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Forest Gate Community School
Fly, Grow, Connect, Strive

THE school is celebrating yet another year of 
record-breaking GCSE results which could see 
us reach the top 10 best-performing schools in 
the country.

In this year’s new-look GCSE exams, 76% 
of pupils attained grades Level 4 and higher, 
the equivalent of A* -C, across five subjects 
including English and maths – the school’s  
best-ever results.

The school also scored high on the Progress 
8 measures, introduced last year, which track 
how much progress pupils make between 
starting school and finishing their GCSEs.

 Based on last year’s results, the school 
would be ranked in the top 10 nationally for 
GCSE results and be  the best performing 
school in Newham. Just under half of students 

Students’ efforts put 
them among the best

got three or more A or A* grades while a 
remarkable 92 per cent passed the English 
literature exam with a grade 4 or higher. One in 
10 of the students got nine A or A* grades.

Among the star performers was Kaashif 
Kamaly, whose six A* and seven As are 
enough to get him into the world-renowned 
Eton College.

Students achieved the excellent results 
against a backdrop of the biggest shake-up to 
GCSE exams in a generation.

New exams in English language, English 
literature and maths, taken by the Year 11 
students, were graded in numbers, with nine as 
the highest mark and one the lowest.

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “The school 
has once again exceeded expectations. Last 

year our results were strong enough to see us 
ranked 14th best school in the country and this 
year we have done even better.

 “Whether that will see us break into the  
top 10 of schools nationally remains to be  
seen but what we can say with certainty is  
that our pupils have been set on a path that  
will give them the best possible chance to 
succeed.

 “The school demands only the highest 
standards from its staff and students. We 
have created a culture at this school where 
achievement and success is expected.

 “Our pupils may not enjoy the privilege of 
those at grammar or independent schools but 
these results show they receive a comparable 
standard of education.”

WELL DONE: 
Headteacher 
Simon Elliott 
was on hand 
to congratulate 
students
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TALENTED Kaashif Kamaly has scored 
top marks in his exams to secure his 
place on a £76,000 scholarship at Princes 
William and Harry’s old school Eton. 

Kaashif will swap Forest Gate for the 
hallowed halls of the world-famous public 
school after achieving six A* and seven As 
in his GCSEs.

He will rub shoulders with the elite 
when he takes his place at the school near 
Windsor, Berkshire, to study A Level 
maths, chemistry, English literature, 
biology and history.

He said: “I’m so happy words can’t even 
describe it. I’m totally in shock. It’s been a 
difficult couple of years but I’m very proud 
of what I’ve achieved and it’s thanks to my 
parents and the school.

“The first part of the three-part 
educational trilogy has finished. Eton 
College next. I’ve worked so hard, now 
I’ve finally done it. I feel like I’ve proved 
myself.

“Eton is renowned for having the best 
education so I’m grateful to go there.”

Kaashif credits his “hero” father Shah 
Mia, and his mother Shewly Begum, for 
instilling a work ethic in him. 

He said that he had been turned down 
by a lot of colleges but he had definitely 
“saved the best until last.”

The student, who will be joining the elite 
of English education, said it was a relief to 
learn of the results he had achieved.

He said: “I’m relieved with what I got. 
What I have in front me has opened a 
gateway. To say it’s a victory for myself is 
an injustice. 

“I would say it’s 80 percent down to the 
school, they have really pushed me. It’s a 
debt that can’t be repaid.”

Headteacher Mr Elliott said: “Kaashif is 
one of the most diligent and hardworking 
students I have ever known.

 “These results mean he has now 
confirmed his place at Eton. There he 
will receive the kind of education usually 
reserved for the very elite of this country.

 “His success will act as an inspiration to 
all the pupils at this school. If you have the 
determination and the talent we will help 
you reach your potential.”

Eton’s the reward for  
Kaashif’s hard work

Grateful: Kaashif puts his success down largely to the school’s inspiration

Pupil’s top 
marks win 
scholarship 
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FOREST Gate students have scored the results 
they needed to be accepted on to scholarships 
at fee-paying schools.

This year the school will send a record-
breaking five pupils to sixth forms at top 
independent schools following another year of 
top GCSE results.

Since the scholarship programme began 
three years ago, so far nine pupils have won 
places at top schools including two at Eton and 
one at Winchester College, 

Student Moosa Ali said there had been a 
“collective effort” among students to succeed 
in their GCSE exams.

The 16-year-old has confirmed his place at 
Westminster public school after achieving nine 
A* and two As.

He said: “We have been doing extra revision 
after school as a group. It’s been a real 
collective effort amongst us and it’s all paid 
off. I’m so happy for everyone.

“This result was what I needed to get into 
Westminster. It is the beginning for me. I 
thought about going into the financial industry 
after university but I want my life to be about 
more than money. 

“What has happened at this school has 
inspired me to do something meaningful that 
helps future generations, perhaps working for 
a charity.” 

Meanwhile Rayyan Chagani, 16, will take 
up a scholarship at the independent Latymer 
School, while Rehim Miah, 16, has won a 
place at Forest School.

Rehim said: ‘I am really pleased to have got 
the results I need, thanks to the school. The 

Fantastic five move on 
to leading sixth forms

Joint effort: Moosa 
Ali praised the 
work ethic of his 
fellow pupils

Clever Adam takes the step up to Oxford
A FORMER student who earned a 
scholarship to a top independent school 
two years ago has won a place at Oxford.

