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THE school has been singled out for praise by 
the chief inspector of English schools in his  
final report. 

Sir Michael Wilshaw, who will leave his post 
at the end of the year, said Forest Gate Commu-
nity School had established a culture of “high 
expectations for all pupils”. 

He said our headteacher Simon Elliott has 
“transformed” the school since taking over in 
2011.  

Forest Gate Community School is among 
just a handful of schools to have gone from 
‘Requires Improvement’ to ‘Outstanding’ in a 
single inspection. 

The school also recorded the best GCSE  
results in Newham this year, with pupils 
achieving on average nearly one grade high-
er than at equivalent schools, according to  
Progress 8 measures. 

Mr Elliott said: “It is a real honour to be 
mentioned in Sir Michael’s final report. 

“While it is personally very flattering, 
the real credit should go to the wonderfully  
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The report, published in December, 
reads: “After establishing a culture 
of high expectations for all pupils’ 
achievement, the headteacher and 
restructured senior leadership team 
have transformed the school. 

“Fundamental to this transforma-
tion was the delegation of greater pow-
er to middle leaders. 

“As lead professionals, they pro-
vided support and challenge to their 
teams, including through regular  
‘surgeries’, strong performance  
management and intensive personal 
support programmes.”

supportive parents, the dedicated and 
hard-working teachers and, of course, our  
brilliant students. 

“The journey this school has taken in the five 
years I have been head has been quite a remark-
able one. 

“We are very fortunate to live and work in 
one of the most incredibly diverse places in the 
country.  

“Yes, the people who live here face challeng-
es but they share a belief with this school that it 
should be no barrier to success. 

“The life chances of pupils are dramatical-
ly increased by attending this school which is 
something we are extremely proud of.”

Praised: 
Headteacher 
Simon Elliott

Pitch perfect: Year 9s on stage

Ideas Connect 
with the judges
PUPILS pitched their project ideas to cap 
off a series of training workshops. 

MP Lyn Brown was among the judges at 
the culmination of our FGCS Connect pro-
gramme, run by charity Spark and Mettle.

The Year 9 pupils’ proposals included a 
project to tackle homelessness, lost pets and 
littering. 

After lengthy deliberation the judges 
chose a group who came up with a cyber 
bullying resource as the overall winner.

Nabilah Yeasmin, 13, was on the winning 
team. She said: “This project was excellent. 
Our whole team is really proud that our 
idea was chosen. Personally, I learned a lot 
of skills like confidence and teamwork. I’d 
recommend it to other pupils.”

Lyn Brown said: “The most impressive 
part of this was that the ideas were very 
much achievable.”
  Deputy Headteacher Charlotte Whelan 
said: “I will never forget how proud I am of 
all of you tonight.”



THE school has won praise from the Mayor 
of London for tackling Female Genital Mu-
tilation (FGM) and violence against women.

Sadiq Khan wrote to the school in Septem-
ber to express his admiration for the pastoral 
work done at the school.

In the letter, he congratulated the school 
for the work being done on behalf of the 
community.

He wrote: “I have heard of the 
ground-breaking work you are doing to tack-
le FGM with the local FGM prevention ser-
vice. 

“I understand you have a comprehensive 
agenda for working with the students on 
preventing violence against women, which 
sounds very impressive. 

“I am very pleased to hear of a school do-
ing such important work that will benefit the 
whole community. I hope you will continue 
to share this best practice.”

The Mayor’s letter comes after FGM cam-
paigner Alimatu Dimonekene described the 
school as a “beacon of excellence” in an in-
terview with the Evening Standard.

She told the newspaper in 2014: “The 
safeguarding practices we ask schools to put 
in place are already in place at Forest Gate 
and they also even have their own additional 
practices.

“It is so pleasing to see the teachers and 
particularly the senior staff have taken this 
issue so seriously. 

“I am very impressed and encouraged as a 
campaigner and also as a parent.”

Head of Pastoral Care and Deputy Head-
teacher Charlotte Whelan said: “We took a 
view very early on that we were not going to 
be frightened to tackle FGM.

“Other schools have tended to shy away 
for fear of offending some cultures or  
communities.

“But FGM is illegal in this country, not to 
mention hugely damaging both physically 
and psychologically for young girls.

“The Government deserves praise for 
setting down very clear guidelines in May.  
All we have done is quickly put this practice 
rigorously in place.”

Praise for FGM work

OUR Year 10 girls spent the day in central  
London at the Wow Tech Women’s Computing 
Centre.

