
FOREST Gate Community School is one of  
just 11 nationwide to have been ranked in the  
top 50 schools in the country for GCSE results 
four years in a row.
     The school made the list again this year with  
a Progress 8 score of plus 1.02, which means  
students earn on average just over one grade 
higher than at other schools.
     Progress 8, which is the government bench-
mark for measuring school success, charts pupils’ 
progress from when they start and leave school. 
     FGCS is among just three London schools to 
consistently make the list. Brampton Manor has 
made the grade for three out of the last four. 
     They are also the top performing school in 
Newham for the third time in the last four years, 
according to stats released by the government 
today (October 18).
     Head of School Ms Begum said: “Having 
only taken over as Head in September I cannot 
take the full credit for these outstanding results.
     “I am, however, incredibly proud to have been 
part of a team that has produced the outstanding 
results which have consistently put us among the 
best schools in the country.
     “What these stats do not show is the life- 
changing impact this success is having on the 
young people who attend this school.
      “Leaving school with the top grades is the 
stepping stone to making the grade at A Level, 
winning a place at a top university and having  
a successful and fulfilling career.
     “For the many young people who attend this 

Forest Gate Community School Newsletter           Winter 2019
Forest Gate Community School newsletter n Summer 2019

Forest Gate was shortlisted for the most 
prestigious award in education for the second 
time in three years.

It was shortlisted for the tes award in the 
secondary school of the Year category, having 
also been nominated in 2017.

staff attended the awards dinner hosted by 
comedian Harry Hill, held at the Grosvenor 
House Hotel on London’s Mayfair in June. 

Forest Gate was among eight secondary 
schools shortlisted after recording among the 
best GCse results in the country for three 
years in a row.

eight secondary schools were shortlisted 
nationally by a panel of education experts, with 
the winner announced on the night. 

But despite being the only school to have 
received a previous nomination, the school 

once again was pipped at the post. Head of 
school Charlotte Whelan said: “It is truly a 
mark of the quality of teaching and leadership 
at this school that we have once again been 
nominated for this highly prestigious award.

“to have come so close and not win for 
a second time is disappointing because we 
have got used to setting very high standards 
and reaching them. this year we were once 
again up against very tough competition. It 

So close to top school 
award for second time

Forest Gate
teaching staff 
at the awards 
ceremony

is a privilege and an honour to have been 
nominated alongside truly inspirational 
schools. 

“While we are pleased to be shortlisted and 
would have loved to take this award back to 
Newham, the true prize in the work we do is 
the transformative effect it has on the lives of 
our students.”

tes editor ann Mroz said: “It is wonderful 
to see such great ideas and excellent practice 
emerging from our schools and teachers, 
especially at a time when schools are under 
financial pressure.

“We had a record number of entries this 
year and the standard was very high, so all 
those shortlisted should be very proud. It’s 
an extraordinary achievement to be on this 
shortlist.”
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Forest Gate Community 
School students once 
again excelled in their 

GCSE results.

School 
stays in  
country’s  
top 50  
for GCSEs

school that can be truly transformative. It is my 
job to ensure that we maintain these incredible 
standards.”
     Executive Headteacher Mr Elliott: “I am 
running out of plaudits to describe the outstanding 

contribution made to this school by our dedicated 
and skilled cohort of teachers and support staff.
     “There can no longer be any argument that 
Forest Gate Community is truly among the very 
best schools in the country.”

Our new Head of School, Ms Begum, 
says she is relishing the challenge of 
making one of the best schools in the 
country even better. 

     “That’s no easy feat when the school 
has been in the top 50 for the last 
four years,” she said. 
     “But with the incredible 
talent of the staff and the 
dedication of our brilliant 
students, I know the school 
will reach new heights. 
     “We work closely as  
a Community Schools  
Trust to use each others’  
expertise and share excellence 
across our schools. 
     “One lesson I have learnt from my  
predecessors is the value of restlessness; 
no matter how good you are, you can 
always be better. 
     “We are always looking for ways to 

improve and I am proud to say that is now 
my job. 
     “The best part of my job has always 
been the relationships I get to build with 
those I work with. 
      “As Headteacher, I can do this on a 

whole new level and at this school, 
working with some of the best 

staff and students in the  
country, it is quite the  
privilege.  
     “You will read in this 
newsletter the brilliant things 
our students have been 
doing to grow academically, 

culturally and emotionally. 
   “We have showcased just 

some of these here but we  
celebrate examples like these every day 
and it is a genuine joy to be a part of. 
     “I hope you have the chance to  
recharge over the Christmas break.  
The hard work starts again next term.”

