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Forest Gate Community School
Fly, Grow, Connect, Strive

THE school has been named the sixth-
best performing in the country for GCSEs, 
according to statistics published by the 
government in October.

Forest Gate Community School scored 1.31 
in the Progress 8 league tables, which measure 
the progress that pupils make from the start of 
secondary school until GCSE results.

The results are more than a grade and a 
quarter higher than the national average, which 
is zero.

The results represent an eight-place jump in 
the league table, with the school having placed 
14th in last year’s rankings.

Executive Headteacher Mr Elliott said: “This 

is truly a momentous day in the rich recent 
history at Forest Gate Community School. To 
be ranked the number six school in the country 
is truly an incredible achievement. 

“This success is a testament to the talent, 
support and dedication of my staff, governing 
team, students and the wonderful rich and 
diverse community we serve.

“The transformation of this school means 
our students are now benefiting from the type 
of education that can make a real difference to 
their life chances.

“At this school there is no ambition too 
elevated, no challenge too exacting in our 
continuing pursuit of excellence.

No challenge too big!
Delight: Forest Gate students 
celebrate their exam results

Newham which can and are being negated by 
a school which believes there are no barriers to 
success.

“There are schools with a similar profile 
to ours which could benefit from support in 
delivering the kind of education that can lift 
and pull communities out of poverty.

“The Community Schools Trust has been 
set up to share the knowledge and expertise at 
Forest Gate Community School and to work in 
partnership with those needing support.”

FOREST Gate Community School is 
celebrating after it was awarded  
world-class status in recognition of its 
outstanding results.

The school received the 
World Class School Quality 
Mark (WCSQM) after a 
rigorous assessment process.

The award recognises state 
secondary schools, which go 
beyond the highest Ofsted 
inspection grade of Outstanding and 
demonstrates students achieve well above 
the national average.

Forest Gate is among just 16 secondary 
schools around the UK to have been 

Feeling on top of the world

“The hard work begins now to replicate 
this success year-on-year. It is a challenge we 
accept with relish.”

This year, the school launched a multi-
academy organisation, the Community Schools 
Trust, to help transform other schools.

Mr Elliott added: “There are simply not 
enough schools like ours offering a truly 
transformative education for young people in 
this country.

“There are many social problems in 

inducted into the select group this year.
The school received their award at the 

WCSQM ceremony held at the world-
famous Churchill College, Cambridge, in 

December.
Associate Headteacher Mrs 

Whelan said: “This award 
shows that the school have 
worked hard to go beyond the 
Ofsted rating of Outstanding 
into an entirely new bracket of 

elite schools.
“To be recognised as a school with 

world-class status is a testament to the 
talent and determination of the entire 
school community.”



Page 2 Forest Gate Community School newsletter n Winter 2017

OUR Executive Headteacher Mr Elliott has 
been named among the 1,000 most influential 
people in the capital.

Mr Elliott was named in the education 
section of the Progress 1000, which is 
published by the Evening Standard every year.

The list recognises the movers and shakers 
in the capital across a number of industries 
including business, the arts, sport, faith and 
politics. 

Also included on the list is Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd, director of the Tate museum 
Maria Balshaw, Hollywood actress Emily 
Blunt and rapper Stormzy.

Mr Elliott was honoured at a glitzy award 
ceremony hosted by Evening Standard editor 

George Osborne and mayor Sadiq Khan at the 
Tate museum in October.

The section relating to Mr Elliott reads: 
“Elliott’s school won the Evening Standard’s 
Outstanding Achievement in Challenging 
Circumstances award. 

“It was the only secondary in the capital to 
go from an Ofsted “requires improvement” to 
“Outstanding” in the last academic year. 

“Inspectors said the school had been 
‘transformed’ by Elliott’s ‘exemplary’ 
leadership. It is now in the top 13 per 
cent of all schools nationally with results 
‘significantly’ above average. 

“Crucially, at a school where two-thirds 
of pupils are eligible for the pupil premium, 
disadvantaged pupils made ‘exceptionally’ 
good progress.”

Mr Elliott said: “It is both a great surprise 
and great privilege to be named among the 
most influential people in the capital, particular 
for a working-class boy from the north of 
England. 

