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STUDENTS will be able to stay ahead of 
their learning if schools shut thanks to an 
innovative online resource created at Forest Gate 
Community School.

Unlike other online education resources, 
Dynamic Progress Reporting is linked to the 
school curriculum, allowing students to continue 
to learn as they would at school.

The key learning objectives for every subject 
are all available through the platform. 

Teachers upload resources linked to a 
specific key learning objective through the DPR 
‘resources portal’. 

These resources are categorised as ‘learning’ 
or ‘testing’ resources, encouraging students to 
take ownership of their learning by embracing 

the processes of ‘diagnosis, 
therapy and testing’. 

This is a process students 
engage with to self-diagnose 
their misconceptions, re-
visit and learn the affected 

components of learning and 
finally re-assess their understanding until they get 
it right.

Students can then upload their work for 
teachers to assess their learning and give 
feedback, all in real time, with parents also able 
to monitor their child’s progress. 

Teachers can make class announcements, 
discuss and debate through the DPR Class Chat 
feature, where resources and media can be 
uploaded for students to access and facilitate 
their learning. Since everything is ‘home 
learning’ now, the usual homework setting has 
been scrapped. Instead, students 
access the work set by their 
teachers, complete and submit it 
all via the DPR.

 School leaders have access 
to instant, real-time engagement 
data that tells them whether or 
not students and teachers are 
engaging with the DPR. 

Deputy CEO of the Community Schools Trust, 
Mr Zaman (above), created the DPR. He said: 
“Obviously, it was not created with this sort 
of crisis in mind but it does have the benefit of 
being the ideal alternative to in-school learning.

“There are many school resource platforms 
out there but none, like the DPR, are intrinsically 
linked to a school curriculum. This means 
students can follow daily lessons as they would 
have in school, with teachers being accountable 
against the high standards set by the school. 

“It is so well integrated into the school 

curriculum that all learning can be accessed and 
assessed remotely, with the added advantage that 
parents can monitor the work.”

For information on how to use the portal 
please visit: https://axle-education.zendesk.
com/hc/en-us/articles/360035157673-
Collaborating

The username is their school email address. 
Students have their own password.

Head of School Thahmina Begum said: “We 
are incredibly fortunate to have access to this 
truly innovative resource.

“It is very important students continue to 

Learning resource helps 
keep students on track

access their lessons during this time so that they 
do not fall behind in their learning.” 

A parent emailed the school to say: “I’m so 
grateful for DPR and the online tools FGCS is 
using to continue educating through this new 
normal.  

“We have another child at another school in 
Forest Gate.  The school does not use DPR and I 
fear they do not have the same sort of tools set up 
to continue in an effective manner once schools 
are officially on lockdown. The discrepancy in 
homework load is going to soon be the cause of 
many “it’s not fair!” fights.”

Easter 2020

Forest Gate  
Community School
Fly, Grow, Connect, Strive

THE English department has been ranked 
in the top five in the country for a record-
breaking third year in a row, government 
figures reveal.

Forest Gate came fourth this year with 
a Progress 8 score of plus 1.77, which 
means students earn on average just 
short of two grades higher than at 
other schools.

Progress 8, which is the 
government benchmark for 
measuring school success, charts 
pupils’ progress from when they start 
and leave school.

The school has been ranked in the top 
50 in the country for results across a range 
of subjects for four years in a row, with the 
English department the pick of the bunch. 

Head of English Ms Smiley said: “The 
department’s huge success is the legacy 
of the innovative ideas introduced by the 
greatly missed Sham Uddin (inset). Results 
sky-rocketed after she took charge.

“Alongside Ms Begum, they 
completely changed how the school 

operates and each department has 
sought to replicate their success.

“We are very proud to continue 
this success but the real prize is the 

benefit these results will have on the 
lives and life chances of our students.

“So much is based on the quality of the 
curriculum but also the relationships our 
department has with its students. They 
know we care not just about outcomes but 
their wellbeing.”

