
THE school has been rated Outstanding by  
Ofsted for the second time in 18 months.
     The glowing report describes behaviour as 
impeccable, expectations for student success as  
sky high and exams results as among the best 
nationally.
     Headteacher, Ms Begum, says students  
respond well to teachers because they share 
similar backgrounds and cultural experiences.
     She also says the school has invested heavily 
in improving the quality of teaching whilst also 
making staff wellbeing a priority.
     She said: “Whatever your cultural back-
ground, if you are a student at this school, then 
you are likely to be taught by someone who 
shares the same or similar background as you.
     “That is important for many reasons,  
firstly you see positive role model from your 
community, secondly this person understands  
your cultural experiences.
     “It is not just in the classroom, but at all  
levels, including leadership the staff at the school 
is cultural reflective of the student body.”
     It comes as up to two thirds of the previously 
Ofsted-rated Outstanding schools were down- 
graded after being inspected under the new, 
tougher, framework since last September.
     Forest Gate Community School has been 
ranked in the top 50 schools nationally for GCSE 
results five years in a row.
     Ms Begum added: “We have also developed a  
cultural at the school where feedback is seen as  
a positive. 
     “From the students to the headteacher, we are 
always looking at ways to improve.
     “The money has been heavily invested in 
personal and professional development in the 
classroom, to make things better teachers. 
     “We have a 4.5-day week meaning staff and 
students can spend Friday afternoon as they wish. 
     “The teachers feel respected and valued here 
which is why the quality of the education is so 
strong.”

Ofsted gives 
school second 
‘Outstanding’  
rating in the last 
18 months...

Outstanding effort

MORE ONLINE forestgatecst.org
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Leaders have 
put in place an 
ambitious and 
broad curriculum. 
Throughout the 
school, pupils 
study subjects  
in depth...

All pupils read 
widely and  
often. Teachers 
encourage pupils 
to access a broad 
range of texts 
through the  
curriculum...

Pupils are keen 
to learn and are 
punctual to  
lessons. They are 
highly motivated 
and take pride in 
their work...

Here’s what inspectors said about us...
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YEAR 11 student, Ilyan, will swap East London 
for the hallowed halls of Eton College after earning 
an £80,000 scholarship.
     He will rub shoulders with the elite at the one 
of the world’s most famous schools, which counts 
Princes’ William and Harry and PM Boris Johnson 
among its many illustrious alumni.
     Since the age of 11, Ilyan has been the sole  
carer for his mum and, while his friends have been 
playing computer games or in the park kicking a 
ball, he is doing the cooking, cleaning and shopping.
     In 2017, he won the Newham Young Carers 
Award, but when he goes to Eton, his uncle will 
become his mum’s carer.
     Ilyan said: “It is an incredible story. Maybe I 
will write a book one day. I love her so much and I 
am so happy at how proud she is.
     “It is hard to put into words how grateful I am 
to my school, as well. They have helped me and 
my mum so much. 
     “They even bought me a printer so I could print 
out my work at home. They have gone above and 
beyond for me so many times.”
     To win the coveted place, Ilyan went through 
a grueling three-day assessment at the Berkshire 
school, which included three entrance exams and 
multiple interviews.
     Ilyan added: “Eton is incredible. It is the  
number one school in the world. I am so excited 
to be a part of it. It feels almost like a dream that I 
will be going there. 
     “I want to be a politician, so I can make a 
difference of my homeland and help them fix the 
problems that still plague the country today.”
     Ilyan is yet another graduate of the Community 
School Trust’s (CST) Prestigious Colleges  
Programme which helps disadvantaged students  
win places at top fee-paying schools.
     Students are assigned a mentor who supports 
them with applications, entrance exams and  
interview preparation, as well as paying all  
administration fees. The scholarships are funded  
by the private schools.
     Mr Collins, the school’s More-abled Student 
Coordinator, said the school is looking to help at 
least 10 students win scholarships next year. 
     “This year we had nine successful applicants.  
It would be great to get to double digits next year.
     CEO Of the Community Schools Trust, Simon 
Elliott, said: “Ilyan is exceptional not just in his 

Graduate of the 
Prestigious Colleges 
Programme earns 
£80K scholarship  
to elite school...