Head wins place among
capital’s leading figures

Proud: 
Mr Elliott 
pictured at 
the awards 
ceremony

“This is an honour that I share with the 
incredible staff and students that I have the 
privilege to work with every 
single day.

“I accept this honour in the 
knowledge that it would never 
have been bestowed upon  
me without those that have 
helped to make this school among the best in 
the country.”

Mr Khan said: “I am proud that this 
year’s list of 1,000 Londoners is topped by 

OUR Executive Headteacher Mr Elliott 
told the Times Education Supplement 
our success is down to creating a culture 
similar to top independent schools.

Mr Elliott spoke to the industry-leading 
publication following the publishing of the 
new Progress 8 measures, where the school 

was ranked sixth in 
the country.

He told them in 
October: “We have 
a culture where the 
staff here go above and beyond. 

“They are here from early until late at 

night and they set the bar really high for 
children.”

 Mr Elliott added: “It takes a lot of 
group effort to make that happen. We 
have worked with the parents here to get 
the same sort of spirit that you would get 
at a public school.”

Success down to independent school culture 

headteachers, police officers, firefighters and 
frontline NHS staff – from paramedics to 

doctors – in recognition of their 
extraordinary acts of courage this 
summer.”

Mr Osborne added: “The 
combined achievements and 
future potential of our 1,000 give 

us heart that whatever happens in the world 
in the coming years, London will remain a 
destination for talent, a hub for the exchange of 
ideas and a global capital.”
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THE school has been honoured under a new 
programme set up by the Mayor of London to 
recognise exceptional schools in London.

Schools for Success was set up by Sadiq 
Khan’s office to help tackle education 
inequality and increase standards for all 
school children across the capital.

The scheme celebrates schools that achieve 
academic success with all their pupils but 
particularly those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

Executive Headteacher Mr Elliott and 
Associate Headteacher Mrs Whelan joined 
the mayor at a special launch party held at 
City Hall in October. 

The school was chosen as recognition of 
being in the top six per cent of schools in the 
capital for exam results. 

Mrs Whelan said: “It is a great privilege to 
be invited into such a prestigious scheme. 

“It is an acknowledgment of all the hard 
work that has gone into making this such a 
successful school. 

“The mayor’s vision of using very 
successful schools to help those who are 
not reaching their potential is one which is 
shared by the Trust that runs Forest Gate 
Community, the Community Schools Trust.  

“As a Trust we are committed to sharing 
the skills and expertise that has made Forest 
Gate Community among the very best in the 
country. 

“This school is unique in that we are 
able to achieve very successful results with 
students of all abilities and backgrounds. 

“It is only right that we are able to offer the 
kinds of life opportunities to students at other 
schools.”

Mr Khan said: “London has some of the 

School invited to help 
mayor raise standards

Recognition: Mr Elliott and 
Mrs Whelan (left) with Deputy 
Mayor of London Joanne 
McCartney at the scheme’s 
launch party in City Hall

best schools in the country  and Schools for 
Success shows the huge difference that good 
quality teaching can make to pupils who 
started off behind in their studies.”

Students set sights 
on silver reward

Dedicated: Some of the 
pupils at the ceremony

STUDENTS were recognised for their 
achievements at a ceremony honouring the 
completion of the first phase of our Master 
Mission programme.

 Students completed a variety of tasks 
aimed at promoting independent learning, 
self-reliance, dedication and a positive 
contribution to the school and wider 
community. 

They were presented with a bespoke 
Bronze Master Mission Award badge and a 
certificate during the ceremony held at the 
school in October.

Students are working towards their silver 
award and the next ceremony is due to take 
place next term on January 10.

You can find out more about the Master 
Mission Awards programme by visiting the 
following link on our school website:  
www.forestgatecst.org/students/enrichment/
master-mission.
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Students 
broaden 
their art 
horizons
OUR Year 9 students 
gave up their lunchtimes 
to design and paint large 
school murals inspired by 
neo-pop and mural artist 
Romero Britto.

The four large murals, 
which have won praise 
from pupils, teachers 
and parents, are now on 
display around the school.

Ms Waldren said: “This 
was a great opportunity 
for Forest Gate students 
to broaden their artistic 
confidence and refine 
their painting skills, all 
whilst having fun.”

Our pupils have raised 
the bar once again

Executive Headteacher Simon 
Elliott looks back over the last 
term at Forest Gate.