Department in top five

Head of School Ms Begum with a group of Forest Gate Community School students

https://axle-education.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360035157673-Collaborating
https://axle-education.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360035157673-Collaborating
https://axle-education.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360035157673-Collaborating


Page 2  Forest Gate Community School newsletter n Easter 2020

Magazine slot 
for duo’s review

Parents agree to 
play their part

Books and cake help 
engage love of reading
STUDENTS were introduced to new literary 
genres while sampling delicious cupcakes at 
our first Book Tasting evening.

The library was transformed into a Parisian 
café, complete with soothing jazz and red-
checked table cloth. 

Students read the first ten pages of three 
books, each from different genre, before 
discussing with their friends. 

Librarian Mrs Francis, who organised the 
event, said: “Students often stick to the books 
they know without trying something different, 
so we are encouraging them to step out of their 
comfort zone. 

Year 10 student Nabilah said: “It has been 
great. I have really broadened my horizons in 
terms of the different books I want to read.” 

Fellow Year 10 Junaid said: “It’s a great 
concept because you get to read with your 
friends, so it makes it a social as well as 
learning environment.” 

Parent governor Mr Bell, who worked with 
his son Ellis from Year 9, said: “It has been  
a really enjoyable event, particularly as it  

Community must pull together to get 
through unprecedented time of crisis
  AS we embark on what will be for us all 

the greatest challenge we have faced 
in our lifetime, now, more than ever, is 
the time we must come together as a 
community.

We are in the midst of a national crisis, 
with our teachers – like those working in 
the NHS and many others –called upon to 
make sacrifices to ensure the continued 
functioning of society.

The government has now decided that 
schools should close but be rest assured 
that we are fully prepared to ensure 
students can keep up with their learning.

We are incredibly fortunate that the DPR 
portal will allow parents and students to 

access learning linked to their curriculum 
and this will mean our students will stay 
ahead with their studies.

This will make a tremendous difference 
to our students, particularly to those in Year 
11 who will be taking their crucial GCSE 
exams this year. 

At the moment what we are facing seems 
extremely difficult but having worked at 
Forest Gate Community School, I truly 
believe in the power of pulling together.

‘

‘

Head of School Ms Begum  
reassures parents that their 
children’s education will continue  
in the midst of the current crisis

The team spirit at this school among the 
staff, students and the community is unlike 
anything I have ever known.

We can and will get through this because 
I am certain that in times of crisis, our 
natural instinct is to help and support one 
another – and I am seeing this right now.

By the time you read this, schools across 
the country will be largely closed until 
further notice.

What I can tell you is that this school will 
never, never stop making sure our children 
have the very best education that can be 
provided. 

We will be here. Please stay  
safe. Have a healthy Easter holiday.

came accompanied with delicious cake.” 
Headteacher Ms Begum said: “The 

technology available to young people means 
they have many distractions, so we must 

look for inventive ways of engaging a love 
of reading. It is clear from this well-attended 
event that reading still has a great appeal to 
young people. It is our job to access that.” 

TWO 
students 
showed 
superb 
commitment. 
when they 
celebrated 
their  
birthdays  
but still 
turned up 
for Saturday 
revision 
sessions – 
with cakes! 

YEAR 7 and 8 students took on their older peers 
from Year 10 in a debate competition.

STUDENTS Farzana and Sofia got more 
than they bargained for on their work 
experience placement at Newham 
Libraries – their writing featured in the 
library magazine.

The pair wrote an intelligent and 
insightful review of a talk by local author 
Onjali Rauf during their placement at 
Stratford Library in February. 

Sofia said: “We were both so moved 
by what she said and the things she was 
talking about that we wanted to write 
something about it.

“It was really nice to have our writing 
published; it is the first time for both of 
us. It has made me more confident for 
when I start work myself one day.”

Farzana added: “We got to see behind 
the scenes, the computer system and 
the ordering of the books. My favourite 
bit was working with the public.”