Our students heard from established female 
entrepreneurs in the computing industry at the 
event, which took place in September.

They also won a challenge against other 

schools to program a micro-bit light switch at 
a fun-filled workshop .

Business teacher Mrs Ahmed, who accom-
panied the students on the trip, said: “The girls 
said they were truly inspired and motivated by 
the visit.”

Girls wowed by female entrepreneurs
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Sent letter to school: Mayor of London Sadiq Khan



Players pass on tips
TWO of West Ham’s future stars led a 
training session with students to promote 
Girls’ Football Week.

Dan Kemp, 17, and Djair Parfitt- 
Williams, 19, offered tips and took part 
in a match before chatting to students 
and signing autographs.

The visit was a joint venture by West 
Ham, Active Newham and the council 
aimed at encouraging girls to participate 
in sport.

Pupil Megan Nelis, 14, from For-
est Gate, trains with Leyton Orient. 
She said: “It was great fun meeting the 
West Ham players and taking part in the  
sessions. I think it’s a great event be-
cause we really want more girls playing 
football at the school. 

“It’s great exercise and great fun.”
Parfitt-Williams is hotly tipped to 

make the first team this season after scor-
ing a hatful of goals for the youth team.

He said: “It was really good fun work-
ing with the girls. Dan and I went in goal 
while they had a game.

“The girls had fun and enjoyed them-
selves and were always running up and 
down the pitch which was great to see.

“None of them were shying away from 
the session.”

Forest Gate Councillor Rachel Tripp 
brought along her two daughters to 
watch the sessions.

She said: “Forest Gate Community is 

Online safety Tackling the Big Questions
STAFF have completed an NSPCC online 
child safety course.

They will now be “go-to” staff for pupils 
seeking advice about the internet. Their 
pictures are on a board at the school so pu-
pils know who to talk to.

STUDENTS have been grappling with  social, 
moral, spiritual, physical and political issues  
as part of our project The Big Question.

Each week students are posed a  
different Big Question with the aim of devel-

oping their cultural awareness as well as pro-
moting literacy and reinforcing British values.

Pupils are then encouraged to read 
about, reflect upon and research into the 
wide-ranging topical Big Questions. 

Autograph hunters:  
Pupils trained with 
West Ham players 
Dan Kemp and Djair 
Parfitt-Wiliams
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INSPIRATIONAL teacher Sham Uddin, who 
continues to work despite having late stage  
cancer, has won a leadership award.

Our remarkable assistant headteacher was  
diagnosed with incurable stomach cancer in 
September 2015 and given just weeks to live, 
but after intensive chemotherapy she returned to 
help pupils prepare for their GCSEs.

In October, she was given the Jack Petchey 
teachers’ award for Outstanding Leadership.

She said: “If you listen to the doctors then I 
shouldn’t be here right now. But if I can teach 
one more child, change one more life, then it is 
all worth it.”

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “Sham isn’t 
just a one-in-a-million teacher, she is a one in a 
million human being. 

“The dignified, brave and determined way she 
has conducted herself in all of this is a true inspi-
ration to all of us.”

Remarkable: 
Sham Uddin

at the heart of Forest Gate. 
“The school has had tremendous success in 

recent years with exams and Ofsted.
“Football is such a male-dominated sport so 

it is great these young girls are being encour-
aged to get involved and be active.”

Active Newham’s Sports Development  

Officer Abdul Hussain said: “There is a big 
drop-off of girls participating in sport when 
they get to about 12 or 13.

“These session are designed to  
encourage them to stay involved with sport 
and create pathways for them to join the 
many local clubs in this area.”

‘She’s a one-in-a-million human’



It has been an astonishing year for FGCS. 
Not only did we obtain an outstanding 

judgement from Ofsted, but we also became 
the best performing secondary school in  
Newham. 

We are now ranked No 1 in the Govern-
ment tables for progress.  

I am so grateful to the students, staff and 
parents for working with us to make this  
happen.  

Running a school can be a challenge at 
times, but the amazing support and positiv-
ity we have had from our community has al-
lowed us to make exceptional improvements.  

I am presented every day with fine  
examples of student and staff commitment.

Looking to the future, the pressure on 
school places is likely to become acute for 
us. 

We are already oversubscribed and I know 
that more and more parents are seeking for 
their children to join us.  

I only wish we could accommodate them 
all, but as a small site we have limited space. 

You can rest assured that we will be 
working extra hard to try and improve on 
our recent successes to ensure we create 
life-changing opportunities for our students.

