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Forest Gate Community School
Fly, Grow, Connect, Strive

THE school was featured in The Guardian 
newspaper after being ranked among the top 20 
in the country.

As well as being the 14th best in England 
and Wales for GCSE results, we are the sixth 
best in London and number one in the borough.

The stats come from the government’s new 
benchmark Progress 8 league tables, published 
in January.

They measure the progress pupils make 
from the start of secondary school until GCSE 
results.

Forest Gate Community scored 0.81 
progress – almost a grade higher than the 
national average, which is zero.

In last summer’s GCSE results, 75 per cent 
of pupils at the school achieved five A-C 
grades, including English and Maths.

There are seven selective schools ranked 
above Forest Gate Community School in the 
table, which means we are the eighth-best open 
admissions school in the country.

chances. They will leave this school believing 
they can do remarkable things. For that, myself 
and my team are extremely proud.”

Chair of governors Jan Tallis said: “This is a 
time to feel proud and to reflect on our success 
but it is also right to look forward to the next 
challenge.

“It speaks to the determination, ambition 
and aspiration of this school that despite a 

Proud head as school 
climbs progress table

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “This is an 
extremely proud day in the history of Forest 
Gate Community School. When I took over 
there were many that described this school as 
failing. No one is saying that now.

“The remarkable strides forward this school 
has made is thanks in large to the community 
we serve.

“This is an area of London that faces 
challenges but they share with this school a 
deeply-held belief that there are no barriers to 
success.

“It is about belief; we inculcate our young 
people with the belief they can succeed. Yes, 
you need fantastic teachers, which we have, 
but you achieve nothing without belief and 
hard work.

“The results and accolades that accompany 
them are the icing on the cake. The real prize 
is the difference we are making to the lives 
of young people in this small corner of East 
London.

“Young people that come to Forest Gate 
Community leave this school with an education 
that will give them the best possible life 

TRIBUTE: Head teacher Simon Elliott thanked the community for its contribution

remarkable transformation the senior team are 
still hungry for further success.

“As governors, it is our job to make sure that 
we stand shoulder to shoulder with Mr Elliott 
and his team to ensure that we continue to take 
greater strides forward.

“The next step for this school is to break into 
the top 10 in the country. After that we want to 
be the best in the country.”

BRAINY maths students have made it through to the final of a nationwide maths challenge.
A record-breaking seven pupils from Forest Gate Community will take their place with the 

best maths minds in the country at the UK Maths Challenge.
Mr Aminul Islam said: “Amongst all the competitors, only the top 500 go through to the 

next round. 
“In most schools with similar intake to FGCS, hardly any go through to the next round yet 

from our school, seven have gone through. It is a new record for us.”

Magnificent seven’s challenge
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THE Trust that runs Forest Gate Community 
have announced plans to open a new school.

The Community Schools Trust say the 
proposed school will help address the lack of 
places in the borough.

A site has been earmarked for the new 
school, provisionally called Forest Way 
Community School, though it is yet to be 
confirmed.

Plans will be submitted to the Department of 
Education in March and if successful the new 
school will open in September 2019.

According to a report by London Councils 
last year, there will be a predicted shortfall of 
up to 6,246 school places across primary and 
secondary schools in Newham by 2021/22.

The application is being backed by MP 
Lyn Brown and Forest Gate councillor Seyi 
Akiwowo, as well local primary schools and 
religious and business leaders.

Forest Gate Community School was ranked 
the 14th best in the country by the DoE, is 
rated Outstanding by Ofsted and has the best 
GCSE results in Newham.

CEO of Community Schools Trust Simon 
Elliott says the need for school places is now 
urgent.

He said: “It is likely that up to 200 primary 
school parents will be disappointed this 
September because the popularity of the school 
means we will be unable to offer their child a 
place.

“The proposed new school will address an 
urgent need for high quality school places in 
the borough.

“It will share the expertise and strategies that 
have made Forest Gate Community the best 
school in Newham and among the best in the 
country. Among our many achievements, I am 
most proud that disadvantaged pupils at Forest 

THE school was quizzed by the BBC about 
our exam revision timetable that will see Year 
11 pupils come in after school and during 
holidays.

The school’s tough stance was questioned by 
the broadcaster, who suggested it 
may be putting too much pressure 
on pupils.