THIS term Forest Gate Community 
School moved into a whole new class.

Our continued success means we must 
continue to strive to get better and to 
improve.

However, as you will read in this 
newsletter, we have once again raised the 
bar.

We don’t believe in barriers at the 
school, not for our pupils, or our  
school.

As the sixth-best performing school in 
the United Kingdom, we are providing  
life-changing opportunities to our 
students.

Our accreditation from World Class 
Schools shows that we have moved past 
our Outstanding Ofsted rating to  
become amongst the elite of schools 
worldwide.  

As part of the Community Schools 
Trust, we will be able to share the 
expertise and community values which 
have brought such huge success to this 

school to others in the Trust. I want to 
reassure families that, despite becoming 
CEO of the Trust, I will remain very much 
part of the running of this school. 

In her role as Associate Headteacher,  
Mrs Whelan will support with the day-to-
day running of the school but I will  
remain in charge of the direction of the 
school.

Mrs Whelan has been a colleague for 11 
years and is a strong, highly capable and 
talented leader who is well versed in  
the systems and expectations that  
we employ at FGCS. 

She is the ideal candidate to  
help me take the school further.

It just remains for me to wish 
you all season’s greetings. 

Enjoy the holiday.

  We have now moved past our Outstanding 
Ofsted rating to become amongst the elite 

of schools worldwide...‘
‘
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THE school honoured the memory of 
inspirational Assistant Headteacher Sham 
Uddin at a fundraising event this term.

A total of £821.47 will be shared between 
Macmillan Cancer Support and a mosque 
which is to be named after Sham.

The whole school community came together 
to mark the life of the English teacher at an 
afternoon tea held at the school in October.

Associate Headteacher Mrs Whelan said: 
“Sham Uddin was an inspirational leader, 
supportive colleague and dedicated teacher.  

“Her commitment to the students at Forest 
Gate Community school was exceptional 
and staff, students and parents wanted an 
opportunity to remember Sham. 

“Through organising an afternoon tea, we 
were able to come together and share our 
stories with her family and raise money for 
good causes. 

“Macmillan nurses helped Sham throughout 
her illness and her faith and family were very 
important to her. 

“The money contributed to the mosque 
in her name in Bangladesh is a testament to 
Sham’s own generosity. She always put others 
first.”

In memory of Sham
School event 
celebrated 
teacher’s life 

Inspirational: Sham 
Uddin with Newham 
Council’s Director of 
Children and Young 
People’s Services, 
James Thomas

q STUDENTS Charles Morton and
Hamza Akbar were chosen as 

this term’s Jack Petchey Foundation 
Outstanding Achievers.

‘

‘

 I wrItE to you at the end of my first 
term as Associate Headteacher at 

Forest Gate Community School. 
As you will be aware, I have been here 

for five years and have previously been 
Deputy Headteacher at the school 
and therefore have been here as 
part of the school’s journey to the 
outstanding position it is in today. 

Continuing to work closely 
with Mr Elliott, I intend to build 
on the firm foundations that his 
leadership has cemented. I 
believe that every child 
should have the best 
opportunities to achieve 

and should be able to flourish in the 
academic environment that this school 

offers. 
I am very proud of the fact that 

students at this school achieve 
significantly above what they 
would if they attended other 

schools. this is underpinned by 
my strong commitment to pastoral 

support. 
Myself and the staff at this 
school expect exemplary 

politeness and behaviour 

from our students and we are pleased 
that  our parents and students support us 
in this mission.  

I am particularly keen to develop the 
resilience of our students through our 
Master Mission programme. 

with a significant number achieving 
the bronze award this half term, it 
demonstrates to me the grit and 
determination of our students, which 
are key skills in preparing them for the 
challenges of exams and life beyond 
Forest Gate Community School.  

Can I take this opportunity to  
thank everyone for their support  
thus far and in 2018.

So proud of students who flourish 
in school’s academic environment 

Associate Headteacher Mrs Whelan (below) 
reflects on her new role at the school...
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OUR Year 8 students are celebrating after 
they finished joint first in a borough schools 
engineering challenge.

The school entered two teams into the 
Faraday Challenge Day, sponsored by the 
Jack Petchey Foundation, with our other team 
coming second.

Students were set the task of becoming 
real-life engineers by designing a theme park 
attraction aimed at thrill-seekers.

