
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It is important that people are brought up with a good understanding of the 
concepts of good and bad and the difference between the two. Members of 
any society have a duty to follow its laws. 

Parents and schools have a moral responsibility to teach the difference 
between right and wrong, so that young people will be respectful of others 
and, most importantly, not commit crime. All religions agree on the 
importance of law in society and the role it plays in maintaining order and 
protecting its citizens. 

  

 
 

 

What is Crime? 
Any offence that is punishable by law 

Who are the government? 
The government makes the laws which govern our 

behaviour. 
What about the police? 

The police prevent and detect crime.  
What does the criminal justice system do? 

The criminal justice system enforces these laws 
and punishes crime 

Crime vs. Sin 
Some sins are not considered crimes in our society, e.g. 

adultery or working on a Sunday (these are both against Ten 
Commandments) 

Unlike crime, which can lead to punishment, sin can lead to 
personal suffering, offending God or excommunication (being cut 
off from the Church) or even exclusion from heaven 
 

21st Century Britain 
Over 30,000 crimes are committed each day, ranging from crimes against 
property and people to internet crime and fraud. Statistically, the most 
danger is by anti-social behaviour. Society has become concerned  
with extremism and sexual offences. 

 

 

Christianity teaches forgiveness, so they do not agree with retribution as 
a purpose of punishment. 
Christians believe in justice, which means that forgiveness and 
punishment should go together. 
Christians should try to follow the example of Jesus, who forgave those 
who betrayed him. He forgave Judas during the Last Supper and on the 
cross he asked, “Father, forgive them, they don’t know that they are 
doing.” 
Christians tend to support punishment practices that lead to 
forgiveness, for example restorative justice programmes in prisons. 
Jesus taught compassion and not revenge and because of this, many 
Christians have been actively involved in prison reform to ensure that 
people are treated humanely in prison. 
They believe that it is important to recognise and address the causes of 
criminal behaviour, such as poverty, unemployment and poor social 
conditions as a means of restoring social justice and preventing crime. 
Punishment should enable a person to reform - to change their ways 
and to be of value to the community. 
“Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never- 
failing stream.” (Amos 5:24) 
 

 

Cause of Crime: 

Peer Pressure 

Poor Mental Health 

Drug/Alcohol 
Addiction 

Unemployment 

The Media; 
Violence on TV and on 
video games 

Poor Education 
(including exclusions 

  

  
  

  

    
   

Aims of Punishment 

Protection (protecting 
someone from becoming a 
victim of crime) 

Deterrent: (Put people off  
doing the crime) 

Reparation: (Make amends  
for the crime) 

Retribution (Revenge) 

Vindication (Shows respect 
for the law) 

     
    

     
 

 

 

Prison is expensive, costing the equivalent of hosting an Olympic 
Games every year! 

There are many opinions about how prisoners should be treated. 
Some believe that prison should be a place of isolation and 
punishment, without many privileges, e.g. TV 

The impact or poor prison conditions can be seen in rising rates 
of assault, self-harm and suicide among inmates. 

Prisoners are entitled to humane treatment,  
showing respect for their human rights. 

Many prisoners continue to complain about  
over-crowding, poor treatment and lack of  
access to important services. 

“Prisoners riot over poor treatment and overcrowding.” 
Some people see prison as a place of rehabilitation and reform. They believe that the 
treatments that prisoners receive should enable them to address the root cause of 
their criminality and prepare them for life as a responsible citizen. 
Services for prisoners in modern prison system: 

Drug rehabilitation 
Training for work 
Education 
Counselling 
Chaplains 

 

 

 

Fairness, fair trial and punishment that fits the crime 
Maintaining justice is a key feature of a moral society 
Justice cannot be achieved without some form of punishment. 

However the punishment must address the cause of the crime and reflect 
the severity of the crime, e.g. a murderer shouldn’t be given a fine and 
person who stole some sweets shouldn’t go to prison for life 
 

Prisons in Britain: 
The prison system in Britain is at a breaking point. Numbers of inmates  

is too high. 
When released from prison, offenders often reoffend –  

rehabilitation is needed, not just a prison sentence. 
Some prisoners are given the opportunity to reflect and reform 
It is too difficult to get a job with a criminal record 
Prisoners can often learn even more about the life of crime in prison, 

educating each other on other  
 

Restorative Justice 
A system of justice that enables criminals to make amends for their 

behaviour by meeting with their victim and apologising. 
Most people, regardless of faith, believe that humans should be given  

a second chance if they are genuinely sorry for what they have  
done, going by the principle to ‘treat others as you would  
like to be treated.’ 