Head excited by challenge

Ms Begum



OUR new Head of School Ms Thahmina 
Begum has vowed to use her role to “effect 
positive change in the community.”
     At just 31-years-old she is thought to be 
one of the youngest women in the country to 
take the top job at a school.
     Ms Begum has stepped up from her role as 
Deputy Headteacher to take the reins having 
led the school’s English department, ranked 
the best in the country two years ago.
     She said the school will maintain its 
reputation for high academic standards by 
refocusing efforts on recruiting and retaining 
top teachers.
     She said: “The reason this school has been 
consistently ranked among the very best in the 
country for the last four years is that we have 
been able to recruit and keep top teachers.
     “I may be biased but I think we have the 
very best teachers in the country at this school 
and the results certainly back that up. I predict 
our results will be even better next year than 
in previous years.
     “We are known as a school with high 
academic standards, with a strong focus on 
discipline which will remain the case but I am 
also interested in developing student learning 
that goes beyond the classroom.
     “I want them to become more rounded, 
culturally aware young people so that they 
can compete for the top universities and in the 
jobs market.”
     Ms Begum hopes her appointment as  
Head of School will help inspire young  
women in the community to aspire to top jobs.
     She said: “I am aware that taking on 
this role at such a young age puts me in the 
spotlight. I want to use this position to effect 
positive change in the community.  
     “It is of vital importance that we continue 
to push home the message that it is ok for our 
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Colourful history
New Head of School, Ms Begum, has cited recruitment and retainment of top teachers as key to the school’s future.

young women to be ambitious for themselves.”
     Executive Headteacher Simon Elliott 
added: “I am both envious and awed by the 
prodigal talents of Thahmina, who despite 
her relative youth is among the most talented 

leaders I have worked with.
     “As the Head of English and subsequently 
Assistant and Deputy Headteacher she has 
made a significant contribution to the continu-
ing success of this school.”

THE school was blush with colour to 
celebrate our second annual East London 
History Day in October.
     Students and staff wore traditional  
costumes to honour their heritage and  
celebrate the diversity of cultures which 
make up the school community.
     Activities included a cultural identity 
themed poetry competition which was  
performed during a special lunchtime  
presentation.
     Vivid sarees from Pakistan, embroidered 
blouses from South America and silk  
kimonos from Japan lit up the room as  
creative youngsters took to the floor to  
read their works aloud.
     There were prizes for the best-dressed 
student and staff member and the top four 
creative writing entries won Amazon Fire 
tablets.
     Year 7 student Sofia (pictured) dressed 
in a traditional Russian outfit of a long red 
sarafan and a stunning beaded headdress 
called a Kokoshnik. 
     She said: “My mum is from Russia, so 
the country is a part of me. My great grand-
mother who I loved very much died there.
     “Dressing like this today makes me  
feel connected to her and is a way of me 
honouring her.”

Ms Begum outlines her plan to 
build on school’s recent success
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AN award-winning student has taken her 
accomplishments to the next level by joining 
the Jack Petchey Achievers’ Network.
     After winning the volunteering award last 
year, Year 10 Eleanor was invited to join the 
year-long programme.
     As part of the scheme, Eleanor learned  
to dig a tunnel during an activities trip to 
Woodrow High House in September.
     The learning and development scheme 
helps to boost young people’s confidence, 
social skills and self-esteem.
     On her residential trip, she said:  
“Spending the weekend with 30 other  
students who I didn’t know was a challenge, 
but I actually enjoyed meeting new people  
and making new friends.
     “We did a lot of teambuilding activities 
like making a catapult and digging a tunnel, 
but I was too tall to fit properly which ended 
up being quite funny.”
     Throughout this academic year, she will  
attend three more residential trips, volunteer 
in the school or community and raise  
money for charity. Upon completion of the 
programme Eleanor will receive a certificate 
at a glitzy graduation ceremony.
     She said: “I’ve got until the end of the 
school year, so I really hope I’ve managed to 
get everything done by then. It has been really 
exciting to take part so far.”