They were given ‘Faraday’ currency which 
they could use to purchase items such as 
pressure plates and moisture  sensors for their 
attraction.

They then built prototypes, including 
working circuits, before presenting their ideas 
to the judges.

Zeeshan Zaman, who was part of the team 
that came joint first, said: “Our idea was a 
maze featuring booby traps. 

“We used the pressure plate to activate a 
light which revealed hidden ink, giving people 
clues to avoid monsters and find how to 
escape.”

Teammate Sophia Arshad added: “Our 
unique selling point was that we catered for 

Young engineers earn 
challenge day triumph

New skills: The Forest Gate students get to grips with the theme park challenge

everyone, even blind people, proposing a 
buzzer on the pressure plate and clues written 
in Braille.

“It was a really fun day and it also enhanced 

STAFF and students dressed up as their 
favourite ghoulish literary character for 
Gothic Literature Day in October.

Our Year 7 art club transformed 
students into vampires, ghouls and 
Frankensteins with their face painting 
skills.

The Food Technology Department got 
into the spirit of the day by selling healthy 
Gothic-inspired treats while the Student 
Council ran a ‘guess the sweets in the jar’ 
competition.

In the library, students were inspired 
to write stories about the characters they 
were dressed as.

Mr Bisham said: “Gothic Literature 
Day was a chance for the school to come 
together, inspire pupils to improve their 
literacy and a good excuse for both staff 
and students to dress up.

“The costumes were brilliantly  
inventive and often terrifying. The 
costumes clearly stimulated the pupils’ 
creativity.”

All dressed up 
for Gothic day

School teams both 
shine in project

our knowledge of engineering as it was very 
hands-on. Not only this but it helped with  
so many other skills too. It is a very beneficial 
event for students to take part in.”
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Career options 
for Year 11s

Playing a part at 
special service

YEAR 10 Henry Houghton ran for Newham 
at the London Youth Games after winning the 
borough’s cross country championships.

Henry beat tough competition from schools 
across the borough to come out on top in the 
six-kilometre race over Wanstead Flats in 
October.

Henry credited advice from PE staff, who 
told him to track the leading runner, for his 
success.

He said: “I enjoy playing all sorts of sports, 
particularly football and rugby, but I tried cross 
country in Year 7 and it turns out I was good 
at it.” 

“My teacher told me to stay behind the 
person in first so that the wind resistance 
doesn’t slow you down, and then take over 
when the time is right, and so that’s what I 
did.” 

He added: “Wanstead Flats is our only real 
piece of greenery, whereas other boroughs have 
lots of green space to run and practise, so to 
win is an even bigger achievement.” 

On being picked to represent Newham, he 
said: “It’s a great opportunity and it will be 
good to represent where I’m from against other 
boroughs.”

Henry was joined by Ahmed Chilla, Safiyyah 
Saiyed and Esme Jones at the London Youth 
Games Cross Country in November held at 
Parliament Hill.

Henry follows 
advice to run 
into top spot

Budding artists 
earn accolades
LAST year’s Year 11 pupils have had their art work 
on display at a month-long exhibition held at The Gate 
Library this term.

The gala opening, sponsored by Newham Council, 
in November attracted students, ex-students, parents, 
staff and local artists.

The exhibition featured a diverse range of work 
including painting, printmaking, installation, sculpture 
and collage.

Students also won rave reviews for their Not So 
Born Free exhibition held at Cafe Familia on Forest 
Lane.

Head of Art Ms Ovenden said: “The response to the 
work at both exhibitions was amazing. Many, many 
people commented on how professional the work was.

“It’s such a terrific accolade for our young artists 
to exhibit in a public space. We hope to make these 
annual events.”

PUPILS got the chance to meet 
professionals from a range of industries 
at our annual Year 11 careers fair.

Representatives from The Ministry of 
Defence, Hilton Hotels, Crossrail and 
Newham Police were on hand to offer 
guidance and support to our students.

They also got to chat with local sixth 
forms including the NCS, New Vic, Bsix, 
Six21 and Havering College, as well as 
The National Careers Service and Skills 
for Growth.

Assistant Headteacher Mr Rahman 
said: “It was an excellent educational and 
fun day, with the Year 11s being given 
the chance to explore the outside world 
and to find out as much as possible. 

