
A FORMER headteach-
er who swapped her posh  
private school for Forest Gate 
Community back in the 1990s 
for a BBC documentary has  
returned nearly 20 years later 
to find it has been completely 
transformed.

Gillian duCharme, from   
the prestigious independ-
ent school Benenden, in 
Kent, spent a week teach-
ing with us for the 1997  
documentary A Class Apart. 

During one memorable 
scene, a shaken Gillian was 
seen desperately struggling to 
get to grips with pupils in an 
English class.

As her pleas for calm 
fell on deaf ears, she 
turned to the camera and  
admitted she feared a riot might  
break out. 

But nearly 20 years lat-
er, Gillan has returned to the 
school - and found the pupils 
very different. 

She met headteacher  
Simon Elliott, who has taken 
the school from Ofsted-rated 

‘It was great to 
come back here’
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PUPILS and staff will share 
their stories for the BBC’s 
Listening Project. 

The booth will be outside 
the school for five days in 
July to record conversations 
and save them for posterity.

The project is a partnership  

between BBC Radio 4, BBC 
Local Radio and the British 
Library. 

It encourages participants to  
share important conversation 
with someone close to them.

Headteacher Simon  
Elliott said: “It’s so exciting 

that Forest Gate Community 
has been chosen to be a part 
of this historic project.  

“This is a great opportu-
nity for pupils to tell their  
story - something that will  
be available for future gener-
ations to revisit. 

“It will also offer the oppo-
runity to record a contempo-
rary snapshot  of the wonderful 
vibrant community of Forest  
Gate.”

The booth can be visited at 
the school between July 15 
and 20.

“requires improvement” to 
“outstanding” in three years. 

And she said that the school 
she remembered has been 
“completely transformed”. 

She added: “The thing that is  
striking is the type of children 
that are coming here hasn’t 
changed. It is still a wonder-
fully diverse and invigorating 
environment. 

“What has changed is the  
atmosphere of the school. 

“Simon has installed a  
culture of aspiration and  
ambition. The pupils are in-
credibly well behaved now, 
which is not something I ex-
perienced last time. 

“I am deeply impressed 
at what he has managed to 
achieve here. It comes from 
the headteacher and filters 
down to the staff and pupils.”

On being invited back, 
she added: “I was de-

lighted to come back to  
Forest Gate. I really have a 
soft spot for the area. After 
leaving I never forgot the im-
pact it had on me.”

Mr Elliott said: “The change 
at the school has been huge in 
the past five years. 

“I think maybe if Gil-
lian had come back before 
that she might not have 
noticed a big difference. 
We had pretty poor GCSE  
results and were rated “re-
quires improvement”.

“Now we are Outstanding 
and the results are among the 
best in Newham. We have big 
aspirations for our pupils. 

“We believe that back-
ground should not be a  
hindrance to success.

“I wanted Gillian to come 
along. Firstly, to see how 
things have changed, but also 
to get some advice. 

“We want to replicate prac-
tices that have made the top 
independent schools so suc-
cessful. Gillian has a wealth 
of experience in that area.”

School picked for historic BBC radio project



BRAINY Year 11 students have been  
accepted on to a prestigious STEM sum-
mer school at Imperial College London.

Abu Baker Chikhalia (physics), Tanya 
Tew-Gunner (chemistry), Kayrun Nahar 
Begum, Mohammed Sufian Amin and 
Wajid Yasir Hussain (biology) will take 
up their places on the one-week course in 
July.

The residential course aims to address 
challenges pupils face in the step up from 
GCSE to A level in the sciences.

Students will be supported by under-
graduate mentors for a series of practical 
investigation projects and science chal-
lenges.

They will live alongside undergradu-
ates for the week at the university’s Kens-
ington campus.

Tanya said: “This opportunity will 
help broaden my knowledge of chemis-
try which is going to be beneficial to my 
desire to study the subject at A-level and 
beyond.

“It will also be helpful in developing 
my social skills and will be great expe-
rience of what university life will be 
 like.”

The projects are all linked to  
real-life situations, providing pupils 
with hands-on experience of work-
ing in undergraduate labs and using  
techniques and equipment.

Sufian said: “I aspire to study and work 
within the field of medicine because, over 
the past 10 years, I have been eager to as-
sist those in need and make a meaningful 
contribution to society. 