Eleanor digs deep 
on Petchey scheme

Students 
rewarded 
for their 
hard work 
with top 
accolade

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE
forestgatecst.org

A YOUNG carer who hit the 
headlines last year after winning the 
Newham Youth Achievement Award 
for looking after his mum has won 
yet another award. 
     Year 9 Ilyan featured in the  
Newham Recorder after it was 
revealed he cooks, cleans and does 
shopping for mum Laila. 
     He was back in the pages of 
the newspaper again in September 
when he picked up the Jack Petchey 
Award, this time for outstanding 
achievement. 
     He said: “I was in a difficult  
situation but the help that Forest 
Gate Community School has given 
me was amazing and helped me 
and my mum get our lives back 
together.” 
     Fellow pupil Egzon was  
nominated for making great  
progress and regularly going above 
and beyond with his learning. 
     The Year 11 student said: “My 
teachers at Forest Gate Community 
School have inspired me to want to 
be a teacher and I am very grateful 
to Jack Petchey for recognising my 
growth as a leader.” 
     Other winners included Year 9 
Sara who was praised for her  
positive attitude and helping her 
fellow students. 
     Sara said: “Our teachers are 
so busy teaching and marking the 
whole day, so lunchtime is really the 
only break that they get. 
     “They do so much for us so I 
wanted to give back by making sure 
they didn’t have to work during 
lunchtime.” 
     Along with the certificates,  
winners are also awarded a £250 
grant for making improvements  
to their school.

Some of the students who 
won Jack Petchey Awards 

for their efforts.

Year 10 student Eleanor



BRIGHT student Eedie was one of a select 
group invited to the award ceremony of an 
essay writing contest hosted at the world- 
famous Cambridge University.
     The Year 10 student was nominated for the 
distinguished World Class Schools Quality 
Marks Essay Writing Competition.
     Competitors were tasked with writing  
an essay based on a speech given by  
teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg  
on rule breaking.
     She received an honorary mention for  
her critical writing hosted by Cambridge 
Medieval Literature Lecturer Dr Philip Knox 
at an award ceremony in December.
     Eedie said: “I was so happy when I 
discovered I was on the shortlist of winners; 
it really means a lot to me to have my hard 
work recognised.
     “I found the topic quite difficult at first 
because it is not easy to come up with original 
material based on a limited question but I am 

glad I persevered.
     She added: “Having the chance to visit 
such a prestigious university as Cambridge 
and to take a tour was really inspiring. I 
would love to study there one day.” 
     Eedie’s work, entitled Does Breaking  
The Rules Change The World?, was among  
a select group of shortlisted entries to be 
published on the competition website.
     She said: “Writing the essay has taught me 
a lot about finding your own voice and your 
own way of approaching a topic.
     “I got a lot of help from my English  
teacher Ms Bibi. 
     “She encouraged me to look at the  
question from the perspective of the impact 
of leaders breaking the rules and the negative 
consequences.”
     Forest Gate Community School was 
awarded the World Class Schools Quality 
Mark (WCSQM) after passing a rigorous 
selection process in December 2017.
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Year 10 student Eedie

Eedie shows she has a 
special way with words

Our Student Council showed leadership skills by delivering an 
excellent assembly on school improvement to their peers.

Each year, Student Council  
candidates stand for election by 
their classmates, for which they  
prepare a manifesto and a  
campaign video.
     As well as two head students 
and three deputies, the council 
also includes a representative 
from each school form. 

     A council meeting is held every 
Wednesday at 8.15am where 
matters ranging from greeting  
new members to upcoming school 
trips are discussed.
     This term, our Head and  
Deputy Head students met with 
new Head of School Ms Begum to 
discuss school improvement ideas.