A WORD FROM YOUR HEADTEACHER

CHAIR of Governors Jan Tallis has been 
named in the Evening Standard’s most  
influential Londoners 2016 list.

Jan featured in the Equality’s Champion 
category of the “Progress 1,000” published in 
September.

She was chosen for her work with vulnera-
ble children, families in poverty and domestic 

abuse victims.
Her Stratford-based charity School-Home 

Support aims to break the cycle of low achieve-
ment and low income.

She said: “I was surprised and delighted to be 
named one of the most influential Londoners.

“I’d like to think it is because of the  
work our charity does to improve the lives of 

disadvantaged families and I share this commit-
ment with my role as chair of at FGCS.”

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “Jan has 
played an integral role in the huge success this 
school has enjoyed in recent years. 

“Her charity does incredible work for fami-
lies and young people in Newham. 

“This accolade is richly deserved.”

Jan’s one of the most 
influential in capital

Royal approval:  
Chair of governors 

Jan Tallis meets Her 
Majesty  

The Queen
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  SIMON ELLIOTT



OUR Year 11 scholarship hopefuls  
spent the day at a top independent 
school preparing for their applications. 
   Eight of our boys visited Dulwich College in 
October as part of our scholarship programme.

They toured the grounds, had a Q&A session 
with headmaster Dr Joe Spence and met senior 
teachers during lunch.

Rayyan Chagani, Gavin Choy, Tahmid  
Rahman, Hemil Shah, Kaashif Kamaly,  
Yasin Shaikh, Muhtasim Choudhary and Enayet  
Uddin took part in the trip, accompanied by 
teacher Mr Datta.

He said: “The students were a credit to the 
school throughout the day. 

“Staff at Dulwich were extremely impressed 

by their eloquence and confidence. 
“They also said they would fit in very well 

with the school surroundings and looked for-
ward to their applications.”

Former students of Dulwich College include 
writer PG Wodehouse, polar explorer Ernest 
Shackleton and former governor of the Bank of 
England Lord Edward George. 

Scholarship students 
impress college staff

Showcasing art
PARENTS, pupils and teachers were among 
the guests at the showcase night of a student 
art exhibition.

Pupils exhibited their work, which was  
inspired by a visit to a gallery at The Gate  
library in Woodgrange Road in October. 
The show was part of our initiative Master 
Mission, where students complete tasks 
themed on  extension, enrichment, challenge 
and service. 

Healthy scheme 
makes the news

Scholarship hopefuls: The students at Dulwich College

THE school’s nutrition and healthy 
eating programme was featured on the 
national television news in October.

Head of Food and Nutrition  
Department Nick Shapland told Channel 
5 News about our schemes to encourage 
pupils to eat well.
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STUDENTS completed a 
Punctuation Treasure Hunt 
as part of our new project 
Master Mission.

About 50 Year 7  
students took part in the 
fun-filled afternoon held in 
September.

It’s fun: 
full stop

Limbs tangled under bed sheets,
 Soft breaths mingling between  

our bruised lips.
 His calloused fingers trace circles on 

my back, light and delicate  
like feathers;

 “My love”, He whispers soothingly, “My 
love, my love, my love.”

 In those delicate times before dawn, 
where the sky tints orange;

 In the pleasant comfort of our warm 
and beating hearts,

 I love Him, I love myself, 
and He loves me.

 I’m not a dead boy, yet.

In those times where they spit words 
tangled with ribbons of disgust,

 where they wrap around my neck and 
slice into my tender skin,  

my throat burns,
 and my eyes water as they laugh, 

jokingly. 
Jokingly, I stay quiet. 

Their words seared into my skin, marks 
of oppression and hate.
 Oh, am I a dying boy?

They whisper to their friend,  

An account by a dead boy 
PUPIL Katherine Rodriguez was among four winners of the National Poetry Day 
competition with their poems based on the theme of equality. Here is her entry.

Win for Henry
YEAR 9 Henry Houghton 
won the Newham Coun-
ty cross-country cham-
pionships in October.

Well done also to 
Fahim Nuha, Edris 
Mohamed, Samba 
Tamba, Luca Brown, 
Esme Jones, Ikram 
Hasan,  who all record-
ed top 10 finishes.
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disgust and amusement colouring the 
pinkness of their voice,

 And my teeth sink into my tongue, 
my words turn into  

oozing blood as I swallow them down 
and soon  

I’m choking on them,
 On my unspoken words and on the 

thick blood clogging up my throat and I 
turn and flee

 and I realise I’m a dying boy.