Hard work pays off for 
Ilyan who heads to Eton
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Ilyan has worked 
extremely hard both at 
school and at home. 

Below left: Ilyan, 
pictured aged 12, with 

his mother. Below right: 
CEO of the Community 
Schools Trust, Simon 

Elliott, was full of praise 
for Ilyan.

intellect but also in his character.
     “He has faced great challenges, struggles and 
heartaches in his short life but remains warm, 
generous and ambitious for his future.
      “The Community Schools Trust was set up 
following the success of Forest Gate Community 

specifically, to support bright young boys and girls 
from underprivileged backgrounds.
     “To be able to offer these young people the type 
of world class opportunities is why I wanted to be 
a teacher in the first place and is what still drives 
me as a leader today.”



Bright future 
awaits for our 
brilliant eight
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Forest Gate Community School gained World Class status in 2020.

High-achievers look ahead to attending top independent schools

World Class status well worth the wait

A REMARKABLE eight students have won places  
at top independent schools, including to PM Boris 
Johnson’s old school Eton College. 
     Here they tell us exactly how it feels to be heading to a 
fee-paying school to study A Levels in the sixth form.
     Ilyan is heading to Eton College to study A Levels in 
Politics, English Literature and French.
     He said: “I want to return to my home country of Algeria, 
to become a politician. Going to Eton will help open lots of 
doors towards fulfilling my ambition.”
     Isam will study A Levels in Maths, Further Maths, 
Physics and Computer Science at Wellington College, 
Berkshire. 
     He said: “I am bit nervous because I will be boarding 
there, away from my family, but I am sure I will fit in. It is 
such a huge opportunity.”
     Kazeem will attend Forest School to study Economics, 
Politics and History at A Level.
     He said: “My family are absolutely over the moon. I just 
want to thank everyone who has helped in this process. They 
have changed my life.”
     Zain will study at City of London School. He will take  
A Levels in Physics, Economics and Maths.
     He said: “It is a huge relief because I have been working 
towards this goal for some time. Now I have achieved it, I 
can relax and enjoy the excitement about my next step.”
     Josie will study A Levels in English Literature, Psycholo-
gy and Maths at Chigwell School.
     She said: “I have set my sights on going to either Oxford 
or Cambridge, and obviously, this is going to help me hugely 
to get there. I am really excited.”
     Raeesa will study A Levels in Biology, Chemistry,  
Psychology and Maths at Chigwell School.
     She said: “This is the first step towards my dream career, 
which is to become a doctor, and make all my family proud.”
     Nabil will study A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, 
Economics and Psychology at Chigwell School.
     He said: “I really want to get involved with everything the 
school has to offer. I will sign up to all the clubs and societies 
and make new friends.”
     Charlotte will study at City of London school. She will 
take A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Geography and Maths.
     She said: “My mum is my hero and she worked in  
intensive care over the pandemic. It has inspired me to  
want to get into the medical profession.”

FOREST Gate Community School has joined an elite group 
of schools to be awarded the World Class Schools Quality 
Mark (WCSQM).
     Our Ofsted-rated outstanding school passed a rigorous 
application process to gain the status in 2020, but had to wait 
a year for the accreditation due to the Covid pandemic. 
     Staff and students attended a glitzy awards ceremony 
at the Sheldonian Theatre at Oxford University, hosted by 
charity World Class Schools Quality Mark (WCSQM).
     To pass, selected students were tasked with completing 
a series of challenges showcasing learning, leadership and 
community at the school.
     They also had to complete a series of assessment  
questions to demonstrate how the school is World Class. The 
school was first accredited in 2018.
     Headteacher, Thahmina Begum, said: “As a school, it has 
always been our aim to continue to improve, to continue to 
push the boundaries of what our students can do.
     “This award is a wonderful showcase of the talented and 
dedicated young people who attend this school. 
     “Our students worked incredibly hard through one of the 
toughest years we have ever known, and we are delighted 
that we have been officially recognised as World Class.”

