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THUMBS UP: Forest Gate pupils celebrate the Ofsted result

The highest praise
FOREST Gate Community School 
has been rated OUTSTANDING by 
Ofsted. 

The school achieved the highest rat-
ing by inspectors for leadership, quali-
ty of teaching and academic outcomes 
following a visit in February. 

The report, released this month, said 
the school had improved “rapidly” 
under the “exemplary” leadership of 
headteacher Simon Elliott. 

The school is just the third second-
ary in London to go from “requires 
improvement” to “outstanding” in one 
visit, Ofsted confi rmed.

The report described teachers as 
“passionate and knowledgeable” and 
said “achievement was excellent” 
among pupils. Governors are well 
informed and meticulous in holding 
senior staff  to account, the report said. 

It comes after the school scored re-
cord-breaking GCSE results, the best 
of any community school in Newham.

The inspectors said: “The head-
teacher’s exemplary leadership and 
management of the school have led it 
to being fully transformed. This has 
led to achievement at the school being 
excellent. 

“Outstanding personal development 
means that pupils are mature and have 
a good disposition to learn. 

“Teachers and support staff  provide 
a stimulating learning environment 
where pupils say they are ‘pushed un-
til they can handle the work’.”

Mr Elliott said: “To achieve an 

outstanding judgement is an extreme-
ly diffi  cult task. It could only have 
been achieved by some of the very 
best teachers and leaders in the coun-
try and the support from a our wonder-
ful local community.

“Following our excellent GCSE 
results that saw us become the best 
-performing community school in Ne-
wham we now have confi rmation that 
this is an outstanding school.

“As Ofsted noted, this school has 
been transformed into a world class 
learning environment where pupils 
achieve well beyond expectation. We 
look forward to the next challenge.”

Chair of Governors Jan Tallis said: 
“This outstanding judgement is a 
refl ection of all the hard work put 
in by everyone involved in our school 
– students, teachers, parents and
governors. I am proud that we are 
making a diff erence to the lives of 
children in Forest Gate.”
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Ofsted report recognises a school transformed

l Leadership:
OFSTED inspectors have hailed the 
“exemplary leadership” of our head-
teacher Simon Elliott. 

They said he has helped 
rapidly transform the 
school, improved the 
quality of teaching and 
raised expectations. 

They also praised the 
leadership team and gov-
ernors for taking “swift ac-
tion” to improve the schools 
eff ectiveness. 

Inspectors said: “The vision of high 
expectation of achievement is under-
stood and clearly communicated to all 
staff . 

“Major changes have taken place 
and the culture and ethos of the school 
is now very diff erent.”

l Teaching:
INSPECTORS praised lessons at the 
school describing teachers as “pas-
sionate and knowledgeable”.

The report found that “excellent” 

teaching at the school help pupils to 
make “rapid progress”. 

They said pupils were “engaged and 
motivated” during class time and 

held in a calm environment. 
Inspectors said: “Ex-

pectation of what pupils 
can achieve is very high. 
Teachers know their pu-
pils very well and use 

this information to inform 
their planning of what to 

teach next.”

l Behaviour:
INSPECTORS described the school 
as a “great community”. 

They also found our pupils to be 
“articulate, polite, thoughtful”, as well 
as “focussed and hardworking”. 

Inspectors said: “The school’s work 
to support pupil personal develop-
ment and welfare is outstanding.

“During the inspection pupils were 
polite, thoughtful and articulate in 
sharing their views about the school. 

“They are proud of the school 

and see behaviour as an increasing 
strength of the school’s work.”

l Outcomes:
OFSTED said our outstanding GCSE 
results were due to the high quality 
of teaching at the school. Last year, 
71 per cent of pupils gained fi ve A-C 
grades, including English and maths, 
making us the best performing com-
munity school in Newham. 

Inspectors said that despite coming 
to the school with “signifi cantly be-
low average” attainment, the majori-
ty achieved “well above” the national 
average. 

They put our remarkable success 
down to “highly eff ective” teaching 
and support from staff , as well as a 
culture of raised expectations. 

Inspectors said: “Pupils arrive at 
the school with prior attainment that 
is signifi cantly below average but be-
cause of highly-eff ective teaching and 
support, the majority achieve progress 
that is well above the standard expect-
ed nationally.”

