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As I neared the ruins, I could see clearly that they were
indeed of some ancient chapel, perhaps monastic in origin,
and all broken-down and crumbling, with some of the stones
and rubble fallen, probably in recent gales, and lying about in
the grass. The ground sloped a little down to the sea shore
and, as I passed under one of the old arches, I startled a
nesting bird, which rose up and away over my head with
loudly beating wings and a harsh croaking cry that echoed all
around the old walls and was taken up by another, some
distance away. It was an ugly, satanic-looking thing, like some
species of sea-vulture - if such a thing existed - and I could
not suppress a shudder as its shadow passed over me, and I
watched its ungainly flight away towards the sea with relief.

As I stood watching its retreat, the last light went from the
sun, and the wind rose in a gust, and rustled through the
grass. Suddenly conscious of the cold and the extreme
bleakness and eeriness of the spot and of the gathering dusk
of the November afternoon, and not wanting my spirits to
become so depressed that I might begin to be affected by all
sorts of morbid fancies, I was about to leave, and walk briskly
back to the house, where I intended to switch on a good
many lights and even light a small fire if it were possible,
before beginning my preliminary work on Mrs Drablow's
papers.

But, as I turned away, I glanced once again round the burial
ground and then I saw again the woman with the wasted
face, who had been at Mrs Drablow's funeral. She was at the
far end of the plot, close to one of the few upright
headstones, and she wore the same clothing and bonnet, but
it seemed to have slipped back so that I could make out her
face a little more clearly.



Activities

1. Translate the words into your home language.

2. Match words to pictures.

3. Answer:
- Where is this?
- Is the building old or new?
- What can we hear?
- What time of day is it?
- What is the weather like?
- Which words tell you that the man is frightened?
- Why is this description frightening?


