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YEAR 11 student Sara Chowdhury has her 
pick of London’s top independent schools 
after being offered a remarkable THREE 
scholarships.

Sara has been accepted at fee-paying 
Latymer Upper School, Westminster School 
and Forest School but is yet to make up her 
mind.

The 15-year-old took a series of entrance 
exams and interviewed twice at all three 
schools before being offered the places.

She plans to study A Levels in history, 
English literature, economics and philosophy 
or politics and has set her sights on a place at 
top US university Harvard to study law.

The Forest Gate Community School 
Scholarship programme, now in its fifth year, 
has seen our pupils leave for the best schools 
in the world, including Eton College and 
Winchester College.

She said: “Having to pick between all 
these brilliant schools is really difficult. It is, 
though what you would call one of those good 
problems.

“I will choose the school that can best 
help me to fulfil my ambitions. I have to be 
pragmatic about it.”

Sara says work experience with Newham 

MP Lyn Brown, organised through the school, 
helped motivate her to aim high.

She hopes her achievements will inspire 
others from her community to dare to dream 
big.

She said: “I am like anyone from this school. 
I would never have been able to afford to go 
to a private school. It is the same with Kaashif 
Kamaly, Adam Patel, Ishak and Irfan before 
them.

“This is what happens when you show 
people that they can do these amazing  
things. You feel inspired, and in turn inspire 
others.”

Associate Headteacher Charlotte Whelan 
said: “Sara is an extremely hardworking 
student with exactly the right attitude to do 
well in her GCSEs and go on to achieve great 
things when she leaves our school. 

“We are proud of the legacy that we have at 
Forest Gate in opening up opportunities for our 
students for post-16 study and making sure that 
they have exceptional GCSE results behind 
them.  

“As the first female student from Forest 
Gate Community School to be awarded a 
scholarship, Sara is leading the way and is an 
inspiration to all of our students.”

Scholarship decision 
for inspirational Sara

Harvard target: Sara Chowdhury

FOREST Gate Community School has 
joined an elite group of schools to be 
awarded the World Class Schools Quality 
Mark (WCSQM).

Our OFSTED-rated outstanding school, 
which also scored the sixth-best GCSE 
results in the country last year, passed a 
rigorous application process to gain the 
status.

Selected students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 
10 were tasked with producing a video 
blog detailing a week in the life of Forest 
Gate Community School. They also had to 
complete a series of assessment questions to 
demonstrate how the school is World Class.

Finally, they competed in a BBC 
Apprentice-style challenge, where they 
worked in collaboration with another 
London school to pitch ideas for the 
remodelling of a school in Leeds. 

Forest Gate students are truly World Class

Following the assessments, we were 
among 16 schools nationally who had their 
World Class status confirmed at a ceremony 
held at Churchill College, Cambridge 
University, in December. The students 
involved included Harvey Saunders, 14, 

Sinthia Hoque, 14, and Hamza Akbar, 12.
Associate Headteacher Charlotte Whelan 

said: “As a school, it has always been our 
aim to continue to improve, to continue to 
push the boundaries of what our students 
are capable of achieving.”
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OUR unique online student progress portal has 
helped make Forest Gate Community the sixth 
best school in the country.

The multi-award nominated Dynamic 
Progress Reporting (DPR) system goes well 
beyond traditional software, connecting pupils, 
families and teachers and tracking student 
progress against key learning objectives.

Whatever their academic starting point, 
students are given clear manageable learning 
journeys to make sure they do not fall behind 
the school curriculum.

Each student has their own portal, which 
they access online, where families and teachers 
can monitor their progress.

They are constantly updated, which means 
families can access up-to-date information on 
their child at any moment.

Students can upload their homework and get 
tailored feedback from their teachers, which is 
linked to key learning objectives.

This helps the school to identify any gaps 
in the learning of students, which in turn feeds 

into interventions to 
ensure students remain up 
to date with their learning.

It also allows our senior 
staff to monitor the quality 
of our teachers’ homework 
assignments and track 
the impact it is having on 
learning.

The DPR was nominated in two categories, 
‘Innovators of the Year’ and ‘Leadership 
and Management Solutions’ at the highly 
prestigious BETT award, which recognises 
excellence in school ICT.

Parents have told the school DPR is helping 
their children to excel and has enhanced 
communication.