 

 

What is a chaplain? 
A Chaplain is a minister, such as a priest, pastor or community member of a religious tradition. 
They are attached to non-religious institutions such as hospitals, prisons, schools or universities. 
Their job is to provide pastoral care for patients, pupils or prisoners 

What is the role of a chaplain? 
They provide counselling to inmates, supporting  

them through rehabilitation and seeing to their spiritual needs 
Prisoners need someone who is not a prison officer or warden for support due to their complex 

emotions regarding fear, loneliness, guilt or family concerns 
Chaplains also help prisoners to re-enter the community, working with parole officers and other 

volunteers 
Families of inmates also have access to prison chaplains 
Family members can be the victims of the inmates’ crimes and require the care of  

the chaplain just as much as the inmate 
Chaplains do not have to be religious. 32% of prison chaplains are not religious 

Why become a chaplain? 
There is something of God in everyone – no matter what they have done. It is a duty to support 

them 
Working as a chaplain is following in Jesus’ footsteps – you are showing compassion, love and 

kindness 
People are more than the worst thing that have ever done in their lives 
Matters of the spirit can only be solved through a certain type of therapy. Chaplains are not there to 

judge.  
 
 

Humanists have been running a project with Humanist Pastoral Support Volunteers at 
Winchester Prison. This includes meeting inmates with ‘nil’ religion on admission, holding 
discussion groups and proving counselling, such as bereavement support, for inmates. This is 
especially important as often prisoners are unable to attend funerals of loved ones or benefit 
from the type of community support  
offered to those who have suffered the loss of family or friends 

You are there primarily for the inmates. Most offenders are also victims. That doesn’t  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other, less humane methods still in use include decapitation 
(North Korea and Saudi Arabia), shooting under anaesthetic (Taiwan) 
and stoning (Sudan). 
 

The UK parliament abolished the death penalty in 1969, although 
public opinion has at times been in favour of reinstating execution for 
the worst criminals 
 

Some people convicted of crimes deserving of the death penalty 
have later been pardoned as new evidence has come to light. This 
means that innocent people are wrongly convicted and their lives are 
taken without cause. For some, this is good enough reason to keep 
the death penalty abolished. 
 

In UK, those in favour of the death penalty has fallen from 75% 
inn 1983 to 48% in 2015. 

 

 
 

The death penalty, also known as Capital Punishment, has been 
a type  
of punishment for thousands of years for the worst criminal 
behaviours. The death penalty is still legal in over 80 different 
countries (although  
50 of these countries have not used execution as a punishment in the  
last 10 years). 
 

The majority of the countries that have the death penalty are 
nations like China, Afghanistan and USA. In America, ‘death row’ (the 
name given to  
the area where prisoners waiting to be executed are held) has now  
become a popular feature of film, TV programmes and 
documentaries. 
 

82% of global nations do not use the death penalty. 
 

Methods of execution have changed over the last century as 

 
 

Only God has the right to take a life 
Execution goes against the sanctity of life 
All life is precious and only God should end it 
“Thou shalt not kill,” is a clear commandment 
Jesus taught us to be compassionate and forgiving 
Jesus forgave the woman caught in adultery and also pleases with God for 

his executioners to be forgiven when he was on the cross 
“Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
Christians favour reform over execution. Many work as Chaplains in prisons. 
Jesus taught ‘turn the other cheek’, to love our enemies and to forgive.  

Execution makes these impossible. 
The Quakers have campaigned against the death penalty since 1818 
All human life should be respected and everyone is a reflection of 

God/contains  
a little of God  

Punishments should always be used to reform 
Some of the first prison reformers were Quakers who worked to maintain 

the dignity and humanity of prisoners 
“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes 

of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.” 

 

 

 

There needs to be an ultimate punishment to act as a deterrent 
“While the evidence tells me that the death penalty does little to deter 

crime, I believe there are some crimes – mass murder, the rape and murder of 
a child – so heinous, so beyond the pale, that the community is justified in 
expressing the full measure of its outrage by meting out the ultimate 
punishment.” (Barack Obama) 

“People who go out prepared to take the lives of other people forfeit their 
own right to live.” (M Thatcher, Former British Prime Minister, 1984) 

The justice system in UK has sometimes failed to work, even though 
there are  
many examples of dangerous criminals who need to be permanently removed 
 from society. For example, Myles Williams, 19, from East London, was 
convicted  
for the murder of his girlfriend Kirsty Treloar who was 20. He had previously  
been arrested for violently dragging her along the street, but was released on  
bail (on the condition that he did not contact her). In cases like this, people 
would agree that the justice system had failed the victim and her family. 