TWO of the most senior members of the 
student council have been rewarded for their 
leadership with Jack Petchey awards.

Head student Adam and deputy Saphia were 
handed certificates for their contribution to the 
school community. 

The Year 10 students have played a crucial 
role representing the school and advocating on 
behalf of their peers.

This year, they have introduced a new 
recycling scheme that has seen printed 
paper reused, and have plans to extend the 
programme to the school canteen.

Both were instrumental in setting up an 
upcoming student leadership conference that 
will include students from partners schools in 
the Community Schools Trust.

They have also volunteered at school events, 
offering support to teachers at open and 
parents’ evening.

Alongside the certificate, the duo have been 
awarded a £250 prize, which they say will be 
used to benefit the school community.

Adam, who has been on the school council 
for more than three years, said: “I see our role 
on the school council as extremely important 
because we have the opportunity to make 
changes on behalf of other students.

“Getting awards like this was not the reason 
I joined the school council but it is nice that 
our work has been recognised.”

Saphia added: “It is a great privilege to work 
on the school council and it was an honour to 
be named deputy head student.

 “I am very proud of the work we have 
already done but I know there is still much for 
us to do. 

“This award is great but the really good 
thing about what we do is that we are helping 
our fellow students.”

Recognition for 
head students’ 
contributions

DEDICATED parents Ms Pollard and 
Mr Hind have been given an award for 
supporting their child’s learning with our 
inaugural engagement prize.

Their children, Year 10 Eleanor and 
Matilda from Year 8, both have excellent 
attendance and have been among the 
top users of the DPR portal.

The parents (above, with Ms Begum)
have attended a wide range of school 
events including the Christmas concert, 
school production and summer concert, 
as well as coffee mornings.

They were also among the first to sign 
the school’s parent pledge to aid their 
child’s progress in school.

It asks parents to make sure students 
get a good night’s sleep, check their 
progress using DPR and restrict screen 
time at the weekends.

There is also advice on getting 
exercise, healthy eating, creating a 
space for homework, reading and giving 
encouragement to take part in the Master 
Mission project.

Mr Dixon said: “During the recent 
uncertain times, I couldn’t encourage 
parents enough to support their child by 
committing to the parental pledge.

“The routine and consistency they 
require from home to reach their 
potential is even more crucial now.”

Page 3  Forest Gate Community School newsletter n Easter 2020

Proud: Adam and Saphia show off their Jack Petchey certificates
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Show inspires 
young students  
to start writing 
FOREST GATE’S budding writers will take 
part in a national competition inspired by the 
hit West End musical Wicked.

The award was established by the team 
behind the musical and aims to inspire young 
people to get into creative writing. 

The Forest Gate winners and runners-up 
were awarded book vouchers and stationery for 
their efforts. The country-wide finalists will be 
announced in May.

Year 9 winner Charlotte said: “I really enjoy 
creative writing so it was a great thing to be 

STUDENTS made elephant toothpaste, 
took part in a poster competition and 
made ice-cream as the school celebrated 
Science Week.

There were fun experiments both 
inside and outside of the classroom as 
the school came together for a week of 
activities in February.

Year 7 student Muhammad said: “When 
you think about science, it is not always 
about creative things but this week really 
helped to combine the two.

“The great thing about it is that even if 
science is not your favourite subject, the 
teachers made it fun so you want to be a 
part of it.”

Fellow Year 7 Aaliyah said: “There was 
so much going on, not just in science 
class but during break and lunchtimes. It 
was actually quite exciting.

“Everyone got involved and into the 
spirit of it, which made us all think a lot 
more about science and how it affects 
everything around us.”

part of. My story was about bullying and it was 
a good way of improving my composition and 
thinking about how stories are told.”

Year 7 student Sydney wrote about D-Day 
in his history-inspired short story. He said: 
“History is something I’m really interested 
in, so it was nice to combine that interest with 
creative writing.”