Our headteacher Simon Elliott 
pointed to a 27 percent hike in 
GCSE results in the last five years 
as proof the extra revision is 
having a positive impact.

Year 11 student Rayaan Chagani told the 
BBC in January: “It is hard. I can’t say it isn’t 
hard but it does help us.

“I have seen an improvement, for example 
in science I have bumped up two grades from a 

Gate Community School do better than  
non-disadvantaged pupils at other schools.

“We have been able to deliver life-changing 
opportunities for young people who often come 
from challenging backgrounds. This school 
will help us to support even more families in 
our wonderfully diverse community.”

Chair of Community Schools Trust, Jan 
Tallis said: “This proposed new school 
will deliver the high-quality school places 
desperately needed in Newham.

“The Community Schools Trust was set up 
with the ethos, expertise and experience of the 
team that has seen Forest Gate Community 
School recognised as one of the best in the 

Proposed school will  
help tackle shortfall

Facing a crisis: Places at Forest Gate are already in great demand from families

country. With more and more families choosing 
to live and raise their children in Forest Gate, 
it is forecast we will be facing a school places 
crisis within the next five years.

“The local authority will need the equivalent 
of fourteen extra form classes at Year 7 over 
the next five years. We aim to meet that need.

“Our proposed new, non-selective, non-
denominational, community school will not 
only go a very long way to addressing that 
shortage but will also offer the life changing 
opportunities our current pupils enjoy.”

To register interest in the school visit  
www.forestwaycs.co.uk or email info@
forestwaycs.co.uk

C to an A, so it is helping.” Mr Elliott said: “If 
you go to an independent school they expect 
children to do an extended curriculum in the 
evenings and on a Saturday and we are offering 
that for free to parents who might not be able 

to pay for it.”
Asked about a pupil comment 

on the school website about the 
rigorous revision timetable,  
Mr Elliott said: “I understand 
that when you are a young child 
you may not fully understand the 
importance of education.

“You do need guidance in your life and I do 
think young people need guidance and support 
if they are going to get an end result which is 
good exam grades.

He added: “So my answer to that would 

Head defends tough stance over revision

be sorry but you are going to have to do it 
anyway.”

To see the full story, Google YouTube 
Forest Gate Community School on the BBC 
News.
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Fast progress 
earns acclaim

Impressive: Forest Gate pupils show off the school’s Evening Standard award

YEAR 9 performed self-penned music with 
instruments they had made themselves in 
Conductive Music class.

Working with professional musicians, the 
pupils made the instruments using everyday 
objects, circuit building and soldering.

The workshops also helped with 
employability in creative professions and stem 
subjects, including programming and sound 
design.

Head of Music, Ms Noble said: “Students 
really enjoyed the workshops and having  
such inspiring professional musicians working 
with us.”

Clever pupils
make notes

THE school has won the outstanding 
achievement in challenging circumstance 
award at the Evening Standard School Awards.

Education Secretary Justine Greening 
celebrated with our pupils and teachers at the 
ceremony held in central London in February.

Judges were impressed by our Ofsted 
Outstanding rating, the exceptional progress 
made with pupil premium 
students and being in the 
top 20 nationally for GCSE 
results.

The school were given 
a £1,000 by The Jack 
Petchey Foundation, which 
sponsored the awards, to mark the success. 

The judges report states: “The school 
was the only secondary in the capital to go 
from an Ofsted “requires improvement” to 
“outstanding” in the last academic year. 

“Inspectors said the school had been 
‘transformed’ by head Simon Elliott’s 
‘exemplary’ leadership. 

“Crucially, at a school where two-thirds of 
pupils are pupil premium, disadvantaged pupils 
made “exceptionally” good progress.

Ms Greening said the awards, running 

since 1999, gave the chance to recognise the 
“amazing work” that goes on every day in 
schools around London

She added: “As somebody who came 
through the state education system myself, the 
teachers at Forest Gate Community School are 
some of the sorts of teachers who helped to 
absolutely transform my life. 

 “What unlocks all of that 
potential that you have, and that 
any of us have, is the school that 
we get and the fantastic teachers 
who help us be this person we are 
inside, that might need a bit of 
nurturing and discovering.”