The average cost of keeping a person in jail for a year is almost $60,000 
– over three times higher than the average yearly salary. The average cost of 
the lethal injection is $1,300.  Some would therefore argue that, economically, 
it makes more sense to kill someone deserving of the death penalty than to 
keep them alive in prison for life. 

          
                 

    
 

 
 

Some Christians support the death penalty, seeing it as following the Old 
Testament law of ‘an eye for an eye’. In the Old Testament it states, “Whoever sheds 
the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed.” 

The Old Testament specifies 36 capital offences. These are crimes that are 
deserving of the death penalty and include idolatry, blasphemy and murder. 

Some Christians argue that the death penalty was not only approved, but 
created by God. 

Capital punishment upholds the commandment, ‘thou shalt not kill’, by 
showing the seriousness of the crime of murder 

RC Christians are divided. Traditionally the Catholic Church has allowed 
(but not encouraged) capital punishment 

In 1997 the Vatican issued a statement saying that execution was 
acceptable where the identity of the criminal was absolutely confirmed and 
where execution was the only means to protect society from the criminal 

The Vatican also states that non-lethal means of punishment were “more 
in keeping with the concrete conditions of the common good and the dignity of 
the human person.” (Pope John Paul II) 

 
 

  

Capital punishment is generally opposed by humanists because they 
think premeditated killing is wrong, even when carried out by the state 

The death penalty raises the possibility of error and an irreversible 
failure of  
justice by issuing a sentence that cannot be reversed 

Humanists believe that treating criminals fairly also helps to ensure that  
innocent suspects are treated fairly 

Some people see execution of any form as morally wrong and might argues  
that there is little evidence that the death penalty works as a deterrent.  
Religious people might agree with these views and also believe  
that life is sacred and shouldn't be ended by human beings. 

 
Other Arguments against the Death Penalty 

Humans make mistakes – they can get the judgement wrong. Innocent 
people can be killed 

Botched executions can leave a person dying in pain and agony for hours, 
which is inhumane 

“Capital punishment is against the better judgement of modern criminology 
and against the highest expression of love in the nature of God.” (Martin Luther 
King Jr) 

“This is a democracy – the government is me. If the government is killing 
somebody, then I am killing somebody.”  

 

Oppose the death penalty – for all crimes, without exception 
Evidence shows that it doesn’t deter crime. It is often used with unfair justice 

systems 
It discriminates. Statistics show that the death penalty is used disproportionately 

against the poor, minorities and member of racial, ethnic and religious communities. In 
USA you are 7 times more likely to receive the death penalty is the victim was white 
than if the victim was African-American 

It can be used as a political tool as many governors have fast-tracked executions to 
show that they are ‘hard on crime’. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christianity is known as a religion of 
forgiveness, love and compassion 

Jesus’ teachings and the teachings of moral 
exemplars, e.g. MLK, show forgiveness to all 

“Do not judge and you will not be judged. Do 
not condemn and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven.” (Luke 6:37) 

The Lord’s Prayer: “forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.” 

In Jesus’ Beatitudes (the blessings listed by 
Jesus in his sermon on the mount) demonstrate 
forgiveness:  
 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 
 shown mercy.” 

 

 

Martin Luther  
King Jr 

“Forgiveness is not 
an occasional act, it 

is a constant 
attitude.” 

 

Jesus’ Actions: 
 

Jesus visited Zacchaeus, despite his cheating 
and greed. This enabled Zacchaeus to  
make amends and reform. 
 

Jesus forgive the adulterous woman,  
saying that ‘he who has not sinned can  
throw the first stone’. 
 

Bible Stories: 
 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son teaches 
about forgiveness. A son demands his inheritance 
from his father, abandons his family and wastes 
his money. Later, poor and hungry, he returns to 
his father who forgives his son and welcomes him 
back. 
 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant tells us 
that we must forgive others, ‘Seventy times 
seven’, in order to be forgiven. So, Christians 
believe they should forgive a limitless number of 
times because they will be forgiven by God for 
their many sins. 
 