Exemplary leader – 
passionate tutors

l Parent Shamson Ali 
said: “I feel really priv-
ileged to know that my 
daughters are part of an 
outstanding school. The 
structures in place that 
support students at Forest 

Gate are 
amazing.”

l Governor Councillor 
Ellie Robinson said: 
“I am so proud to be a 
small part of a school 
that is giving our young 
people the best start in 
life and the skills to go on 

to do great things 
in the world. 
With the best 
ever GCSE 
results and 
an Outstand-

ing Ofsted judgement, all 
within a year, the sky is 
the limit.”

l Head girl Maariya 
Saiyed said: “I am very 
proud to be head girl of an 

outstanding school. 
There has been 

a big turna-
round since 
Mr Elliott 

became the headteacher.”

l Head boy Niaim Suhel 
said: “I am very proud 
to be part of such great 
change here. This is a 
truly wonderful place to 

learn and to 
be a part of.”

PRIVILEGED AND PROUD
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Headteacher Simon Elliott said: 
“It is a monumental achievement 
to be among a very select group 
of schools that have received an 
outstanding Ofsted judgement. 

HARD WORK

“In the last fi ve years the school 
has been on a very exciting jour-
ney involving a great deal of hard 
work. 

“Not just from staff  and pupils 
but also from the governing body 
and our wonderfully supportive 
parents. 

BEACON OF SUCCESS

“Together we have turned Forest 
Gate Community School into 
the best performing community 
school in Newham. A  beacon of 
success creating life-changing 
opportunities for our students.

“We now have an excellent sys-
tem and strong, clear leadership 
which will ensure we maintain our 
success. 

SUPPORTIVE AND CARING

“We will continue to provide an 
exciting, challenging, supportive 
and caring school that serves the 
community of Forest Gate. 

“Although we have enjoyed this 
moment of success, we are aware 
of the need to maintain our very 
high standards. 

“I will be making sure that all 
children here are 
pushed to achieve 
their very best 
and to become 
responsible 
citizens. 

“Be assured – 
we will not rest.”

Headteacher’s 
comment

BRIGHT Year 7 and 8 pupils have 
graduated from a university level 
course. 

In February, 23 of our Brilliant Club 
students were given certifi cates at a 
ceremony held at the SOAS Universi-
ty of London. 

Mohammed Jumel, Firdaus Omar, 
Yusuf Salad and Shaheedul Islam got 
a distinction award. 

Mr Malik said: “They have worked 
extremely hard these past few terms 
and have produced some excellent 
university level essays.”

THE school is celebrating success on 
the football fi eld. 

Our Year 7s made it through to the 
fi nal of the Newham Cup fi ve-a-side 
in February. 

We also beat Stratford School with 
a late winner. 

Our Year 10 team celebrated victory 
in the Newham Cup seven-a-side in 
January. 

Forest Gate MP Lyn Brown has sent 
her warm congratulations to the 
school after our Outstanding Of-
sted judgement. 

She said: “I was absolutely 
delighted to hear that Forest 
Gate Community School has 
received an Outstanding rat-
ing in its Ofsted report.

“Not only is this an excellent 
achievement in and of itself, but the 
school has evidently turned around 

from the last report, when Ofsted said 
that the school required improvement. 

“The news is testament to the 
immense hard work and dedi-

cation of the teachers, teach-
ing assistants, and staff  at the 
school, as well as the pupils 
themselves. I want to congrat-

ulate all involved.
“I send my best wishes for the 

future and for all those taking their 
exams this summer.”

A brilliant day
Certifi cates: Pupils outside the SOAS University of London

Celebrating success on the football fi eld

MP praises our achievement

Head 
Simon 
Elliott
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Council ‘could do more’ to fl ag up fast food health risks

BRIGHT Year 9 pupils learned 
debating and presentation skills at one 
of the top universities in London. 

Akram Ahmed, Jack Powell and 

Gabriel Weeden were invited to Uni-
versity College London (UCL) as part 
of the Inspire Newham programme, a 
project for high-potential youngsters 

in the borough. 
The pupils also attended lectures 

and met with students during the visit 
in January.

Learning 
new skills

Visit: Pupils 
at UCL

THE school is calling on Newham 
Council to introduce health ratings for 
fast food restaurants. 

Headteacher Simon Elliott said hard 
work getting pupils to eat healthily is 
being compromised by nearby chick-
en shops. 

He said health ratings on the fast 
food outlets will help to educate 
youngsters on the dangers of eating 
fried food. 

FATTY FOODS

He said: “We have made huge 
strides at the school in providing our 
pupils with a healthy alternative to 
fatty fried foods. We have completely 
overhauled the canteen but pupils still 
visit the chicken shops and fast food 
restaurants. 