Year 8 winner Abdul said: “I found the 
competition really inspiring. I enjoyed writing 
my piece and it has built up my confidence in 
creative writing.”

STUDENTS got a taste of what life would be like at one of the world’s top 
universities during a workshop hosted by Cambridge University.

ACCOMPLISHED students will be 
showing off their skills during the 
school’s competitive talent show. 

Judges have already been auditioning 
pupils to weed out the best from the rest 
to take part in Forest Gate Community 
School’s Got Talent this summer. 

So far, up to 20 performers from all 
years have auditioned to take part in the 
final show.

Judge Adam said: “We’ve had almost 
20 auditions already and we have 
seen some great performers. We have 
another round of try-outs and we will 
then whittle down the top performers 
for the final. So far, we have had singers, 
dancers, gymnasts and even someone 
doing majorette baton-twirling.” 

Adam added: “We are going to have 
quite a show, I think.”

British Values theme 
for speaking contest
THE importance of British Values was the 
inspiration for our Year 8 and 9 public speaking 
competition. 

Students presented their self-penned 
speeches covering subjects including human 
rights, tolerance, resilience, democracy and 
diversity.  

The project followed on from last term’s Big 

THE canteen celebrated Chinese New Year in January with a brilliant buffet.
THE Great FGCS Cook-off saw staff and 
students serve up delicious dishes. 

Question, which was themed around British 
Values. 

And it was Year 8 student Kami and Year 
9 Hamzi who impressed judges, taking 
home an Amazon Tablet and Amazon Kindle 
respectively for the first prize. 

Ms Hamid said: “This competition is about 
finding an engaging way our students can share 

their thoughts on British Values and interrupts 
what they have learnt on the subjects.  

“There were many incredibly passionate 
and personal talks from students, which made 
judging the competition a real tough task. 
Congratulations must go to our winners, who 
were able to stand out in a highly competitive 
field.”

Performers in 
talent auditions

Fun experiments 
present a fresh  
insight to science
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THE library hosted a book swap for teachers during a 
staff breakfast in February.

STAFF and students dressed up as 
their favourite literary characters to 
celebrate World Book Day. 

There were also lots of fun 
activities around school, including 
prizes for students with the most 
impressive outfits.

Year 8 student Zaki took a prize 
after dressing up as Egyptian god 
Anubis. He said: “I was very 
surprised to win but glad because I 
put lots of effort into my costume.

“It was a really fun day and a great 
way to encourage students to read 

different books. Everyone was asking 
who people had dressed as and that 
led them to want to read the book.”

Fellow Year 8 Modou also won a 
prize after dressing as a werewolf. He 
said: “It was such a great atmosphere 
at the school. All the teachers got 
involved and everyone had a good 
time.”

Meanwhile, our drama department 
performed the story of Persephone 
and Hades to students and staff. 
This year’s theme was Myths and 
Legends. James stands 

out among the 
wallball aces
FOREST GATE may have an Olympian on its 
hands after Year 8 James claimed two golds in 
the UK Wallball Championship.

The student took first place in the singles 
competition before following up the victory 
with the doubles title along with team-mate 
Rayane.

James swept aside the competition in both 
tournaments, held at the Westway Sports 
Centre, west London, in February.

Started in New York, wallball has now been 
designated an official sport and is expected to 
feature in the Olympics.

The school has set up wallball courts 
with trained coaches visiting the school to 
encourage students to participate.

He said: “It was amazing to win the singles. 

YEAR 10 Hrydai has added brawn to his 
considerable brain after the Mensa member 
achieved 1st Dan black belt in karate.

The bright student scored the maximum 
162 in an IQ test as a Year 7 student, a 
higher score than intellectual greats such 
as Einstein.

Hrydai took up karate as an enrichment 
activity outside of school to balance his 
free time with studying for his GCSE 
exams.

And it seems he excels at anything he 
turns his hand to, after coming through a 
rigorous grading process to earn the belt. 