“If you do not forgive others, your  
Father will not forgive your sins.”  
(Matthew 6:15) 

 

 

For Roman Catholics, forgiveness is supported through 
confession and atonement, e.g. prayers. RCs believe  
that Christ started the sacrament of penance and they 
believe that God’s forgiveness is granted through a 
priest’s pardon after confession 
 

Evangelical Christians believe that forgiveness  
is granted by God and reliant upon faith. Here, 
confession is not accepted as a route 
to forgiveness. 

 

 

Gee Walker 

“I have to forgive 
them. I cannot 

hate. Hate is what 
killed Anthony.” 

 

 

 

Forgiveness is crucial for human relationships 

We all make mistakes and are capable of selfish 
behaviour, but are also capable of understanding and 
forgiveness. 

The Golden Rule to treat others as we would like to be 
treated ourselves required us to forgive mistakes and selfish 
behaviour and accept different views 

Human compassion and common sense compels us to 
forgive 

It is not easy to forgive, and sometimes forgiveness seems 
impossible, but the best we can do is to work to make sure that 
whatever needs forgiving does not happen again 

“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any act or pattern of behaviour which goes against  
accepted moral, religious or ethical codes is considered to be ‘wrong’ 

Much like the term, ‘good’, ‘wrong’ is a relative term and can be situational.  
For example, what is ‘wrong’ in one situation might be ‘right’ in another, such  
as stealing. Stealing is ‘wrong’ if it is out of personal greed or for financial gain.  

However, few people would condemn or punish a parent who steals a loaf of bread  
to feed their starving children. 

Utilitarians believe that we should make choices based on how happy it makes me or  
other people. The choice that produces the most happiness is the  

correct one because it is affecting the greatest number  
of people. Punishment should also be considered in a  

utilitarian way, i.e. which punishment  
will cause the most  

happiness in society? 

 

Virtues are qualities thought of as good, right and 
honest. Examples are: 

 

Chastity (not having sex until marriage)  

Temperance (not drinking alcohol) 

Charity (volunteering time and effort) 

Diligence (careful and persistent effort) 

Patience (acceptance or tolerance or 
problems) 

Kindness (compassion towards others) 

Humility (modest view of your own 
importance) 
 

Practising these virtues is believed to keep people safe 
from the temptation to commit sin. 

 

 

 

Good and evil are believed to both be related to suffering.  
What exactly is ‘good’ and what exactly makes an action ‘wrong’? 

 

These questions play an important role in 21st Century Britain. In  
addition, there is a wide diversity of belief and interpretation that  
exist within Christianity and between Christianity and Humanism. 

Morality 
Principles and standards determining which actions  

are right or wrong. 
Conscience 

Inner voice telling us right from wrong. Christians  
believe it is given by God. 

 

 

 

Making moral decisions is not a straight-forward, risk-free 
process 

We use our conscience, which helps us to make the right choice 
Our free will enables us to make decisions and choices that are 

our own 
Past experiences teach us the rightness and wrongness of our 

choices 
The law offers strict guidance for our behaviour, to maintain 

peace, order and harmony. Breaking these laws can lead to 
punishment, fines, community service and prison. 

 

 

 

People consult religious leaders or community elders for advice 
and guidance as it is accepted that these people have the experience 
and wisdom to offer advice 

Religious people look towards their religious teachings and 
sacred texts before making decisions, e.g. the Bible 

Some look to moral exemplars, such as Martin Luther King Jnr 
for guidance 

Moral decision-making is difficult because each case and 
decision is unique. This is called Situation Ethics – the idea that  
certain behaviour may be right or wrong, depending on  
the situation. 

 

 

 

The WWJD movement (What Would Jesus Do?) was  
started by Evangelical Christians in America in 1990s. People  
wear bracelets to remind them of their Christian beliefs and  

to prompt them to make decisions that will be in keeping  
with the life and teachings of Jesus.  

 
If facing a moral dilemma, Christians would ask: What  

would Jesus do in this situation? 

 

 
 

 

 

This is when a person has a principle or a moral rule, such as ‘do not kill’,  
and believes that it is wrong to kill in all situations, whatever the context or 
circumstance 

Roman Catholics and Quakers are examples of Christian denominations 
who are absolutist in their moral values (if it is a moral rule, is it always a valid 
rule,  
whatever the situation. 

 

Moral principles can be adapted in certain situations. E.g. the principle to  
‘not kill’ can be adapted in times or war or in self-defence. This might be because  
death in war, for example, might reduce suffering in the long-term 

Protestant churches like the Church of England would be described as  
relativist in their approach to morality 

Humanists follow a relative moral approach to judging  
situations and moral dilemmas 
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