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IT IS OFFICIAL – Forest Gate Community 
School is the BEST PERFORMING second-
ary school in Newham. 

Stats compiled by Newham Council con-
firm the school scored 1.0 on the new Progress 
8 measures – the equivalent of one extra grade 
per pupil above expected progress. 

Progress 8, introduced this year, measures 
progress from the start of secondary school to 
the end of GCSEs and is the new government 
benchmark for school attainment. 

This places FGCS at the top of the GCSE 
performance charts – well ahead of their near-
est rivals. On top of that, a remarkable 75 per 
cent of pupils got five or more GCSEs – in-
cluding maths and English – at grades A*-C 
in their exams, another record-breaking year 
for pupil exam performance at the school. 

Headteacher Simon Elliott said the results 
will put the school in the top 1 percent of all 

schools in the country. He said: “To be the top 
performing school in Newham is an absolutely 
remarkable achievement. 

“When I took over five years ago, the 
school was close to the bottom of that table

“Our results last year were incredible. This 
year is something else altogether. 

“Not only have we maintained our very 
high standards, we have yet again improved 
on them. 

“Our Progress 8 measures are particularly 
pleasing because we can now tell parents that 

The best performing 
school in Newham

Chair of governors Jan Tallis said: 
“It is great that Forest Gate Commu-
nity School is now the best-perform-
ing secondary school in the whole of 
Newham. 

“I am really pleased to have been 
involved in creating a culture of suc-
cess around this caring, vibrant and 
ambitious school community. 

“I know the teachers at FGCS are 
outstanding in their commitment to 
the children and Ofsted have con-
firmed this. I look forward to many 
more years of success.”

Culture of success

High standards: Simon Elliott is delighted with the school’s academic progress
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These are truly 
life-changing 
results for the 
young people 
at this school
‘ ‘

our students achieve on average a grade higher 
than they would do in other schools. 

“That will put us comfortably in the best 
schools in the country for progress made and 
will put us right in the top 1 percent. 

“These are truly life-changing results for 
the young people who attend this school. 
It also cements our place as an Ofsted-rated 
“Outstanding” school. 

“None of this could have been achieved 
without the dedication of our wonderful teach-
ers and support staff, the support of our par-
ents and the wider community and, of course, 
our hard-working pupils.”
n The school will be holding a fund-raising
evening for Macmillan Cancer Support on
October 3.
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The next level: Eliza Uddin will study biology, chemistry and product design

A PUPIL who could not speak English when 
she arrived at the school just two years ago 
has aced her GCSEs. 

Eliza Uddin, 16, started at the school in 
2014, just months after moving from Bang-
ladesh. 

Although bright, she was initially pre-
dicted grades of Ds and Es because of the 
language barrier. 

But the plucky teen beat the odds by 
scoring a remarkable three A*s, seven As 
and two Bs in her exams. 

She said: “Considering I didn’t speak 
English very well when I came here, I 
wouldn’t have been that disappointed to get 
the grades I was predicted. 

“They basically started me from scratch 
and built me up from there. They put a lot 
of effort into me, helping me with how to 
answer questions and structure.” 

Eliza will now study A Levels in biol-
ogy, chemistry and product design and has 
set her sights on doing medicine at univer-

Quick 
learner
beats 
odds

STUDENT Momitha 
Choudhury (right) 
scored a remarkable 10 
A*s in her GCSEs. 

The brainy student 
was the best performing 
student at the school 

She said: “I was very pleased with my 
results. I can’t wait to share my success 
with my family.”

sity and becoming a doctor.  She said: “What 
I have done has even shocked me. The door 
has now been opened up for me to fulfil my 
lifetime ambition of becoming a doctor. 

“That could only have happened at this 
school.”

Her performance has been hailed by 
headteacher Simon Elliott as a feat of the 
near impossible. 

He said: “I cannot speak highly enough 

of Eliza. What she has done many would 
have considered almost impossible. 

“To arrive here just two years ago not re-
ally being able to speak the language and to 
go on to be among the top performing pupils 
in the school surpasses almost everything I 
have seen in my time as a teacher. 

“She deserves enormous credit. The sky 
is the limit for this young lady. She has 
proved that for her nothing is impossible.” 

Perfect 10 
for Momitha Headteacher’s view: Simon 

Elliott is uplifted by resultsI am delighted at the outstanding success 
of our students this summer.  It was re-
ally uplifting to see so many happy faces 

on results day.  I am obviously 
very pleased that we are now 
comfortably the best performing 
school in Newham. We are in the 
top 1 percent of schools nationally 
for our progress.

Our success is down to the 
effort of our caring and commit-
ted staff, dedicated students and 
the support of parents.  Of course, we now 

We are up for the challenge

have a difficult job on our hands, 
and that is to improve further 
this year so that every child fulfils 
their potential.  The leadership 
of the school, recognised by 
Ofsted as outstanding, are up 
for the challenge and I hope that 
together we can make it work for 

the benefit of our students.
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A STRAIGHT A student has revealed her  tips 
for getting top marks at GCSE. 

Rizwana Badshah, 16, got all As in her ex-
ams, including a remarkable 7 A*s. 

The teen is the sister of former FGCS pupil 
Irfan Badshah, who hit the headlines in 2014 
after winning a scholarship to the prestigious 
Winchester College. 

