
1FGCS n Exams special issue n September 2015

HEADTEACHER Simon Elliott has hailed his 
“world class” teaching staff and “dedicated” 
pupils after the school scored among the BEST 
GCSE RESULTS in Newham. 

Forest Gate Community School is the best 
community school in Newham after achieving 
a 71% A*-C GCSE pass rate, the barometer by 
which schools are judged nationwide. 

A remarkable 87% of pupils scored top 
marks at English, while 76% hit the same 
mark in Maths – the best for a non-selective 
school in Newham. 

The marks are a remarkable 17-point jump 
on last year’s results, making the school the 
most improved in Newham. 

The headteacher said: “After a huge spike 
in results last year I predicted it would be very 
difficult to emulate the same success this year. 

“I am very happy to report that I have been 
proven wrong. These results are just stagger-

Headteacher hails 
‘staggering results’

Juvelyn Caliao, 16, has her eyes on a 
university place after picking up six A*s 
and five As. But after completing A-lev-
els in maths, further maths, geography 
and physics, the ambitious youngster 
first wants to travel the world.

She said: “The stereotype is that 
kids from Newham won’t get far in life, 
but that couldn’t be more wrong.

“The teachers at Forest Gate have 
invested so much time and effort into 
making sure that’s not the case.”

World travel plans

ing. These results make us amongst the best 
schools in London.”

The school scored a near perfect 95% for 

pupils making expected progress in English, 
despite around three-quarters of pupils having 
English as a second language. 

Mr Elliott added: “The English results 
are just incredible. There will be some of the 
top schools in the country that won’t get our 
grades in English. 

“If you take into consideration that many of 
our pupils have English as a second language 
it is just remarkable.

“We are very pleased with our progress in 
English, which is at 95%, 30% above the na-
tional average.”

He added: “The continuing success at the 
school is testament to the dedication and hard 
work of all teaching and support staff. This has 
proved to be an exceptional group of students 
who have set themselves on the path to success 
with these fantastic results. I wish them every 
success in their future endeavours.”

All smiles: Pupils 
compare results
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Adam Patel scored top marks in all his 
GCSEs. Below, he gives his seven top tips 
on how to achieve A*s in your exams.

1. Structure your revision. Keeping a clear 
plan of how you’re going to cover all the 
material, for each of your subjects, will help 
keep you focused while revising.
2. Take regular study breaks to keep your 
mind fresh. If you feel like you’re not 
learning anything, you’re probably not, 
so take a quick five-minute break to clear 
your head and reduce stress.
3.  Find a revision method that works for you. 
Everyone does things differently and flash-
cards might work for one person, but another 
might prefer mind maps, revision textbooks, 
or a combination of them, so use whichever 
works best for you.

Talented: 
Adam Patel 
will study 
maths, further 
maths and 
physics at 
Latymer Upper 
School after 
gaining 11 A*s 
at GCSE

A TEENAGER has won a scholarship 
to a top private sixth form after land-
ing 11 A*s.

Adam Patel, 16, will head next 
term to the posh West London area 

of Chiswick, where he has 
won a £32,000 scholarship at 

the prestigious 
Latymer Upper 
School.

There, he will 
enter in the sixth-

form to study A-
levels in maths, 
further maths and 

physics. 
He now 

hopes his 
dream of 

s t u d y i n g 
engineering 

at Oxford or 
Cambridge will also 
be possible. 

He said: “I’m re-
ally, really happy. 

I didn’t expect 
anything like 

this. My teachers have been amazing. 
Without them I could never have done 
so well.”

The talented pupil said: “I come 
from a typical Newham family – we 
are not that well-off – but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t achieve your dreams.

“I know going to a school like Lat-
ymer is going to be a huge jump for 
me, but I’m looking forward to it.” 

BELIEF
Adam follows in the footsteps of for-
mer pupils Ishak Ayiris, Irfan Badshah 
and Alexis Marinoiu, who won schol-
arships to Eton, Winchester and City 
of London, respectively, last February.

He added: “When I saw Ishak win a 
place at Eton, that is when I started to 
understand this might be possible for 
me. But it was the belief the school, 
and in particular the headteacher Mr 
Elliott, had in me that really made it 
possible.”

Other well-known former Lat-
ymerians include actor Alan Rickman, 
Labour MP Keith Vaz and TV chef 
Heston Blumenthal.

Syed Ahmed was born in Bangladesh, 
but moved to Newham aged three. He 
quickly got to grips with English and 
has excelled in the classroom.

The talented teenager achieved 
straight A grades in his GCSEs, includ-
ing a remarkable eight A*s, and wants 
to become an engineer.

He said: “I’m in shock. I thought 
I might get a few Bs, but I’ve ended 
up getting all As. I can’t believe it. It’s 
because of the school. All the teachers 
really push you to fulfil your potential.” 

Engineering aim

Teen seals  
scholarship

Seven exam tips from pass-master Adam
4. Past papers – do them! They show you 
the structure of the exam and help you 

to adapt your timing to the length of the 
exam. Marking them will let you see where 
the marks are and help you target your 
answers to what examiners are looking for.
5. Adapt for each of the subjects you do. Some 
methods of learning work better for certain 
subjects, so memorising vocabulary might be 
great for French, whereas practise questions 
would be better for maths.
6. Get involved in class. Anything you learn 
during lessons will be something you can 
spend less time revising.
7.  Use the exam specifications. They outline 
the content of the entire GCSE and, especially 
for the sciences, allow you to see exactly 
what the definitions are that you’re expected 
to know, what you can ignore, and they might 
even mention a couple of things you didn’t 
realise you needed to know.
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This year’s GCSE results day has been 
without a doubt my proudest moment as the 
chair of governors for the school. 