The eight students are set to 
embark on an exciting new 
phase of their education.



  

BRIGHT Year 8 students have completed a  
degree-level six-week programme aimed at 
boosting their chance of getting into a top 
university.
     Under the instruction of a PHD tutor, students 
have been learning about intellectual property 
in the pharmaceutical industry as part of their 

participation in the Brilliant Club.
The combined Chemistry and Business 

Studies project saw students  
complete a 2,000-word, university-
style dissertation.
     They also took a trip to  
Goldsmith’s University where  
they sat in on lectures, toured the 

campus and met undergraduates. 
     The Brilliant Club is an award-winning  
university access charity that works with  
schools to increase the number of pupils from 
underrepresented backgrounds progressing to top 
universities.
     Teacher Mr Walsh, who runs the Pathway to 
Excellence scheme at the school, said: “It was a 
celebration of their achievements. It gives them 
an idea of where the finish point is at the end of 
academia at school. 
     “It’s something to work towards. It pushes the 
most able students in our school and helps them 
think about what they might want to study at 
GCSE and A-level as well.”

FOR mathematicians around the world, March 
14 is a very special day – and it was no different 
at Forest Gate Community School, as we marked 
Pi Day.
     The 3.14 day was celebrated by a quirky game 
with numbers on maths teachers’ backs which had 
to be put into the correct order by students. The 
winners received vouchers for Westfield.
     There were other mathematical activities,  

lessons on the history of Pi as well as arts and 
crafts to mark the day.
     Ms Noor said: “This was about celebrating our 
mathematicians across the world. As part of my 
remit, I wanted to raise the profile of maths and 
get the students talking about it.
     “Our students were excited about it - they were 
asking me what number I was. All of our teachers 
have been talking about it in every single lesson.”

FOREST Gate Community School has been rated 
Outstanding by Ofsted. 
     If you think you have heard this one before it is 
almost certainly because you have. 
This is our THIRD time 
achieving the very top 
grade, and the second  
in 18 months.
     For background, 
this is almost 
unprecedented. 
There are schools 
in the UK that 
went up to 10 
years between 
inspections – we had 
two in less than a year 
and a half, and during a 
pandemic. 
     To become an Outstanding 
school requires you to excel in every area of 
education provision. It is no easy task. But perhaps 
an even harder job is to keep staff and students 
motivated after you have achieved success. Now, 
add into the mix a global pandemic. 
     Yet, once again, our staff, students and  
community were able to rise to – or perhaps more 
succinctly, rise above - the challenges. 
     People may look at our school and say that we 
are only Outstanding because we had among the 
best results in the country for the last five years (not 
a bad reason!).
     As the leader of this school, I know that our 
exam success is just the tip of the iceberg; it is the 
love and dedication we share, as mums and dads, as 
carers, as teachers, and support staff and, as a  
community, to helping the young people who attend 
this school fulfil their potential. 
     This common goal has united us in a shared  
ambition to create an exceptional learning environ-
ment where students feel safe and supported.
     When reading this newsletter, I would like 
you to look for the teacher behind the story. The 
person who goes above and beyond on behalf of 
the student.
     It is in those moments, where a teacher has to 
stay behind, come in early, give up their lunch hour 
or spent hours prepping, that you start to understand 
why this is, and will remain, an Outstanding school. 
     I hope you all have a happy and restful Easter 
break. We look forward to welcoming you back 
after the holiday.

Students taste 
university life

Mathematicians mark Pi Day 

School’s  
track record 
is simply  
Outstanding
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Brilliant Club students line-up following the six-week programme.