Deputy CEO, Community Schools Trust, 
Mr Zaman, who created DPR, said: “For the 
first time, students know exactly what to learn. 
Parents know exactly how to help their child 
throughout their learning journey. 

“The DPR allows all stakeholders to track 
the mastery of these key learning objectives 
and the 2017 GCSE results saw the fruits of 
this system.”

Barbara Firth, when awarding the National 
Association for Able Children in Education 
(NACE) Challenge Award to FGCS said:  
“The DPR has increased students’ 
responsibility for their own progress, as well 
as teacher response and enhanced parental 
involvement. 

“All stakeholders speak enthusiastically 
about how DPR has impacted on individual 
progress.”

Miranda Perry, director of World Class 
Schools Quality Mark, said: “The DPR was 
the best ‘life without levels’ secondary stage 
assessment system I have seen accessible to all 
stakeholders.” 

System helps monitor 
progress of students 

Pupils vote DPR a winner
We caught up with four of the school’s most frequent users of DPR 
and asked them how it had improved their learning. Here is what 
they had to say:

Year 9 Maryam Habib said: “I use 
it every night after school for my 
homework assignments. I find it most 
helpful with keeping up to date with 
what I need to know in each subject.”

Year 10 Forhad Choudhury said: “It is 
like ‘Show My Homework’ but much, 
much better. The best part is that you 
can get individual feedback from your 
teachers.”

Year 11 Alisha Bocusa said: “DPR has 
really helped up my game in all subjects. 
I am pretty certain my grades will be at 
least one higher because I have used 
DPR.”

Year 11 Hamza Khan said: “I have my 
GCSEs coming up so this portal is really 
helpful for me. I now know that there are 
certain subjects I don’t need to revise as 
much as others.”
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A TOP BBC executive said he was “extremely 
impressed” by questions posed by our pupils 
during a visit to Forest Gate Community 
School.

Tim Davie, who is the Chief Executive 
Officer of BBC Worldwide and former acting 
Director General, talked to 50 of our media 
studies students in March.

The presentation was followed up by 
questions from students, who quizzed Mr 
Davie on a range of subjects, including 
diversity at the BBC.

The visit was part of the Speakers for 
Schools programme, set up by ITV’s Political 
Editor Robert Peston to give state school 
children access to high-profile figures across a 
range of industries.

Mr Davie said: “I have done an awful lot 
of these talks and this school was by far the 
most impressive. It is easy to see why this is an 
outstanding school.

“All the questions were well thought out and 
covered a wide range of diverse topics from 
personal development, the power of marketing 
and access to employment for disabled people. 
I was extremely impressed.”

Student Zahra Khan, 14, said: “It is not 
every day that we hear from someone with  
one of the very top jobs in media in the 
country.

“When you hear from people like that, it 
really inspires you because before you really 
don’t have any idea about people with really 
important jobs like that.”

Ethan Denyer, 14, said: “I don’t think he was 
prepared for us to ask him such big questions. 
It was great because you could see he was 
impressed with how much we had researched 
them first.”

Mr Bispham, Head of Media said: “Having 
someone of Tim’s stature at school was a 
privilege.  He was brilliant to listen to and 
inspiring for the pupils.  

Top executive’s praise 
for our media students

Inspirational talk: But BBC Worldwide CEO Tim Davie was impressed by students

“Afterwards it was clear how impressed he 
was with our school and our students and his 
advice and unique insight will help them in 
their future careers.”

Great effort: Our Student Council raised £271.94 for children’s hospice Richard’s House by making tea at our parents’ 
evenings. You can help them meet their £500 goal by donating online at: www.justgiving.com/FGCSstudentcouncil
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Despite the snow in March this term, 
Forest Gate Community school remained 
open for business and lessons continued as 
normal. 

We even held the Year 8 parents’ evening, 
which had a record-breaking turnout.  
this, for me, exemplified why Forest Gate 
Community school is the sixth-best school 
in the country.  

the commitment to teaching and 
learning by students, teachers and parents, 
demonstrates that as a community we will 
do whatever it takes to maximise learning 
opportunities. Our Year 11 students have 
shown that they are very prepared for the 
challenges of their GCses after completing 
their second round of mock exams.

six of our students have been offered 
scholarships at independent schools, 
including our first female scholar, sara, who 
you can read about on the front page of 
this newsletter. the opportunities in girls’ 
schools are rarer and the competition is 
fiercer but sara is leading the way for the 
girls of this community with no fewer than 

three offers.  Our recent Master Mission 
awards ceremony demonstrates how our 
younger students are already preparing 
themselves for college applications. 