“I believe attending such a prestigious 
university will help me towards this goal.”

Wajid added: “I believe this opportuni-
ty will help me to excel academically and 
help towards my dream of becoming a 
neurobiologist.”

The application process included a  
personal statement including reasons why 
the students love science and why they 
wanted to take part.

More Able co-ordinator Mr Datta, 
who provided references for the pupils,  
said: “The students’ success is a testa-
ment to their hard work, dedication and  
maturity.

“Acceptance on to this prestig-
ious programme will certainly aid 
them when they apply for the top  
colleges and universities.”

A summer of science

Stroke of luck 
for PE pupils
Year 9 students visited the  
Olympic swimming pool to watch 
the European Aquatics Champi-
onships in mid-May. The trip was 
a reward for hard work and their  
commitment in PE

Year 7 pupils joined thousands of 
youngsters from across the country at 
the WE day celebrations.

Speakers and performers included 
Rita Ora and Princess Beatrice of York 
at the event at Wembley stadium.After-
wards our WE fundraisers and our RE 
department organised a cinema club to 
raise money for charity week in March. 

News in Brief



Students enjoy a taste 
of Spanish hospitality
PUPILS visited the most famous foot-
ball stadium in the world, practised their 
Spanish and tucked into some local cui-
sine during a trip to Barcelona.

The school took 22 students on the trip 
in March.

Aside from the Camp Nou, they also 
visited a host of world-renowned sights 
including the grand church of Sagrada  
Familia and the gothic quarter Barrio 
Gothico.

Year 9 pupil Allyssa described the trip 
as one of the best of her life.

She added: “The best part of the trip 
was when we went on the cable car. We 
got a fantastic view across the whole city.

“It made me realise that this city is sim-
ply beautiful. The worst part of the trip 
was coming back to England, I was bro-
ken hearted.”

Pupils chatted with locals when they 

used public transport and when ordering 
at restaurants and out shopping.

Year 9 pupil Sofia enjoyed practising her  
Spanish.

She said: “We were treated very politely 
everywhere we went. Barcelona was full 
of great landscapes and the weather just 
made it even better.

Fellow Year 9 pupil Tatiana said she had 
enjoyed discovering a new culture.

She added: “Barcelona has a beautiful 
life style and scenery. We got to improve 
our Spanish by socialising with other peo-
ple.”

Sibora, also in Year 9, enjoyed visiting 
the football stadium and cathedral.

She added: “We were served many de-
licious local dishes in various Spanish 
restaurants. I was truly sad when I had to 
come back to London.”

Teacher Mr Benchoula, who accompa-

Year 10 pupil Mohammad Ali has been 
described as a “credit to the school” 
after competing in the Jack Petchey 
Speak Out Challenge.

The audience erupted into applause 
after he performed his piece The Ten 
Steps at the regional final held at Chob-
ham Academy in May.

Mohammad narrowly missed 

out on a place in the nation-
al finals, despite winning a huge  
ovation from the crowd.

Mr Collins said: “The level of compe-
tition at the event was of an exceptional 
standard this year. Mohammad spoke 
with style and confidence and acquitted 
himself admirably. 

“He is a credit to the school.”

‘Stylish’ speaker wins praise

Workshops 
for all ages
OUR Year 9 and 10 performing arts  
students worked up a sweat at The 
New Vic’s taster day in March.

They took part in three workshops 
covering music, drama and dance at 
the college’s state-of-the-art studios.

Meanwhile, our Year 8 pupils took 
part in a workshop run by Medical 
Mavericks.

Activities icluded using an iPhone 
to take pictures of their retinas, using 
a real needle to take blood from a fake 
arm and diagnosing conditions by us-
ing a patient simulator.

A spokesperson for Medical Mav-
ericks said: “It’s about inspiring kids, 
helping them see the opportunities 
they have in the life in front of them. 
By providing opportunity, we will cre-
ate a mass of scientists, science busk-
ers or just people that have a new ap-
preciation for science and STEM.

Our Year 10s also visited the Build-
ing Crafts College in Stratford, for a 
construction skills taster day.

They   spoke to lecturers, had a tour 
of the college and were able to get  
careers advice.

nied the pupils on the trip, said: “It was an 
action-packed four days, with pupils tak-
ing in the sights and sounds of the won-
derful city of Barcelona.