Having worked side by side with the sen-
ior leadership team, I know just how much 
hard work has gone into helping our pupils 
achieve the very best results. 

Despite being the most improved school 
in Newham and close to the best performing 
in the borough, as governors we were not in 
the least surprised at the level of success. 

There are a number of headline figures 
I could pick out that exemplify our achieve-
ments: our boys having the best results in 
the borough; 95% of pupils getting expected 
progress in English; over a quarter of  

A TEEN overcame back pain following a  major operation to score top 
grades in her GCSEs

Tayjorn Alleynei succeeded in achieving a haul of two A*s, five As 
and four Bs despite missing two months of school in November. 

The 16-year-old was bed-bound for four weeks after the eight-hour 
operation at the Royal London Hospital to put rods in her spine to cor-
rect scoliosis. 

She even missed her mock exams in January.
She said: “It’s been pretty tough. I was in so much 

pain after the operation and studying was the last thing 
I felt like doing.

“But now everything has been worth it.
“My teachers have been so supportive and encour-

aging and really helped me, especially with maths.

AMBITION
“At the start of Year 11 I was predicted a C in maths, 
so I can’t believe I got an A.”

Tayjorn has won a place at the selective Harris 
Westminster Sixth Form – which aims to give gifted 
students from underprivileged backgrounds the best 
education. 

She now hopes to study law at university and 
qualify as a lawyer.

She added: “I have been taught here at Forest 
Gate to set my sights and ambitions high. 

“I have done really well in my GCSEs and now 
want to do well in my A-levels. I want to become a law-
yer.

Gifted student: 
Tayjorn Alleynei 
has won a place 
at the selective  
Harris Westmin-
ster Sixth Form

Improvement on last year most pleasing

Joseph Larkin, 16, was expecting to get 
a raft of B grades – but instead walked 
away with 12 straight As.

He said: “I’m so shocked I can’t stop 
shaking. I feel so happy. My mum and 
dad are going to be so proud of me.

“It has definitely been worth all the 
hard work. I’m so grateful to all the 
teachers who stayed behind after school 
to give us extra help.”

Twelve is a triumph

students getting three or more A* or A 
grades: I could go on and on.

Perhaps most pleasing, though, is the hike 
in performance compared to last year.

There have been a number of changes at 
the school in the last few years, and in that 

time the standard of education has im-
proved rapidly.  

I have been involved in secondary educa-
tion  for a number of years. This experience 
has enabled me to recognise the excellent 
work done by Simon, his team and students. 

There is a vitality and expertise from 
teachers which engages pupils and helps 
provide the best possible outcomes for the 
young people at this school. 

These examination results are perhaps 
the most rewarding example of that out-
standing commitment. 

As governors it is our job to offer advice 
and support to the senior team, teachers and 
students. I am extremely proud that in our 
small way we have been able to contribute 
to this wonderful success. 

Bring on next year!

Top grades 
despite op

GChair of    overnors Jan Tallis
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Political hopeful hails  
the secret of success
A BUDDING politician has set his sights on 
becoming an MP after getting two A*s, six As 
and four Bs. 

Tanweerur Siddique, 16, who ran for 
Young Mayor of Newham, was overwhelmed 
with emotion after opening his envelope. 

He said: “Wow! I can’t believe it. I never 
thought I’d do this well.

“I couldn’t have done it without my 
school. The teachers put on extra classes af-
ter school to help boost our grades – they’ve 
been amazing.

“The secret to why we’ve all done so well 
is the communication between the staff and the 
students – we have a really close connection 
and that makes such a difference.”

Tanweerur, from Forest Gate, ran for 
Young Mayor of Newham on a platform of 

better opportunities for state school pupils 
in Newham, but failed to secure enough 
votes.

But the determined youngster has not let 
his first ballot box defeat deter him from his 
aim of a career in politics. 

He said: “I have done very well, but that 
is because I go to a very good school where 
teachers are passionate about helping young 
people. 

“I may go to Oxford or Cambridge, but 
it still remains a fact that if you go to private 
school you have a much better chance, even if 
you have the same grades.

“I want to get that first-class education, but 
then I want to come back to Newham to make 
sure as many other people from around here 
can have that opportunity.”

He added: “The first thing they can do is do 
what I did; come to Forest Gate Community 
School and work hard.”

Ambition: Tanweerur Siddique, centre, who ran for Young Mayor of Newham, has his sights set on becoming an MP

Muhtasim Rahman, 16, has kept his 
dream of becoming a dentist alive after 
landing 11 GCSEs.

He said: “I’ve got a mixture of A*s, 
As, Bs and Cs and I’m so happy. I feel 
incredible.

“Teachers here were so willing to 
give us extra tuition if we needed it. 
They put on study sessions in lunch-
times and after school. It’s thanks to 
them I’ve done so well.”

Tribute to teachers