As a school, we take our students’ safety 
as of paramount importance. My staff and 
i stand at the gate every day to make sure 
students arrive and leave safely. 

We are also asking parents who drive 
their child to school to drop them at the 
back of the school in station Road.  

if you haven’t yet got to grips with our 
Dynamic progress Reporting (DpR), please 
ask your child for the log on details and log 
on. As a parent it is an invaluable tool to be 
involved in your child’s learning. if for some 
reason you are unable to log on or need a 
tutorial, please contact your child’s Head of 
Learning. 

May i take this opportunity to thank you 
for your ongoing support. 

Scholarships show our 
efforts are paying off

YEAR 8 students learned about the 
history of World War I during a trip to the 
battlefields in Ypres, Belgium.

The history department visit in January 
gave pupils the opportunity to consolidate 

their classroom learning. They visited the 
Flanders Fields Museum and Passchendaele 
Museum, alongside the Tyne Cot British 
Cemetery and Langemark German 
Cemetery. 

The students also got an insight into what 
life was like for soldiers during a trip to the 
replica trenches, before taking a break from 
their studies by visiting the chocolate shop in 
Ypres town centre.

Poignant trip to war cemeteries in Belgium

Associate Headteacher Charlotte Whelan 
(right) reflects on the past term... 
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Energy drinks off-limits in health drive

FORMER councillor Seyi Akiwowo presented 
students with their Silver and Bronze  
certificates at our second Master Mission 
Awards.

Students from Years 7 to 10 who completed 
tasks in the categories of extension, 
enrichment, challenge and service were 
honoured at the ceremony in February.

The Master Mission Awards have been 
designed to encourage our students to develop 
their cultural capital and build their self-
regulation skills.

Year 8 Hamza Akbar reviewed a YouTube 
science lecture for one of his Master Mission 
Silver Award key objectives.

He then asked the school to upload it to our 
website so that he could fulfil the criteria of 
having a space for others to read it.

He said: “The Master Mission has really 
helped to broaden my horizons and think 
differently about my education.

“Because we are a school with very good 
results, there is a belief that all we do is study 
what we need for exams.

“The Master Mission goes so far beyond 
that. It allows us to discover a love of learning, 
to look at projects we are interested and work 
on them.”

Awards helping 
to encourage 
love of learning

Pupils go bananas as medics give first aid tips

Pupils coast 
through in 
geography

YEAR 10 students learned about a career  
in medicine at the Young Medics event run 
by volunteers from a renowned medical 
school.

Pupils learned basic first aid and how 
to do stitches using bananas during the 

February workshop run by Barts and  
the London School of Medicine and 
Dentistry.

Careers and Aspiration Manager Nayaab 
Sattar said: “I definitely feel safer around 
school knowing they are now equipped to 

save our lives! The medics then stirred up 
some trouble by causing a banana massacre 
with a number of them sustaining severe 
injuries. 

“Luckily, we had our Year 10 students on 
standby to stitch them right back up.”

THE school has banned energy drinks as 
part of our ongoing initiative to encourage 
healthy eating among pupils.

The school held a snack attack in 
January, where junk food and fizzy drinks 
were confiscated and students offered 
healthier alternatives.

The school is also asking the local  
Co-op supermarket to stop selling these 
high-caffeine and sugar drinks to our  
students.

We have also asked parents to get 
involved by emailing, tweeting or visiting 
the store to encourage them to stop 
stocking the high-caffeine and sugar 

drinks. Head of Food Technology, Mr 
Shapland, said: “It was particularly 
pleasing to see during the snack attack that 
the number of energy drinks brought in 
has fallen from more than 50 to just three. 

“Quite a few lunch boxes contained 
unhealthy items. A balanced lunch should 
include at least one piece of fruit and some 
vegetable batons, and a drink of water. 

“Please do not include fizzy drinks, 
sweets, fried food, chocolate, cake or crisps 
as part of a packed lunch or snack. 

“Better still, eat in the school canteen 
where the food is delicious and all meets 
government healthy eating guidelines.”

YEAR 11 geography students looked 
at post-Olympics redevelopment in 
Stratford and Essex coastlines for 
fieldwork studies.