“Our pupils were very impressive prac-
tising their Spanish when using local 
transport, ordering and eating Spanish 
food and doing shopping and sightseeing.

The school is now planning a trip to 
Normandy in France.



OUR students went to the Houses of 
Parliament. 

Pupils found out about how laws are 
introduced at a visit to the People’s Par-
liament. Find out more by following So-
ciology on twitter @FGCS_Sociology

All about law

OUR pupil ambassadors spent a day at an 
anti-bullying training programme.

They learned how to identify bully-
ing, how to support victims and bullying 
awareness. The programme is part of the 
charity Diana Awards, inspired by the late 
Princess Diana.

Forest Gate’s anti-bullying am-
bassadors are Tanim Ahmed, Safee-
na Arshad, Jason Bango, Hummer-
ah Bhamji, Muhammad Bhutawala,  
Sulaimaan Chowdhury, Chelsea Contre-
ras, Fatou Diawara, Dylan Forbes, Beat-

riz Hossain, Aayushi Jagtia, Rieva Karim, 
Waleed Khan, Aqib Mahmood, Akeem 
Williams, Niamh Carr, Sundus Sher and 
Sabeela Shahid

It comes after a parent survey found that 
an overwhelming majority would recom-
mend the school to other parents and felt 
teachers dealt effectively with bullying.

The survey also found they felt their 
children were safe at the school and were 
pleased with the way it is led and run.

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “As 
we continue to strive for academic excel-

lence our focus remains on the welfare 
and personal development of our pupils. 
The ambassador programme is significant 
because it allows our pupils to play an ac-
tive role in the culture and atmosphere of 
the school.

“I feel this played a crucial role in the 
results of our parent survey. It is very 
pleasing to know that parents feel this is 
a happy and harmonious place for their 
children.

The full results of the parent survey can 
be found on the school’s website.

Beating the bullies

Superhero work ‘super’
GODWIN Primary School pupils learned 
how to make superhero film posters using 
Photoshop. 

Our Year 10s were on hand to help the 
young pupils get to grips with the Mac 
computers during the taster day in June.

Mr Bispham said: “Considering most 
of the pupils had never used a Mac, 
the work produced in the session was  
phenomenal. The Year 5 pupils were  
excited, engaged and eager to produce 
excellent work.”

Helping with homework
PARENTS and pupils are  
reminded that the school uses  
web based programme Show 
My Homework (SMHW), 
which is available 24 hours, 
seven days a week on  

the school’s website. 
SMHW allows students to 

students to stay organised and 
parents/ careers to help them 
prioritise  their workload. 

Parents and carers can ac-

cess SMHW via the school’s 
website by using the drop 
down menu in the student tab. 

You then click on the 
website link and then 
search by your child’s  

teacher in the relevant box. 
You will find it easy to keep 

a track of your child’s hme-
work requirements and be able 
to help them with those all-im-
portant homework deadlines.

Trip to Tower

YEAR 7s pose in the sentry box 
at the Tower of London during a 
history trip in July



OUR pupils joined primary school  
students from across Forest Gate for a  
series of music workshops. 

The FGCS choir and primaries Godwin, 

Sandringham Park and Essex school took 
part in Forest Voices, which was led by 
the Newham Music vocal leader Oscar 
Wood. 

Manan takes the honours at the table

Pupils in perfect harmony

We are very pleased to announce that 
Forest Gate Community has been 
awarded sponsor school status by the 
Department for Education. 

At FGCS, we have established 
ourselves as an Ofsted-rated Outstand-
ing school with among the best GCSE 
results in the borough. 

This is the reason we have been 
asked to share our expertise, lead-
ership skills and good practice with 
neighbouring schools to help drive up 
standards across the borough.

The school will become part of a 
family of local primary and secondar-
ies, with the expressed aim of improv-
ing educational opportunities for young 
people

After careful consideration by senior 
leaders and governors, we agreed to 
this step because we feel it would be 
beneficial, not just for the schools we 

will be supporting, but also for FGCS. 
We will now be able to offer devel-

opment opportunities to our staff that 
will help to retain our excellent teach-
ers and recruit others.

They will become better teachers as 
a consequence of sharing practice and 
experience with new colleagues. 