He said: “I am so pleased to pass my 
grading for my black belt. It has been a 
target of mine and I am so proud to have 
achieved it. 

“I will continue to work hard and hope I 
can continue to progress in the sport that I 
absolutely love”.

As a Year 7, Hrydai took the verbal 
reasoning Cattell III B test paper and 
scored the maximum possible for a child.

He said at the time: “When we found out 
my score, mum just kind of stared at me, 
not saying anything for what seemed like 
ages.”

THE school has started 
mentoring programme Reading 
Champions aimed at increasing 
literacy. Fun and fur: Year 8 student Modou as a werewolf

YEAR 11 students hosted a 
bake sale with lots of tasty 
treats helping to raise money 
for their Prom.

YEAR 7 students have produced some excellent models of the 
solar system in science class.

SPORTING pupils are celebrating their 
phenomenal success at the borough-
wide volleyball championships. 

Our Year 10 girls and boys both took 
on all-comers in the borough to win the 
Newham championships.

They then went on to represent 
Newham at the London Youth Games 
(left), where the boys team went on to 
claim bronze medals with a third-place 

finish, while the girls performed well to 
claim fifth place. 

Esme said: “It feels really good to win. 
Some of the games were tough but all 
our training paid off.” 

Joelson, who was part of the winning 
boys’ team, said: “I had a great time 
at the tournament and our training is 
really good. We can see how much we 
have improved even since last year.” 

I didn’t expect to. We have been training a lot 
but it was still a surprise to do so well.

“We are very lucky at the school because we 
have our own court and proper coaches so we 
are able to practise and learn quite easily. 

“Then to take the doubles title with my 
friend and teammate was an amazing feeling. 
This will soon be an Olympic sport so 
hopefully one day I can compete for Team 
GB.”

Rayane added: “We were actually six-nil 
down in our match against Trinity Boys. But 
then we just won 15 points in a row, which 
propelled us to victory. 

Others medal winners include a gold for 
Naya, silver for Macy and Zackery, while 
Esme and Joelson took bronze. 

Forest Gate Sport

Hrydai proves 
multi-talented

Salute to borough champions

Students join 
staff in World 
Book Day fun

Students join 
staff in World 
Book Day fun
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Rugby sides 
take on the 
capital’s best

Battling performance 
from basketball boys

Forest Gate rugby teams are celebrating 
their phenomenal success after being 
crowned the borough’s finest.

the under 13 and under 15 girls’ teams 
both claimed victory, sweeping aside the 
competition in Newham to face the capital’s 
finest in the London Youth Games.

and the under-15 teams produce a great 
showing in the next stage of the competition, 
coming a highly impressive third out of 20 
schools.

Year 10 student Ruby, from the under 
15s team, said: “We had a lot to live up to 
because the girls that went before us were so 
good. 

“It’s so much fun to be given the chance 
to play a game like rugby that a lot of people 
might think is traditionally just for boys.

“We had come fifth and eighth in previous 
years so to get in the top three was a really 
great achievement. this was our last chance 
because you cannot compete in Year 11. We 
did well.”

Year 8 Naya, from the under 13s team, 
said: “We didn’t expect to do so well. 

“It’s incredible to be able to represent not 
just our school but our borough as a whole 
at rugby.” 

FOREST GATE boys’ basketball 
team put on an impressive display 
during the London Youth Games 
having already won the Newham 
championship.

The under 14 boys’ team reached 
the last 16 but were narrowly beaten 
in a tight match against Chadwell 
Heath Academy. 

Year 8 student Vytis said: “We are 
really proud of our progress even 
though we didn’t win. 

“It was a real achievement for us 
to get to the quarter-finals. It has 
put us in a good position for future 
competitions.”

Year 8 James added: “The training 
at the school has been really good. 
It was a hard game and we gave it 
everything we have got. Next year 
could be our year.” 

Forest Gate Sport

Winners:  
The under-13 
team show off 
their borough 
medals

Proud: The 
under-15 
borough 
champions