Headteacher,  
Ms Begum

MORE ONLINE
forestgatecst.org



STAFF and students from Forest Gate 
teamed up with schools across London to 
help tackle bullying.
     They were joined by their peers at 
Cumberland Community School, Newham, 
and Waterside Academy, Hackney, for the 
one-day conference this term.
     Topics under discussion included reasons 
for bullying, how schools responded to 
claims of bullying and what more can be 
done to banish the bullies.
     Esther said: “It was great to meet with 
the students at Cumberland and Waterside 
because it helped us get insight into how it 
works at other schools.
     “We discussed that all three schools 
should meet once a term to discuss the issue 
of bullying plus maybe have a behaviour 
panel of students who hold bullies to 
account.”

GETTING a nomination for a Golden Teacher 
Award is a huge honour for our staff. But imagine 
receiving the most of any teacher in your very 
first year on the job.
     That’s what happened to Math’s teacher  
Mohamed Osman after he was overwhelmed  
with praise from his students having received  
the most nominations.
     Reasons he was picked included ‘making 
lessons fun’, ‘being understanding when  
students don’t understand a problem’ and  
‘always smiling’, he said.
     Mr Osman said: “I’m in my first year of 
teaching and I got this in my second term. It was 
definitely refreshing. 
     “I feel very privileged to be in this position 
where students feel that I deserve this award.
     “I feel honoured and a little bit surprised. I 
know I have a good relationship with the students 
but it is still a bit overwhelming.”

STUDENTS learned crucial skills in a public 
speaking workshop aimed at finding an orator  
to represent the school at a borough-wide  
competition. 
     The chosen students, announced after Easter, 
will have to deliver a self-penned, one-minute 
talk on a chosen subject matter which will then 
be judged by a panel.
     The Jack Petchey’s Speak Out Challenge is 
the world’s biggest youth speaking event, with 
communication skills training delivered by 

Speakers Trust.
     Ms Letang, Careers and Aspirations Manager, said: 
“Students learn that public speaking is a wonderful 
way that they can use their voices for good.”
     Meanwhile, eight students have been  
rewarded for their leadership, talent and  
volunteering with Jack Petchey community 
awards.
     Alongside the certificate, the trio have been 
awarded a £250 prize which they say will be used 
to benefit the school community.
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Students learn that  
public speaking is a  
wonderful way that they 
can use their voices for 
good...
Ms Letang, Careers and 
Aspirations Manager

Numbers 
add up for 
Mr Osman

Uniting 
to tackle 
bullying 

Maths teacher, Mr 
Osman, has recieved 
four Golden Teacher 

nominations from 
students.

Students are put 
through their paces 
for the Jack Petchey 
Speak Out Challenge.

Students find their 
voices for challenge



Ambassadors with the 
right attitude!

Silence is golden, as are the tickets!
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WOW! What a fantastic collection of Golden Tickets  
- that’s 27 so far, and counting...

WE promote a love of reading for our students. The library is a 
great place to pop in at lunchtime for our band of avid readers.

BEING polite and using our manners is one of 
the most important life skills we can learn. 
     Our Politeness Ambassadors are doing a great 
job of demonstrating how to do just that with the 
theme this term being ‘attitude of gratitude.’
     Students have been promoting this theme by 
encouraging others to say ‘please’ and ‘thank 
you’, to smile and to make eye contact.
     They have also completed a six-week  
etiquette course, even signing a contract at  
the beginning to ensure that they are always 
representing the school values.

     Student, Sakina, said: “I have enjoyed being 
one of the school’s Politeness Ambassadors. 
     “We have been taught the importance of  
being polite and how it can help your manners 
different ways.
     “Knowing how to greet people and being 
friendly is a life skill that you can take all the 
way through, even when you are working.”
     Assistant Headteacher, Ms Smith, said: “It’s 
all about politeness and kindness. The students 
just like to do things that are really positive in 
school.”

Politeness 
Ambassadors are 
doing a great job 

encouraging others 
to take their lead.