“You can’t stop teenagers from go-
ing to those types of places and you 
can’t stop the shops from opening up. 

“What you can do is educate pupils 
as to the health implications of eating 

those types of food.
“If Newham Council introduced a 

health rating system, similar to those 
used for hygiene, this would go a long 
way to developing understanding. 

“As a school we are doing an aw-
ful lot to help pupils lead happy and 
healthy lives but we need help. This 
would be a good start. 

Food technology teacher Nick Shap-
land, who recently won the British 
Nutrition Foundation communication 

award, has overhauled the menu at the 
canteen and banned fatty and sugary 
drinks and snacks.  

HEALTHY ALTERNATIVES

He has also introduced a catering 
trailer to off er healthy alternatives to 
the chicken and chip shops.

He wants the council to force fast 
food restaurants to close for an hour 
after school fi nishes. 

Mr Shapland said: “As a school we 
have been working very hard to im-
prove the diet. Sadly, despite all this 
work, we are unable to control what 
goes on outside the school gate.

“We have made changes, now it is 
the council’s turn to play its part. A 
health rating system and, even better, 
restricted open hours would be a good 
start. 

“Without this help, I feel that our 
students will continue to eat food that 
will eventually make them obese and 
sick.”

Menu overhaul: Mr Shapland
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NEWS IN BRIEF

n A YEAR 10 pupil has been 
commended for his “hard work 
and positive attitude” during work 
experience. 

Ben Drain spent a week at 
the Cafe in the Crypt at central 
London church St Martin-in-the-
Fields. 

He learned how to make latte 
using the coff ee machine and 
served soup and desserts during 
the busy lunch period. 

His supervisor at St Martin’s 
Allyson Hargreaves said: “Ben 
received really high praise for his 
very positive attitude, his strong 
work ethic and his willingness to 
ask questions. 

“He has arrived each day on 
time, looking very presentable 
with a smile on his face.”

n OUR YEAR 7 pupils took part 
in a special day aimed at getting 
students involved with sport. 

The Every Child’s a Sports Per-
son day saw our students try a 
range of sports, such as basketball, 
dodgeball, handball, futsal, zumba 
and ultimate frisbee.

The basketball coach will now 
run a club every Thursday in 
our sports hall, from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm.

 See Mr Clark to sign up and re-
serve your place.

n YEAR 8 boys, pictured below,  
fi nished a very impressive second 
in the Newham Indoor Athletics 
competition.

Pupils in the wartime trenches during their trip to Belgium

OUR Year 8 pupils got a taste of life 
in the trenches of World War I during 
a history fi eld trip to Belgium. 

They also visited the In Flanders 
Fields Museum, the Passchendaele 
Museum, and the Tyne Cot British 
Cemetery in Ypres last December. 

History teacher Mr Hussain said: 
“This was an important visit because 
it helped pupils understand the scale 
of sacrifi ce made by British and 
Commonwealth soldiers during the 
First World War to preserve British 
values.”

Taste of life 
in trenches
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ACTOR Sir Ian McKellen has urged 
pupils to tackle homophobic bullying. 

The star of the Lord of the Rings 
and X-Men spoken passionately about 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der (LGBT) rights to about 300 of our 
pupils during a visit in March.

The 76-year-old described his expe-
rience of “coming out” during a vis-
it organised by campaigning charity 
Stonewall. 

He also dropped in on a religious 
education lesson and chatted to the 
student council. 

He said: “I told them how impor-
tant it is that in this school no one is 
allowed to discriminate on the grounds 
of someone’s sexuality. 

“Outside here is something they 
can’t control but in here they say what 
is acceptable and what is not. 

Sir Ian takes to the 
Forest Gate stage

WISE WORDS: Sir Ian McKellen speaks to pupils about homophobic bullying

“Because it starts here, with young 
people. If they understand that these 
things are not right and, importantly, 
illegal, then it starts to change opin-
ion.”

Taye Trotman, from the student 
council, said: “It was a really good 

visit because he gave us some new 
ideas about helping to support LGBT 
people.” 

Head Boy Niaim Suhel said: “It was 
a very inspiring experience.”

Ethan Denyer, from the student 
council, said: “It was a life-changing 
experience and it was really inter-
esting to meet him. He changed our 
thoughts about tackling LGBT issues” 

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “It 
is a great privilege to have someone of 
Sir Ian’s stature visit the school. 

“As a Stonewall Champion school 
we are proud to promote tolerance, ac-
ceptance and diversity for all groups 
at this outstanding school.  