Seventh heaven: Rizwana Badshah

Persevere, work hard and 
you will reap the rewards 

Results worth 
the sacrifices

AN ECSTATIC pupil 
will study SIX A Lev-
els after scoring top 
marks in her GCSEs. 

Nadia Hamani, 16, 
was overjoyed after 
getting five As, four 
Bs and one C. 

She will now study 
A Levels in history, philosophy, English, 
French, sociology  and Anglo-European 
history at Chelmsford College. 

Nadia said: “Everyone at this school 
is so supportive. Teachers go out of their 
way to help you. I had loads of one-to-one 
sessions with teachers to ensure my marks 
were good in all subjects.”

She added: “I was so pleased after 
I opened my results. My friend said I 
screamed, but I don’t remember.  I can 
now take all the A Levels I want to take.”

A TEEN has thanked 
a “special teacher” for 
helping her score top 
marks in her GCSEs. 

Noreen Fatima 
Sher, 16, achieved
three A*s, three As 
and two Bs in her 
exams. 

She said the support of further maths 
lead Mr Datta was crucial to her success. 

She added: “All the teachers here are 
great, really helpful. But Mr Datta is the one 
who really made the difference to me.”

A PUPIL who aced his exams has thanked 
teachers at the school for helping him to score 
top marks. 

Daniel Eliston, 16, of Upton Park, will study 
chemistry, maths, physics and computer science 
at Havering College after acing his GCSEs. 

He said: “I would not have got these results at 
another school, that’s a fact. There is something 
special about the way the teachers can motivate 
you and get the best out of you.” 

I did so well 
because the 
school really 
pushed me‘ ‘

Rizwana said sacrificing your social life 
was the secret to success. 

She said: “It was hard. You have to com-
pletely sacrifice your social life for at least a 
few months to constantly revise. 

“But it is all worth it when the results come 
and you have done really well. 

“I think I did so well because the school 
really pushed me. They knew I was capable of 
this, so they made sure I came in early and left 
late. I’m so grateful to them for that.”

Everyone was 
so supportive

Teacher’s help 
was essential

Motivation was 
special factor

Being a student at Forest Gate 
Community School enabled me to 
thrive and grow as Mr Elliott and 

all the staff ensure that the school is to a 
high standard in all aspects. The support 
of teachers throughout the years has been 
very beneficial as they were willing to 
give up their time to ensure that students 
like myself and others could achieve the 
grades that we wanted. I am grateful to 
Mr Hughes, Mr Foughali and all my other 
teachers who have helped me through the 
years and to Mr Datta for giving me the 
opportunity to study Further Maths.

Additionally, my parents have always 
been there for me and always believed in 

Student’s view: Momitha 
Choudhury on studying

me, which fuelled my motivation to work 
hard. 

Also, if you want to do well, you need 
to be willing to put in your own effort and 
time and not solely rely on your teach-
ers. This does not mean that you have to 
sacrifice your social life, but rather you 
have to find a balance so that you are not 
overwhelmed by the pressure exams may 
bring. Ultimately, you need to have self-
belief and always persevere as you reap 
what you sow.
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Working with TfL to 
boost pedal power

YEAR 10 students attended an enrichment day 
introducing them to further education Maths and 
Further Maths. 

Speakers in-
cluded Ben Sparks 
from The Further 
Mathematics Sup-
port Programme 
(FMSP) who 
wowed students 
with  mathematical 
magic effects. 

Pupils who 
attended were 
Muhtasim Choudhury, Hemil Shah, Gavin Choy, 
Rayyan Chagani, Adnan Nekiwala, Jay Patel, 
Tahmid Rahman, Tanhim Ahmed, Safeena Ar-
shad, Ruby Prasher and Zarvesha Rasool. 

Mr Datta said: “Our pupils really enjoyed the 
speakers. The tricks really blew their minds and 
they want to do an assembly where they show 
the tricks to the rest of their year group.”

THE school is working with TfL to encourage 
students to walk or cycle to school. 

Pupils were rewarded with new bikes and 
helmets after completing a cycling proficiency 
test. 

Working with TfL, staff have been encour-
aging pupils to walk and cycle into school. 

A group of female students completed lev-

els one and two road safety cycling awards.  
TfL provided the bikes to help continue a new-
found passion for cycling. 

Meanwhile, students who rode in every day 
during Bike to School Week were rewarded 
with the opportunity to cycle at the Olympic 
Park velodrome. 
n Our Year 8 pupils got a taste of military his-

tory when visiting a secret nuclear bunker. The 
history department took 10 pupils as part of 
the Jack Petchey award scheme to Kelvedon 
Hatch in Essex in July.
n Pupils spent a fun-filled weekend at an
adventure centre. Activities included assault
courses, archery, canoeing and caving during
the two-day trip to Kingswood in July.

THE school has set up a partnership with 
a high-performing Gloucestershire school. 

Students from Wyedean School vis-
ited Forest Gate in June with plans for 

our students to visit Sedbury this term. 
Wyedean headteacher Robert Ford 

said: “Our students found it fascinat-
ing.”

Bike know-how: A group of 
female pupils completed 
levels one and two of the 
road safety awards

Working together: Pupils study during Wyedean School’s visit to Forest Gate

Visit proves fascinating

Maths event 
is just magic




