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FOREST GATE Community School posted 
outstanding GCSE results this year – once 
again putting it among the best performing in 
the country.

More than half of pupils at the school 
achieved grades 7-9, the equivalent of A* and 
As under the old grading system.

The government benchmark Progress 8 
score, which measures progress between 
starting and leaving school, was plus 0.95, 
close to a grade higher than expected.

More than three-quarters of students, 76 per 
cent, scored grades 9-4 in maths and English, 
the equivalent of a pass mark under the old 
system.

Last year, the school was ranked sixth-best 
in the country and out-performed all other 
schools in the borough. 

This is the first time the exams in England 
have been graded from 1 to 9, after reforms 
were put in place to make the tests more 

challenging. Associate Headteacher Ms 
Whelan said: “It’s another excellent year 
for the students at FGCS. Yet again students 
who have come to our school leave with, on 
average, one whole grade better than other 
schools. 

“Thanks to the hard work and drive of 

Students among the 
country’s best again

Big day: Students 
discuss their results

ALISON BOCOSA ROCA scored high 
grades despite suffering from a heart 
condition that saw her miss three exams.

She achieved the 7, 8 and 9 grades 
require to study A-Levels in September. 
She thanked the school for helping her 
through the stress of exams.  

She said: “I am pleased to have done 

so well given the circumstances. It was 
a stressful period but the school were 
amazing at helping me come through it.

“I am now looking forward to doing 
A-Levels and continuing my studies. 

“I will be sad to leave Forest Gate 
Community because it is such a good 
school.”

Brave Alison achieves top grades

students and staff we are consistently able to 
ensure students exceed their potential year 
after year and leave us with some of the top 
results in the country. It is life-changing for the 
students and their families and a boon for the 
local community. I am very proud of what this 
school continues to achieve.”
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Jack dedicates 
success to his 
grandmother

Bright future: Sara Chowdury

STUDENT Sara Chowdhury secured 
the grades required to take her place 
at a top independent school.

Sara was offered places at THREE 
top fee-paying institutions through 
our scholarship programme but 
chose Westminster School, one of the 
leading schools in the country whose 
alumni include former Deputy Prime 
Minister Nick Clegg. 

She said: “I was really stressed out 
during the exams and kept having 
panic attacks. Just getting through 
the exams felt like an achievement. 

“I’ve done so much better than I 
thought I would. I’m so happy with 
the results and I can now go on to 
Westminster School.”

Clever Sara 
was spoilt 
for choice

AN INSPIRATIONAL student has been 
lavished with praise after overcoming tragedy 
to succeed in his GCSE exams.

Jack Powell lost his grandmother Gwen six 
months before his first GCSE exam but still 
achieved grades of 9 and 8, the equivalent to 
A* and As.

Along with his uncle Peter, Gwen had 
been his primary carer after both his 
mother and father sadly passed away. 

Jack says it was his grandmother 
who pushed him to study hard and 
he dedicated his success to her 
memory.

Jack said: “She was the central 
person in my life from the age of 
three. She was the one who taught 
me everything I know and pushed 
me to do well at school.

“It is sad because we had planned 
to come here together to collect my 
results because she has been the biggest 
part of my success.

“I know she will be looking 
down on me 
now and she 
would be so, 
so proud of 
what I have 
achieved. I 
just wish she 
was here to 
share it with 
me.”

Last year, 
he applied for 
Eton College 
through our 
scholarship 
programme but 

narrowly missed out on a place. After finishing 
his exams in June this year, Jack was given a 
job at his school working in the administration 
office.

Our Executive Headteacher Simon Elliott 
said: “It is hard to put into words or describe a 
young man with the character of Jack.

“To say he is an inspiration is just not 
enough, he is exceptional. 

“Many of us have great 
challenges in our lives but none 
I have met faced them with the 
courage, grit and spirit that he 
has.

“I am not only proud to have 
taught and mentioned this young 
man, I am proud to know him. 
I wish we could keep him here 

at the school but I know he is 
destined to outshine 

us all.”

STUDENT Sara Chowdhury secured 
the top grades required to take her    
place at a top independent school. 
    Sara was offered places at THREE 
top fee-paying institutions through  
our scholarship programme but 
chose Westminster School, one of the 
leading schools in the country, whose 
alumni include former Deputy Prime  
Minister, Nick Clegg. 
   She said: “I was really stressed out 
during the exams and kept having  
panic attacks. Just getting through 
the exams felt like an achievement. 
   “I’ve done so much better than I  
thought I would. I’m so happy with  
the results and I can now go on to 
Westminster School.”

taught and mentored this young  

the  
school’s     
scholarship      
progamme but 

passed away.          

the

I have met have faced them with
 the courage, grit and spirit that
 he has.
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MALACHI CASTRO says he is “over the 
moon” after discovering he is among a very 
select group of students to score top marks in 
every subject.