“The feedback we heard from the 
providers was how fascinated and 
inquisitive the students were in their 
conversations with them.”

OUR Student Council represented the 
school with pride at an Armistice service 
to honour fallen soldiers.

Associate Headteacher Mrs Whelan 
also attended the service held at Central 
Park, East Ham, in November.

Meanwhile, handmade clay poppies 
made by Year 8 art students have been 
on display in reception to commemorate 
Remembrance Day. 

The small plinths have the names of 
‘The Unremembered’ – a Labour Corp 
group who played an essential part in the 
war effort.
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In brief...

YEAR 10 Harry Rodriguez has been awarded 
the prestigious Jack Petchey award for 
Outstanding Leadership.

Harry (right) was handed the award in 
recognition of his help running the Card Club, 
the school’s board game lunchtime club.

Along with a badge and certificate, Harry 
was also awarded a £250 prize which he says 
he will spend on games for the club.

He said: “I never expected to win a Jack 
Petchey award but it is lovely to feel so 
appreciated. My parents are really pleased  
with me.

“I could have used the money on a trip for 
me and friends but I plan to put the money 
straight back into the Card Club. 

“I want to buy some new board games and 
perhaps some game mats. That way as many 
people as possible can benefit from the prize.” 

He added: “I have my certificate framed in 
my room and I got a badge too, so I’m more 
than happy with that. I want to use the money 
in the best way possible to help other students 
at the school.”

OUR Year 8 girls’ rugby team will 
compete at the London Youth Games 
after being crowned borough champions. 

The Forest Gate Roses scored wins over 
Lister, East London Science School and 
our other team, Forest Gate Ferns. 

The victories set up a mouth-watering 
decider against host Eastlea Community 
School. 

In a tight game, the girls ran out 10-5 
winners thanks to a match-winning try 
from the team captain Eedie Baker-
Thompson. 

Eedie said: “I think the tournament 
went really well for us due to our strong 
team work and co-operation.” 

Coach James Adamson, of East London 
Rugby Club, said: “They played well,  
enjoyed themselves and showed some 
good sportspersonship.” 

Harry puts the 
Card Club first

Geography to 
the forefront

Champion rugby girls set for Youth Games

qOUR Year 7 and 8 cricket team overcame 
top-class opposition to win Lord’s cricket 

tournament in November.

qSTUDENTS Harvey Saunders and Nazia 
Khanam are running for Newham Young 

Mayor. Vote for them by following the link: 
www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/ServiceChild/
Young-Mayor-candidates

STUDENTS listened to talks from the Royal 
Geographical Society, took part in a quiz 
and held a photo competition for Geography 
Awareness Week.

Students also took part in a Big Question 
session on the geomorphology of Mars  
and learned about possible careers that involve 
geography. 

Students were quizzed on their knowledge of 
UK, world and international geography during 
the inter-form contest.

The RSG talk focused on the holistic nature 
and practicality of geography outside the 
classroom environment.

Year 8 Hamza Akbar said: “The talk helped 
me see that geography includes areas such as 
geopolitics.

“It looks at the big questions and tries to find 
answers for issues such as why world wars are 
started.”

Year 8 Izach Castro said: “Before this week, 
I didn’t know what a meteorologist was but 
now I can see it as something I might wish to 
do in the future.

“It relates to my two favourite subjects, 
geography and maths.”

Pupil Martin Svetlikauskas added: “The 
geography competition allowed us to compete 
with Year 8s and 9s, which was exciting.”

qOUR students chose better transport 
as their number one priority for the 

Make Your Mark 2017 ballot. They called on 
Transport for London to make transport in the 
capital cleaner, cheaper and more accessible.

Transport received 126 votes and was 
closely followed by a desire to have work 
experience hubs for 11 to 18-year-olds.

Student Council coordinator Mr Clark 
said: “A topped-up oyster card in the big 
metropolis is a golden ticket for our 

freedom-breathing, young Londoners.”

qTHE school held a snack attack in 
October to encourage students to  

try out some healthier alternatives to junk 
food.

qOUR Student Council heard from a 
range of guest speakers when visiting 

Forest School for a leadership conference.

qOUR Year 8 girls team beat local rivals 
Lister 35-30 to win our first-ever girls’ 

rugby match.

Jubilant:  
The Forest 
Gate girls