Adam Patel crossed London to take up a 
place at the prestigious Latymer School in 
Hammersmith, West London in 2015.

He spent two years at Latymer on a 
£32,000 scholarship, where he studied A 
Levels in maths, further maths and physics 
in the school’s sixth form.

Clever Adam (right), who was our 
fourth scholarship student, scored a 
remarkable four A* grades and has 
now accepted a place at Oxford to read 
chemistry.

He said: “I am absolutely delighted to 
have done so well in my A Levels and now 
be on my way to Oxford. It is a dream 
come true.

“I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank my old headteacher Mr Elliott and 

the teachers at the school for everything 
they have done for me. 

“Without their help, I never would have 
done so well in my GCSEs, I never would 
have got a place at Latymer and chances 
are I would not be going to Oxford.

“This opportunity has completely 
changed my life. Forest Gate Community 
is a truly remarkable school, it will always 
remain with me.”

Other well-known former Latymerians 
include late comic Mel Smith, late actor 
Alan Rickman, Labour MP Keith Vaz and 
TV chef Heston Blumenthal.

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: 
“Students leaving Forest Gate and coming 
back to tell us they are going to either 
Oxford or Cambridge has become quite a 
frequent occurrence in recent years.

“We are extremely proud that our 
students are seizing the opportunities  

they have been given. As well as nurturing 
talent, we also instil a very strong work 
ethic in our pupils. 

“Four A star 
grades at A Level 
is a wonderful 
achievement and a 
shining example to 
our students that the 
hard work should not 
stop when you leave 
our school.”

scholarship programme they run makes a big 
difference to people’s lives.

“It has been a real team effort at the school, 
from the teachers to the students – we all want 
each other to do well.

“This is how all schools should be. A place 
where people are supported in their dreams and 
aspirations.”

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “This is 
yet another proud day in the history of Forest 

Gate. To get one student into a top school 
is a success, to get five in one year is truly 
astonishing.

“There are a lot of fantastic colleges in 
Newham but these pupils will get the very best 
education money can buy.

“They deserve it. They have succeeded 
because they have the talent and determination 
to do well but also because they go to a school 
that sets very high standards.”
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HARDWORKING Arzu Alam has scored top 
marks in his GCSEs despite speaking little 
English when moving to the UK 18 months 
ago.

Arzu, who arrived here from Italy in the 
middle of Year 10, achieved an incredible four 
A* and seven As in his GCSE exams. He said: 

“I have worked really hard but I’ve had a lot of 
help from teachers. 

“I’m really proud of what I’ve achieved in 
the past 18 months. 

“From coming here with only very basic 
‘tourist’ English, to achieve what I have is 
amazing. I’m very happy.”

Arzu’s success 
is remarkable

Achievement: Arzu Alam has made huge strides since arriving in England

Ridhwaanah’s simply ecstatic

A step closer 
to our goal...

As a school, we had one aim last year, to 
break into the top ten best-performing 
schools at GCsE in the country.

It is far too early to say if we have 
achieved this ambition but based on last 
year’s results we would indeed be in that 
very elite bracket of schools.

There are a number of pleasing 
performances from students this year. 
Perhaps the most significant, however, is 
that of Kaashif Kamaly.

Newham has some of the very best 
colleges and sixth forms in the country. 
Eton is different.

From princes to prime ministers, Oscar 
winners to famous writers, engineers, 
scholars and captains of industry, Eton is 
the very best education money and status 
can buy.

Last March, our school faced criticism 
that our rigorous after-school, holiday and 
weekend Year 11 revision schedule was 
too tough on pupils.

We even had the BBC come along to 
do interviews and ask questions. I will say 
now what I said then – I make no apology.

Unlike the pupils who Kaashif will be 
joining at Eton, there is very little privilege 
in Forest Gate. Most of our families cannot 
afford to pay for extra tuition from tutors, 
so we provide it for free.

Education, as it is in many parts of this 
country, is of the upmost importance 
to the young people we teach. It can be 
the starting point to a very different life 
trajectory.

Last year, this school was ranked 14th 
best in the country for GCsE results – this 
year we have improved.

We also won an award for the capital’s 
best school in challenging circumstances 
and were nominated for a national 
secondary school award. We were also 
awarded a prestigious NACE award for our 
work with the most able students.

I mention this not because I want 
to boast about our achievements but 
because these results are making a huge 
difference in the lives of our students.

The world opens up to them in a way it 
never could have without the right kind of 
education.

These are the lawyers, doctors, 
politicians, business 
leaders, who one day will 
be in a position to make 
a significant contribution 
not just to society but 
their own community.

For that we as a 
school are very 
proud – and 
prepared to 
shout it from the 
rooftops!

STUDENT Ridhwaanah Khanom said she 
overcame the “tough” new GCSE exams 
thanks to help from the school.

The 16-year-old achieved five A* and six As 
despite the introduction of the new gradings in 
English and maths.

She said: “We were all a bit scared about the 
results because we had heard so much about 
the new gradings. 

“The school was really great though and 
helped us a lot.

“People might not know how to mark things 
properly because of the new system but it all 
seems okay and people seem to be really  
happy with their results. I’m ecstatic with 
mine.”

Alongside another fantastic year for pupils at Forest Gate 
Community school there were some truly outstanding 
performances from our pupils. Here two of our best-performing 
students tell us how they overcame the new exam gradings and 
achieved great results...

Headteacher Simon Elliott comments 
on the school’s GCSE performance 


