
 

Literacy Vision Statement 
 
Forest Gate School is a learning community where our students have high aspirations for              
themselves and each other. We are creating a place of learning for each and every student in                 
our care and nothing will stand in the way of this entitlement. All of our students have the right                   
to grow into well-informed, confident individuals who are able to demonstrate independent            
learning and responsibility in their attitudes towards one another. 

At Forest Gate Community School we believe that improving standards of literacy is essential              
to the success of our students. Literacy is fundamental, not only to our personal and social                
development, but also to our ability to understand, evaluate, dissect and disseminate            
knowledge and, consequently, to our ability to function effectively in society. Thus, at FGCS,              
we believe our students should be given every opportunity possible to develop their reading,              
writing, speaking and listening skills, that they may cultivate the tools necessary for a happy               
and successful life.  

We are committed to ensuring that our children:  

✓ speak in full sentences and employ Standard English when answering 
    questions;  

✓ Develop their oracy by using SHAPE responses; 
Sentence instead of single word answers 
Hands away from mouth and be confident 
Articulate and not mumble 
Project a loud and clear voice 
Eye contact  

✓ are able to transfer knowledge, ideas and skills between subject areas;  
✓ recognise the importance of and enjoy reading for pleasure;  
✓ recognise the value of writing and communicating effectively;  
✓ are equipped with the skills to reflect and proof-read their work; 
✓ are able to continue their literacy development throughout their secondary school 
career.  

These fundamental, life-enhancing skills are delivered through an extensive 
programme of literacy initiatives:  

 



 

✓ a range of interventions to support underachieving and lower ability students; 
✓ guided and differentiated mentoring sessions, where reading, writing and oracy 
    stems are modelled; 
✓ a range of enrichment activities;  
✓ a range of literacy competitions; 
✓ opportunities to read for pleasure;  
✓ cross-curricular vocabulary development;  
✓ a range of literacy activities in all subjects across the curriculum;  
✓ the explicit modelling of reading and writing;  
✓ opportunities for the regular marking of spelling, punctuation and grammar across 
    the curriculum;  
✓ celebration of reading and writing; 
✓ Literacy events are closely linked to the Big Question to strengthen literacy whilst 
    making links to the curriculum. 
 

 