As parents and carers I understand 
that your concern is for the education 
of your child, so you can rest assured 
the values and practices that have been 
such a huge success at the school will 
be maintained and improved upon.

At FGCS will continue to set high 
standards, continue to push for high 
achievement from our pupils and con-
tinue to work with the community. 

The curriculum, culture and ethos 
of the school will remain in the hands 
of the senior leadership team that have 
brought huge success to the school in 

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENT

recent years. 
The Trust members will be drawn from 

from the local community.They will be 
tasked with representing the interest of 
this wonderfully diverse corner of  
London we call home. 

The success of this school is built 
on the bedrock of the support we have 
received from parents and carers and the 
wider community and we look forward 
to working with you in the future. 

Students collected 32 food items for St 
Saviour’s food bank. 

A total of £112.84 was also col-
lected at school for the British Heart  
Foundation

Food for thought

Manan Patel, in class 8G,  
overcame the age barrier to 

defeat Vishal Patel, of 11E in the 
finals of our charity Easter table 

tennis competition



OUR student leaders helped out 
at Woodgrange Primary School’s 
summer fete in June

PUPILS cooked a stir fry from scratch as part of a Ready, Steady, Cook 
style competition

FOREST Gate pupils were given 
the chance to vote in a mock EU 
election ahead of the UK ballot

Brexit choice

Summer fun

Taking the lead

Students face the music

Culinary skills

PUPILS at the Royal Albert Hall for a performance by the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra

OUR pupils are being taught leadership 
skills through a series of school initia-
tives. 

Here, one hall monitor is on duty  
helping other pupils get to class on time. 



PUPILS learned about goat  
farming and cheese making 
during a trip to Normandy. They 
also took a tour of a submarine 
at Cité de la Mer during the visit 
to France in June

Just kidding

OUR pupils pose with EastEnders stars Ricky Norwood and Rudolph Walker after winning the drama project RWiSDA award for best 
script

Students’ script earns praise in Walford
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PUPILS sold cupcakes, threw sponges 
at teachers and held bingo nights to raise 
cash for the British Heart Foundation 
(BHF).  

Our students spent a year taking part in 
fundraising events and ended up donating 
£2,470. 

BHF fundraising manager Sophie  
Tibbitts  visited the school in June to 
thank pupils for their hard work. 

She said: “Our partnership with For-
est Gate Community School has been a  

huge success.
“The students and staff have worked 

hard to raise funds for our vital research 
and kept fit and active along the way. We 
have been very grateful for their support.”

Pupil Maryamu Saifu, 12, from East 
Ham, helped to raise funds by collecting 
cash on non-uniform day. 

She said: “It gives you a really good 
feeling when you know that the work you 
have put in will help somebody. 

“At the school we have assemblies each 

week that ask you to think about other 
people other than yourself. 

The school also collected over 80 bags 
of old clothes, books and toys for the 
charity’s Bag it Beat it campaign.

Assistant headteacher Sarah Ross said: 
“We chose the BHF as members of our 
community have been affected by heart 
disease. 

“The students really enjoy the activities 
and are very generous and keen to help 
others.”

Hearty response to 
charity fundraising

AUTUMN  TERM

School term: Monday 5 September to 
Friday 21 October 2016
Staff Training: Thursday 1 September to 
Friday 2 September 2016 - school closed to 
students
Half term: Monday 24 October to Friday 28 
October 2016
School term: Monday 31 October to Friday 
16 December 2016
Christmas break: Monday 19 December 
2016 to Monday 2 January 2017

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SPRING 2017

School term: Tuesday 3 January to Friday 
10 February 2017
Half term: Monday 13 February to Friday 17 
February 2017
School term: Monday 20 February to Friday 
31 March 2017
Spring break: Monday 3 April to Monday 17 
April 2017
Good Friday and Easter Monday are dur-
ing the spring break.

SUMMER 2017

School term: Tuesday 18 April to Friday 26 
May 2017
May Day: Monday 1 May 2017 - school 
closed
Half term: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 
2017
School term: Monday 5 June to Friday 21 
July 2017
Eid-Ul-Fitr: Tuesday 27 June 2017 - school 
closed
Summer break: Monday 24 July 2017

TWITTER: @Fcgsinfo      FACEBOOK: @ForestGateCommunity      INSTAGRAM: @FgcsInsta