Malachi got a grade 9 in all 10 of his 
GCSEs, under the tougher new numerical 
grading system.

He is expected to be among just 732 students 
across the entire country to secure a clean 
sweep of top grades out of thousands who 
collected their results. 

Bright student Malachi had already passed 
his GCSEs aged 14 but stayed on at school  
to try his hand at the new tougher grading 
system.

He will now take up a £32,000 scholarship, 
earned through the Forest Gate programme, 
to study A-Levels in double maths, biology, 
chemistry and economics at City College, 
London.

He said: “I was surprised, they are amazing 
results. I really can’t believe I’ve done so well. 
Some of the exams I found hard and some went 
smoothly. It’s overwhelming. 

“I really wanted to push myself to see if I 
could make the grades under this new system. 
Everyone was saying how tough they are and I 
wanted that extra challenge.

“To know I am among just a few students 
across the country to have got the top grades in 
every subject is an amazing feeling.”  

 “I’m really excited about finally going to 
college. I hope to go into research science in 
the future.” 

Forest Gate Community School saw more 
than half of its students get a grade 7, the 
equivalent of an A, or above in English. 

Associate Headteacher Charlotte Whelan 
said she was “incredibly proud” of Malachi. 

She said: “Our students have worked so 
hard and done so well. Malachi’s results are 

Clean sweep of nines 
is perfect for Malachi

One of the few: Malachi Castro hit the top grade in every GCSE subject

ANIMAL lover Charles Morton has set his 
sights on a career in zoology after securing 
top grades in his GCSE exams.

He achieved 8s in French and English 
language, 9s in maths and English 
literature and As in applied business and 
statistics. 

He said: “I was thinking about doing 
politics but have changed to wanting to do 
zoology.”

Charles eyes 
a career path 
with animals

Target: 
Charles is 
planning a 
career in 
zoology

absolutely incredible and we couldn’t be 
prouder.” 

“We do have some students here that come 
from incredibly challenging backgrounds, but 

we all put together to get everyone through 
their exams. 

“We are a tough but caring school. There are 
no excuses here.” 

Malachi got a grade 9 in all ten of his

we all pull together to get everyone through

    “We are a demanding but caring school.       
There are no excuses here.”
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STUDENT Duval Gatson has been 
nominated for a prestigious award after 
scoring top grades despite battling illness.

Duval was in and out of hospital 
throughout his final year, fighting the 
kidney disease nephrotic syndrome.

It left him with crippling tiredness 
which made it hard to concentrate on 
revision but he still achieved exam 
success. 

His story was featured in the Ilford 
Recorder, which led to the newspaper 
putting him forward for their Young 
Citizen of the Year award.

He said: “Studying for your GCSEs is 
tough enough but to have to do it when 
you are so tired makes it really hard.

“You know you are falling behind but 
you are also so tired you find it hard to 
be motivated. That is why I am lucky to 
attend this school.

 “Every single day, before and after 
school, there were revision sessions held. 
It gives you confidence to know that 
whatever the time is, the teachers will be 
there to support you. That is why it is such 
a highly rated school.

“To be nominated for this award is 
a great honour because it shows that 
the hard work I have put in has been 
recognised.” 

Associate Headteacher Ms Whelan said: 
“We are very proud of Duval and what he 
has been able to achieve.”

Plucky Duval fighting  
a battle on two fronts

Brave effort: Duval Gatson still achieved top exam results despite a fight against illness

  This is probably my proudest year as 
leader of this school. in 2016, our GCsE 

results went from being very good to among 
the very best in the country.

There were some, not inside this school i 
hasten to add, who thought it may have been 
some kind of fluke.

in 2016, we became the 14th-best 
performing school in the country for GCsE 
results. For those who thought it was a 
one-off, we followed it a year later with an 
even more impressive set of results, this time 
being ranked sixth-best in the country.

This year our results are once again so 
strong that we have surpassed all but a  
very select few schools, placing us close to 
the very top. Anyone can have one good  

year, some can have two but to achieve 
among the best results in the country three 
years in a row is no coincidence, accident or 
stroke of fortune.

FGCs has established itself as one of the 
best schools in the country, consistently 
outperforming the pack. 

it shows this is a school built on very 
strong foundations which will continue to 
challenge its students and staff to  
improve, achieve and succeed.”

Success is no stroke of luck

twitter.com/fgcsinfo

Make sure you 
keep up to date 

by  following the 
school on Twitter:

Executive headteacher Simon Elliott (right)
says another year of GCSE success is proof 
that Forest Gate Community School is built on 
strong foundations...‘

‘