The GCSE students put their 
classroom learning into practice, 
collating data on a range of 
environmental and contemporary 
social issues.

They learned research 
methodologies, risk assessment and 
statistical data analysis during visits 
to the two sites this term.

Student Edris said: “Having 
actually seen how ranging poles and 
clinometers are used to measure 
the gradient of a beach gives me 
confidence that I can accurately recall 
it in the exam.”

Fellow student Mairuf added: 
“When we were learning about coasts 
in lesson, I just couldn’t relate to it, 
but now that we are here I can see 
how the coastal defences look and 
work.”

Geography teacher Zubayer 
Ahmed said: “The aim of these visits 
was not only to bring the theories 
and case studies within the textbooks 
to life but also provide students with 
a firm grounding, which will be 
vital for future career and academic 
ambitions.”
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World Book Week helps brings school together

Replicating the masters

YEAR 8 students heard from a Holocaust 
survivor during a service to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day in January.

Guest speaker Mala Tribich talked about life 
in the World War II death camps at an event 
held at Newham Town Hall in East Ham.

Other speakers included Antoinette 
Mushimiyimana and Isameldin Agieb, 
survivors of the genocides in Rwanda and 
Darfur, respectively.

Brothers Malachi, Year 11, and Izach Castro, 
Year 8, formed part of the Every Child A 
Musician orchestra and choir, who performed 
to an audience of around 300 at the service.

Year 8 student Kimberly Onigbogi said: 
“This was a very important event in our 
history, so it is important that people my age 
are aware of it.

“While it was obviously very sad to hear 
about the suffering people went through, it was 
also very vibrant with lots of music. It was a 
celebration of good over evil.”

Fellow Year 8 Sabbir Khan said: “The stories 
were really incredible to hear. You learn in 
history about what happened but to hear it from 
someone who was there really brings it home 
to you.

“It makes you think that you must do 
everything you can to make sure nothing like 
that happens in our lifetime.”

Assistant Headteacher Mr Hussain said: “It 
was a moving service and pupils have come 
away with a resounding reinforcement of 

their British Values, including mutual respect, 
tolerance, individual liberty, democracy and 
rule of law.”

In school, students visited the school library 

Students get first-hand 
account of Holocaust

Moving: Forest Gate pupils attended the service to mark Holocaust Memorial Day
to pick up free booklets detailing the work of 
the Holocaust Memorial Day trust and wore 
HMD wristbands to raise awareness of the 
event.

STAFF and students dressed up as their 
favourite literary characters as the school 
celebrated World Book Day with a whole 
week of literary events.

There were literary-themed lessons in 
every subject for pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9, 
including making pop-up book characters in 
design and technology and Harry Potter-
inspired potions in science.

Pupils delved deeper into the world of 
literature in the library with a quotations 
quiz and book swap while the canteen got a 
literary makeover with food-inspired quotes 
on  display. 

At our fancy dress, students and staff 
were transformed into their favourite 
science fiction and fantasy character, ably 
assisted with make-up and props from our 
Year 7 Arts Club, with Harry Potter popular 
again (right).

Head of Literacy, Mr Bispham, said: 
“World Book Week is at the very heart of 
what this school is about coming together to 
learn and inspire as a community and the 
buzz around the school has been palpable.  

“It is a tribute to the effort of our staff 
and students that the week was such a 
brilliant success.”

 YEAR 11 replicated the works of Monet, 
Rothko and Picasso during a visit to the 
Tate gallery.

Students used the sketchbooks to 
copy works of art by master painters 
during the trip this term.

They then finished the day off by 

enjoying the giant swings in the Turbine 
Hall.

Head of Art, Ms Ovenden, said: 
“Some of the more unusual artworks 
left us feeling a little disconnected and 
confused but led to great discussions 
about ‘What is Art?’”
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Wadham visitors given a 
taste of learning Russian 

Tarik takes 
the honours 
in challenge

STAFF at the school will walk 10,000 steps 
every day in March to raise money for a 
cancer charity in memory of Sham Uddin.

Sham, who was our Assistant 
Headteacher, lost her cancer battle last 
August aged 38, after a period of illness.

Student Manager at the school, 
Samantha Cole, recently returned to work 
after battling the disease and is now in 
remission.