Student Council members 
meet to discuss hot topics
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YEAR 7 started their life at the school  
combining learning with play during our annual 
Author’s Treasure Hunt to celebrate International 
Literacy Day. 
     During the quest, the students had to find  
facts about famous books and authors which 
were written on colourful notes hidden all over 
the school. 
     The entire year took part at the event in  
September and the youngsters who found the 
most clues were rewarded with prizes.
     Winner Muhammad said: “I didn’t think I was 
going to win, but when I found out that I got the 
most marks I was really happy. 
     “I did my best to do a lot of research and find 
out as much as I could, so when I was told in 
assembly that I had won I felt very proud, and 
my family gave me a few quid.” 
     Muhammad won a pencil case crammed with 
useful stationary, while other winners took home 
similar pencil cases or vouchers.
     Muhammad added: “I learnt a lot about liter-
ature and famous writers, like I didn’t know that 
George Orwell wrote a poem just before he died.
     “I definitely want to keep reading different 
sorts of books and find out more about the  
authors I like.”

THE school paid tribute 
to war veterans by raising 
money for the Royal British 
Legion’s Poppy Appeal.
     The fundraising drive was 
led by our Student Council 
who gave up their morning 
and lunch breaks to sell the 
iconic red poppies in the 
school playground.
     Fundraising and volun-
teering form a central part of 
the Student Council’s work, 
along with representing the 
views of the student body.
     Head Student Eleanor 
said: “Being on the Student 
Council is really rewarding 
and gives you opportunities 
to get involved in important 
causes.
     “We help out at parents’ 
evenings and school events 
and get involved with local 
programmes. Like today,  
we were discussing a local 
daffodil planting scheme.”

Exciting new chapter 
begins for Year 7

Students 
play their 
part by 
raising  
funds

FAMILIES braved the rain to attend the school’s Year 7 Pathway X information evening. 
They learned about the Accelerated Learning Project aimed at more able students.

In the picture
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Tasty  
dishes 
from  
China

Parents urged to pledge
FAMILIES are encouraged to support their 
child’s learning and help them fulfil potential 
by signing up to our Parent Pledge.
     It includes making sure they get a  
good night’s sleep, checking their progress 
using DPR and restrict screen time at the 
weekends. 
     There is also advice on getting exercise, 
healthy eating, creating a space for  
homework, reading and encouraging to  
take part in the Master Mission project.
     Executive Headteacher Mr Elliott said:      

“Studies show the more parents engage with 
their child’s education the better their grades 
and test scores, social skills, and behaviour.
     “We also recognise the hugely important 
role that guardians and families play in their 
child’s development.
     “With the dedication of our outstanding 
teachers alongside the support and bounda-
ries they need from their family and the  
people closest to them, the sky is the limit  
for our students.”
     More information at forestgatecst.org

STUDENTS cooked up a storm during 
cookery masterclass from Lee Kum Kee’s 
Healthy Chinese Cuisine Ambassadors.
     Forest Gate’s aspiring chefs learned 
how to create classic Chinese dishes 
using ingredients from the internationally 
renowned Cantonese company.
     The dish of the day was kung po  
chicken, which the professional chef  
ambassadors showed students how to  
make using a wok and fresh vegetables.

     Year 8 Adam said: “I enjoyed learning 
how to cook a Chinese dish and I got to 
use ingredients that I’d never even seen 
before.
     “The ambassadors explained that the 
dish was full of protein, vitamins and fibre 
and when I took it home my family said it 
tasted really good.”
     In 2013, The 121-year-old food compa-
ny launched the Healthy Chinese Cuisine 
Project to educate secondary school 

pupils about balanced eating.
     As well as learning about nutrition,  
the students also got to explore Chinese 
culture and eastern culinary traditions 
during the interactive workshop.
     Year 8 pupil Anqi said: “My parents are 
from China and my dad owns a Chinese 
restaurant. 
     “They said the kung po chicken was 
good and were impressed that I’d cooked 
authentic Chinese food at school.”

STUDENTS got to meet  
top professionals from  
the world of medicine, law  
and finance at our annual 
Aspirations Day.
     The students dressed  
in business attire and 
spent the day taking part in 
career themed workshops 
learning about CV writing, 
job applications and  
interview techniques.

Looking to 
the future

     Year 10 Nuria said: “I 
found the mock interviews 
the most useful because  
I get nervous in those  
situations so it was good  
to get experience.
     “The whole day really 
prepares you for what it 
will be like when you are 
actually out looking for a 
job. It gives you confidence 
because you have been 
through it before.”
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Student Jamal  
received Fire  

Cadet of the Year 
for Tower Hamlets. 