“We want children to be able to ex-
press their identity in positive ways 
and we support children from all 
backgrounds to achieve.”

It starts here, 
with young 

people. If they 
understand that 
these things are 

not right and, 
importantly, 

illegal, then it 
starts to change 

opinion
Sir Ian McKellen

”

“
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OUR pupils visited at St Saviour’s 
Church in March. Alena impressed 
playing the piano during the visit. 

A bit of fun 
with science

COMMUNITY-minded pupils, 
pictured below, have been handed 
a Jack Petchey award for helping 
out at Forest Gate Youth Centre.

Year 10s Catia Martins, Vanessa 
Martins, and Maria Chiedozie, and 
Year 7’s Sajmon Mrozowski were 
honoured at a ceremony in March.

ROYAL APPOINTMENT: Our chair of governors Jan Tallis met the 
Queen during Her Majesty’s visit to Lister School in March

Running men make the grade
SPEEDY Gabriel Weeden and Henry 
Houghton have been picked for the 
borough’s cross country team. 

The pair ran for Newham in the 
Essex Schools Championships in 
January. 

Gabriel fi nished 39th and Hen-
ry 52nd against the 100 best runners 
from neighbouring boroughs. 

Sports teacher Mr Clarke said: 
“They both performed really well.”

PUPILS took part in a series of fun 
educational activities to celebrate 
Science Week. 

Students painted faces using 
UV makeup and using 
magnetic nail polish for 
Beauty by the Geeks. 

In the chemistry 
kitchen pupils cooked 
up a storm of hon-
eycomb, sherbet and 
quick ice cream.

Meanwhile, pupils 
took on teachers in 
the Science Quiz of the 
Year in the Lower Breakout 
Space.

The Science Fair was also in town 
with lots of demonstrations and ex-
periments for pupils to get involved 

with. 
Headteacher Simon Elliott 
said: “It is vitally im-

portant that we engage 
pupils in the wonder 
of science. 

“These activi-
ties have been well 
attended and well 

received by the in-
quisitive minds of our 

wonderful students.”
British Science Week ends 

on March 20.

Helping the 
community

Hello 
Ma’am

Sweet music at 
Saviour’s visit
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Forest Gate Community School – Fly, Grow, Connect, Strive

A FORMER pupil and student mentor 
has won a place at Chancellor George 
Osborne’s old university to study 
medicine. 

Tanvirul Islam, 19, will swap Forest 
Gate for Magdalen College, Oxford, 
in September after acing his A-levels. 

The university, founded in 1458 
by William of Waynfl ete, Bishop of 
Winchester,  has produced a host of 
leading public fi gures, including play-
wright Oscar Wilde, poet laureate Sir 
John Betjeman and Private Eye’s Ian 
Hislop. 

Tanvirul, who took a gap year to tu-
tor pupils at FGCS, was so shocked 
to be off ered a place he phoned the 
college to double check he had been 
accepted. 

He said: “You hear all the time about 
schools and universities sending out 
acceptance letters by mistake. I was 
overwhelmed. I couldn’t believe it. I 

just had to check that it had not been 
some sort of mistake. They thought it 
was quite funny actually. They said I 
had been accepted. It still feels like a 
dream.”

Tanvirul credits his teachers with 
giving him the belief to apply. 

He said: “If I had gone to any oth-
er school in Newham I don’t think I 
would have got in to Oxford. 

“My time at Forest Gate Communi-
ty is the defi ning reason I have been 
accepted. At this school the teachers 
push you to fulfi l your potential.  Not 
just the bright pupils but everyone. 
When I came back here to tutor, the 

support of teachers gave me the confi -
dence to say, yeah, I can do this.”

On mixing with privileged students 
at Oxford, he said: “They may have 
gone to expensive schools, gone on 
expensive holidays and had better op-
portunities. But money can’t buy the 
love and support a family can give 
you. That’s what I have had. That, 
along with my teachers, is why I’m 
going to Oxford.”

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: 
“Tanvirul is not only an exceptional 
student but in his capacity as student 
mentor a huge inspiration to pupils. 

“We have now had two Forest Gate 
alumni win a place at an Oxbridge 
university in the space of six months. 

“As the top performing community 
school in Newham it is our expecta-
tion that a number of both current and 
former students will go on to the very 
top universities.”

Tanvirul Islam will study 
medicine at Magdalen 
College

If I had gone to any 
other school in 
Newham I don’t 

think I would have 
got in to Oxford

Tanvirul Islam ”
“

Oxford 
bound