She is among 15 staff who will take part 
in the Walking Over Cancer challenge to 
fundraise for Cancer Research.

Ms Cole said: “I am one of the lucky 
ones. I had the support of a wonderful 
family and fantastic work colleagues 
and friends who helped get me through 
treatment.

“I count my blessings every day that I 
am healthy and back to living my life, and 
now I want to give something back.

“To do this with my work colleagues is 
really exciting –we will be walking all over 
cancer.”

Associate Headteacher Charlotte Whelan 
said: “As a school community, we have 
been deeply affected by cancer in the 
last year, having lost our dear colleague 
Shamimara Uddin.

“We are delighted however to have 
Samantha Cole, Student Manager, back at 
work and in remission.”

“We are very pleased to support our staff 
in raising money in the memory of our 
dearly missed colleague Sham and to fight 
this deadly disease.”

To make a donation please visit https://
fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/
forest-gate-community-school/

Staff ready to step out
to back cancer charity

Missed: Sham Uddin lost her battle Fighting: Samantha Cole is back at work

YeAR 9 and 10 students got 
a taste of life at one of the 
world’s most prestigious 
universities.

Bright pupils spoke to 
students, attended lectures 
and were also given a 
Russian masterclass  
during the visit to Oxford 

University’s Wadham 
College in March. teacher 
Mr shah said: “it was 
nice to hear them asking 
questions, not only about 
academic courses and 
requirements but also 
about living arrangements 
and social life.”

Summer start on 
school expansion
BUILDING works that will see 
the school increase by a planned 
two forms of entry are due to 
start in summer.

Our Outstanding 
school was asked to 
expand by Newham 
Council to accommodate 
the growing school 
age population in the 
borough.

The proposal includes 
plans to make Kuhn Way part of 
the school and to create a mews 
walkway in Brooking Way, in 

Year 11 
Mohammed 
Tarik Islam 
scored the 
best score in 
the school at 
the UK Maths 
Challenge. 

line with works carried out for 
the Crossrail development.

Executive Headteacher Mr 
Elliott (left) said: “Recent 
success at the school has 
meant it has become ever 
more popular and now 
means many families who 
live just a mile away can 
no longer get a place.

“The work will take 
place throughout the 

summer so will have little or no 
impact on the education of our 
pupils. Not only will the school 

now be able to offer more pupils 
the life-changing opportunity 
our current cohort benefit  
from but it will also make the 
school a greener, more attractive 

learning environment.” To view 
the architect’s design and give 
feedback, please come along 
to our consultation meeting on 
March 27, between 4 and 7pm.
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In brief...

OUR Year 7 and 8 cricket team won 
two matches to be crowned Capital 
Kids Cricket champions.

They won matches against 
Newham school Brampton Manor 
Academy and St Mary’s in Elephant 
and Castle, during finals held at 
Lord’s Cricket Ground.

Captain Kazmeen Ul Hassan said: 
“It was great to play at Lord’s and to 
win the match. We have a great team 
spirit in the school cricket team.”

Vice-captain Arayaman Parida 
said: “We feel like we can beat 
anyone at the moment. We can’t wait 
for our next match.”

Meanwhile, six of our students 
represented Newham’s cricket 
team at the London Youth Games, 
finishing a respectable ninth.

Champion cricketers

Well done: Student Esme Jones won the Jack Petchey foundation award as our girls’ rugby 
team beat East London Science School 25-0.

OUR boys’ table tennis team narrowly 
missed out on the Newham Championship, 
finishing a very respectable second place.

The team consisted of Wilson Chan, 
Amrit Sirjeet, Ibraheem Malik and Manan 
Paatel. The tournament took place in 
February.

Later in the month, the team competed 
in the Jack Petchey Foundation individual 
qualifiers in February. Hamza made it to 
the semi-finals.

n OUR Year 9 futsal team 
were at the Copperbox in 
January for the London 
Championships.
n OUR Year 8 rugby team 
continued their winning 
run by beating Lister 55-0 in 
January. They also recorded 
a victory over Royal Docks 
later in the month.
n THE Year 7 girls’ football 
team came third in the five-
a-side Newham Tournament 
Finals, conceding just two 
goals.
n OUR Year 7 boys’ football 
team beat Little Ilford 5-1 in 
January.

Table tennis boys 
close to top title

Capital crown for
Forest Gate boys

Forest Gate Community School       SPORT