In the picture...
STUDENT  
councillor Mahim 
was recently out 
with our clean  
and green  
Bloomin’  
Forest Gate  
project aimed  
at making our  
corner of East 
London a more 
attractive place 
for everyone.

YEAR 11 student Jamal has taken one step 
closer to his dream job as a firefighter after 
being named Tower Hamlets Fire Cadet of  
the Year. 
     Jamal was handed the award at the  
cadets’ graduation ceremony held at  
Shadwell Fire Station in September.
     He has received two promotions since  
joining the cadets and as Sub-Officer Cadet, 
he is the highest-ranking trainee in his unit. 
     Jamal said: “I feel proud of what I have 
achieved, being a part of the Fire Cadets  
has been amazing and helped me grow in  

many ways.
     “As part of the course I now have a 
BTEC in Fire Rescue in the Community,  
so I’m one step closer to my dream of being 
a firefighter.”
     Although the programme runs one  
night per week, Jamal has been putting in 
extra hours visiting different units to develop 
his skills.
     He said: “It’s very rigid training. The best 
part was getting to ride in a fire truck with 
the sirens blasting. We also had to do a mock 
rescue, which was really interesting.”

TWO talented cross country 
runners will be hoping to emulate 
the UK’s top athletes when they 
represent Newham at the London 
Youth Games. 
     It was a Year 10 clean sweep  
for the school after Alice and  
Mohamed recorded the fastest time 
in both the boys’ and girls’ race to 
become borough champions. 
     The pair will race in the U15s  
capital-wide competition which 
has acted as a springboard for a 
number of top athletes including 
Olympics gold medallists Sir 
Bradley Wiggins, Linford Christie 
OBE and Sir Mo Farah. 
     Alice says she will be inspired 
by her brother and former Forest 
Gate Community student who was 
a cross country champion during 

his time at the school. 
     She said: “I have a lot to be 
inspired by because my brother 
was a champion runner while at 
the school. I am hoping to emulate 
him. 
     “It would be nice to get to the 
level of some of the other people 
who have competed at the London 
Youth Games like Mo Farrah, 
but that is a long way off at the 
moment. 
     “Coming first in the school 
cross country was such a good 
feeling, especially as when you’re 
running it can get really tiring but 
you have this drive and finishing 
in first place just makes it all 
worth it.” 
     She added: “My parents were 
really happy when I told them 

On their marks 
for Youth Games

Jamal’s a flamin’ 
brilliant fire cadet

I’d be competing in the London 
games.” 
     Mohamed said: “I’m always 
running either when I play football 
or during the weekly 5km Park 
Run event which is held at Beck-
ton Park. 
     “Obviously at the London 
Youth Games I’ll be competing 
against older and more experi-
enced runners, but I’m looking 
forward to the challenge.” 
     He added: “I never expected to 
win, I just focused on crossing the 
finish line, but my mum said she 
knew I could do it. 
     “If I were to do well at the  
London Games it would be a  
really big achievement because I 
will be following in the footsteps 
of the best athletes in the country.”

Mohamed and Alice
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STEM Club saw older  
students support their young 
peers when investigating the 
strength of the foundations of 
a building.

OUR Year 7 girls’ football team put in 
a great display to beat Cumberland 
in their first fixture of the year.

OUR Year 8 and Year 9 boys (above) competed in the under-16 indoor cricket tournament 
at NewVic College recently. They showed great determination to make it to the final.

STUDENTS James, 
Zackery and Valeriea 
have been recognised 
for all their hard  
work with a Jack 
Petchey Outstanding 
Achievement award.

OUR Student Council were  
a credit to the school after  
offering a helping hand at  
our open evening.

OUR Executive Headteacher  
Mr Elliott spent time with a 
host family during a speaking 
engagement in China.

In the picture...

James

Valeriea

Zackery

OUR Year  
8 and 9  
basketball 
teams will 
represent 
Newham at  
the London 
Youth Games 
after being 
crowned  
borough 
champions 
for the first 
time. The boys 
came through 
a series of 
tough tests to 
take the title  
in November.

ASSISTANT Headteacher Mr Collins spooked 
by our Halloween themed salad bar.