His eyes are kind,  
His eyes shine and guide me through 

this difficult life.
 His touch is soft,  

His touch soothes me and calms  
the storm raging within me.

 His voice is pure honey, sweet and 
natural, coloured only with love and 

care for my future.
 It’s such a shame that they would all 

rather see me dead, isn’t it?
 It’s such a shame that  

I’m a dead boy 
“My love”, I hear Him choke out, low-

ering lilies onto my grave,  
“My love, my love, my love”

YEAR 7s organised a food bank collection for 
Equality Week.

Thanks to Ms McGuigan and Mr Naqvi for 
helping to organise.

Sporting chance
YEAR 7s tried out different s ports a t our 
Every Child a Sportsperson event last month.

The initiative, in partnership with Active 
Newham, saw pupils try their hand at a range 
of sports including basketball, football and 
taekwondo.

Pupils were also provided with information 
about local clubs.

Food for thought



OUR Deputy Headteacher Mr Zaman has  
designed a ground-breaking programme to 
track student progress.

The Dynamic Progress Report checks if 
pupils are up to date with core knowledge and 
skills in each subject.

Test results are logged to check how much 
of the subject information has been 
understood by pupils. 

Where areas of weakness are identified, 
pupils are given extra tutoring to improve 
knowledge.

The online application monitors each pupil 
and can be accessed by teachers, student, 
parents, tutors if they go online and visit 
the website www.DPR.education.

For login details please contact the school 
on info@forestgate.newham.sch.uk.

Get online to follow 
your child’s progress

OUR community-spirited pupils have “wheel-
ie bin” working hard at picking up litter in  
local parks.

More than 90 students gave up their lunch 
times for a week to take part in a litter pick in 

Forest Lane Park and the Wanstead Flats.
Mr Hussain said: “It is very pleasing how 

willing the pupils were to connect with the 
local community and give something back. 
Helping to clear up local public park space 

makes the area a pleasant environment for 
everyone in our community.”

The clean-up is part of our volunteering 
scheme Master Mission which encourages pu-
pils to help out in the community.

Pupils clean up parks
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THREE smart pupils have won places at a top 
mathematics workshop

Yusuf Salad, Shaheedul Islam and Saidul 
Shakh will take part in the Royal Institution 
Mathematics Masterclasses at Queen Mary  
University.

The sessions offer indepth investigations of 
topics in mathematics combining theory with in-
teractive exploration.

Year 9’s Yusuf said: “The sessions are very  

interactive and they are quite enjoyable. 
“The best lesson so far for me was coding as 

we got to work in teams encoding messages us-
ing a secret coding system and finding out how 
other teams decode them.

Saidul said: “The masterclasses are fun and 
interesting to attend. We get to meet and make 
friends with people our same age and level.”

Shaheedul said: “The masterclasses have  
allowed me to explore mathematics outside the 

school classroom. My favourite lessons was ana-
lysing the probability of the lottery.”

More Able leader Mr Datta said: “The series 
will open their eyes to the world of mathematics 
and inspire them to continue their engagement 
with the subject. 

“The masterclasses aim to open the eyes of 
young people to the excitement, beauty and val-
ue of mathematics, engineering and computer 
science and in turn, inspire the next generation.”

Opening pupils’eyes 
to ‘beauty of maths’

YEAR 10 pupils visited one of the top  
universities in the world as part of  
Aspiration Day.

The More Able group spent the day  
meeting students and staff at Wadham  
College, Oxford, in October.

They also took part in academic workshops 
run by lecturers and received an insight into  
university-level lectures.

Mr Malik, who accompanied the students, 
said: “Students felt inspired and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.

“The lecturers and student ambassadors did 
a fantastic job of demonstrating that Oxford is 
accessible to them all.

“Basic Brain Surgery was particularly inter-
esting for the students.”

Former students at Wadham include the 
presenter Melvyn Bragg, architect Christopher 
Wren and actress Rosamund Pike.

University visit 
inspires pupils

BOWLED OVER: Our Year 9,10 and 11 cricket team after defeating Stratford in 
the Newham Indoor Cricket tournament at New Vic. 

TASTY TREATS: The school raised £200 for cancer charity Macmillan by holding 
a coffee and cake morning in October. The delicious treats on offer included 
homemade doughnuts, brownies, traditional sponges and German cheesecake. 
Visit www.macmillan.org.uk for more information.

KNEAD TO KNOW: Our leaders help 
Godwin pupils in a bread-making class 
in November. 