Dahl delights 
on special day
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STUDENTS and staff embraced the magic of Roald 
Dahl as they celebrated World Book Day.
     They dressed up as their favourite characters  
from the author’s classic stories including The Twits, 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and James and the 
Giant Peach.
     Teachers recited passages from the books which 
students had to guess, while there was a Dahl-inspired 
poetry competition.
     Student, Mohammed, said: “World Book Day is 
always fun, but this year it was even better because 
everyone dressed up like Rohl Dahl characters.
     “The most fun bit was trying to guess the name of 
the book from what the teachers were reading out and 
the poetry competition.”
     Literacy Lead, Ms Crisp, said: “Even though it’s just one 
day of the year, it’s important that students are reminded 
about the joy of reading and the pleasure it can be.”

A HARDWORKING Year 10 student was offered 
a part time Saturday job after impressing during 
work experience.
     Samuil was offered the paid position by bosses 
at Nisa Local after spending a five-day placement 
this term.

     He said: “I was surprised when they offered 
me an actual paid job after my work experience. I 
really enjoyed it so I will be taking up the offer.
     “Getting a taste of work is a really a good idea 
because, when it actually comes round after you 
finish education, you know what to expect.”

     Bethany Letang, Careers and Aspirations  
Manager, said students gained vital life skills 
during the placements. 
     She said: “Work experience gives students so 
many transferable skills, such as organisation, time 
management and budgeting. It went very well.”

Hard work leads to job opportunity

Staff and students embraced World Book Day by 
dressing up as a host of Roald Dahl characters.

YEAR 8 students have been learning responsibility by looking after a plant. They took it in turns to take 
the plant home and to give it care and attention as part of the Spring Plant Launch. Assistant Headteacher, 
Ms Smith, said: “It’s a chance to embrace trust, pride and responsibility. The students love it.”



STUDENTS with special needs 
explored different types of sporting 
activities on trip to Newham Leisure 
Centre.
     The Year 8 youngsters were intro-
duced to a whole range of different 
sports aimed at building confidence 
and enjoyment.
     Jayden said: “It was great fun to  
try new sports and it felt more  
comfortable because it was a small 
group of students.”
     PE teacher, Michael Mann, said: 
“All of the activities were inclusive 
and the students really enjoyed it. It 
was a good day out.”
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TALENTED footballer, Omith, has taken his first 
step towards his dream career as a professional 
footballer.
     The Year 8 student has signed for the academy 
of Championship side Fulham after impressing 
scouts at the club.
     He said: “It is a dream come true to play  
football as a career, but I know this is just the 
first of many steps.
     “The school is really good at keeping my feet 
on the ground and focused on the academic side of 
my studies, so that I am not getting carried away.”
     Meanwhile, Newham girls gathered together 
for a borough-wide football tournament to  
celebrate International Women’s Day.
     The competition was hosted at Forest Gate 
Community with a total of six schools taking 
part. Our team finished a respectable fourth.
      Temitayo said: “It was great fun to play  
sport and to enjoy an important occasion such as 
International Women’s Day.
     “I think taking part in sport is a great way 
for girls to create friendships and support one 
another. It really brought us together.”
     PE teacher, Michael Mann, said: “There’s still 
such a massive disparity about participation in 
sport for girls. It’s a wonderful way to make new 
friends.
     “This is fantastic for young women, to keep 
them active and to help them realise that if you 
do something you like at school, then it creates a 
lifelong habit.”

Omith’s display 
catches eye of 
Fulham scouts

Science 
teacher 
departs 
school
WE recently said ‘thank you’  
and ‘farewell’ to Science teacher,  
Mr Zac-Williams, who had been  
with us for almost 23 years. He was 
presented with a framed shirt of 
his favourite football team, Arsenal, 
gifted to him by the support team.

Omith impressed 
scouts and will now 

look forward to showing 
Fulham coaches just 

what he can do.

Students of all abilities show positive impact of sport


