful as any of her soldiers; her name comes from the word
'Bouda'. This means victory in her ancient Celtic language.

Boudicca lived many years ago, so we don’t have much
information about her. But we can use objects and writing from the
past to help us understand her story. It is believed Boudica was
tall, with stunning, long red hair, and wore a gold necklace and a
beautiful brooch. She was very intelligent, and had probably been
to ‘warrior school’ so she knew how to fight.

By AD 43, the Romans had conquered southern England. At
first, they allowed Boudica and her husband to continue to rule.
Boudicca’s husband, Prasutagus, was king of the Iceni (in what is
now Norfolk). When Prasutagus died with no male heir, he left his
private wealth to his two daughters and to the Roman emperor
Nero, hoping to win protection for his family. Instead,the Romans
took all his land and property, humiliated his family, and robbed
the chief tribesmen.

So, while the local Roman governor was absent,
Boudiccaraised a rebellion together with other tribes who were
also treated badly by the Romans.

Boudica and her large army defeated one Roman army and
destroyed the capital of Roman Britain, Colchester. In Colchester
she destroyed the temple built for Emperor Claudius. They also
destroyed two more cities and many people died.

Finally, Boudica and her army were defeated. The surviving
Iceni people ran away, or were turned into slaves.
Boudicaprobably killed herself with poison – her body has never
been found.

The rebellion was so shocking to Emperor Nero, the ruler of
the Roman Empire, that he wanted to withdraw from Britain!



In the end, the Romans occupied Britain for over 350 years
more. But they also treated the British people more fairly and
introduced lower taxes.

Boudica has been an inspiration to other female leaders
such as Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. Her rebellion was one of
the most significant against the Roman Empire. Now, Boudica is
remembered as one of Britain’s greatest heroines.

Activities

1. Translate the words into your home language.

2. Match words and pictures.

3. Answer:
- Where and when did the Iceni tribe live?



- What did Boudica look like?
- What was the name of Boudica’s husband?
- What was the capital of Roman Britain at this time?
- How did Boudica die?
- Why did Prasutagus give some of his money to the Romans

when he died?
- What was the effect of Boudica’s rebellion on the Romans?
- Which words, in the final paragraph, tell us that Boudica is

admired?