Speaking to the Evening Standard, Head 
Simon Elliott said: “We feel very privileged to 
have been given this award.

“We have very high expectations for both 
our pupils and our staff and our success is 
down to raising the bar.”

Mike Sheridan, Ofsted Regional Director 
for London, added: “We know London schools 
do very well compared with those in the rest 
of the country, so the winners of these awards 
have been picked out from a group of schools 
with high standards.”

Looking up: Pupils visited the Royal 
Greenwich Observatory for a workshop 
on exoplanets.

Noteworthy: Hand-made instruments

OUR students made the semi-final of the 
U16 Newham Table Tennis Championships 
in January. The team won a series of 
matches before being knocked out of the 
competition by eventual winners Langdon 
School. PE teacher Ms France said: “It was 

excellent to see the students play such  
high-quality games of table tennis and also 
show exemplary levels of sportsmanship 
towards their competitors and the officials. 

“I have no doubt that next year we will 
make the final of this competition.”

Table-tennis effort so close
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MAYOR Sir Robin Wales was guest of honour 
at a ceremony to celebrate the school being 
handed a prestigious award.

Newham Council leader Sir Robin led the 
congratulations as the school was awarded 
Challenge status by the National Association 
for Able Children in Education in December.

We are among just 250 secondary schools 
nationwide to have been bestowed the honour 
after impressing assessors with our provision 
for high achievers.

Inspectors looked at the quality of the 
school’s work by observing lessons and 
interviewing the pupils, teachers, parents and 
governors.

Sir Robin said: “The plaudits coming thick 

School hits top marks 
for our high achievers

and fast for Forest Gate Community School are 
thoroughly deserved.

“This award is yet another example of the 
tremendous work been done at the school by 
the headteacher and his committed staff.”

NACE Chief executive Hilary Lowe said: 
“Forest Gate Community School has worked 
hard to win the NACE Challenge Award status.

“It has shown itself to be committed 
to developing a school and providing an 
education where all pupils are challenged to be 

the best they can be.” More Able Co-ordinator 
Jon Datta said: “This is a quality stamp that 
tells parents that if you have a bright child  
they will be pushed and challenged at this 
school. 

“Schools are often judged on their pass rates 
but if you look at our high achievers, most of 
them are getting the very top grades. 

“We expect at least 40 per cent of pupils to 
get 3 As or A* this year which is comparable 
with independent and grammar schools. It is a 
quite remarkable achievement.

NACE is a charity that exists to support 
teachers in providing for pupils with high 
abilities, whilst enabling all pupils to  
flourish.

Council has 
breakfast on 
the agenda
Our Student Council met with our 
canteen head chef in February to make 
suggestions and get tips for Breakfast 
Club. They will hold a meeting every 
Wednesday lunchtime in the canteen.

Proud: Head teacher Simon 
Elliott receives the NACE 
accolade
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OUR former maths teacher and more able 
coordinator Jon Datta was named teacher 
of the year by the Mayor’s Fund Awards.

Mr Datta (below), who was teaching at 
the school when he was handed the award, 
was recognised for inspiring youngsters at 
the school. 

He was nominated by a colleague at 
the school, which was recently praised by 
outgoing Ofsted head Sir Michael Wilshaw 
for creating a culture of aspiration among 
pupils. 

Testimonials from pupils moved the 
panel, which included Evening Standard 
deputy managing editor 
Will Gore, to tears. 

Pupils described the 
28-year-old as someone
who always goes the
extra mile and is more
like a friend.

He was handed 
the award at the third 
annual Mayor’s Fund 
for London Awards, 
held at City Hall in 
December.  

Mr Datta said: “It is 
a great privilege to have been nominated 
and to win was obviously a huge honour.  

“Truthfully, it could have been any 
number of different teachers at this school. 
It just happened to be my name that was 
put down. Awards are great but what is 
happening at this school is really special. 

“Our students come from challenging 
backgrounds yet our results with the 
brightest pupils are on par with grammar 
and independent schools. 

“To be part of a school that gives pupils 
those kinds of opportunities is the real 
prize.”

Mr Datta left the school at the end of last 
year to take up a promotion post at a school 
in Tottenham.

High praise 
for teacher 
of the year

OUR year 
10 Sports 
Leaders are 
now delivering 
weekly training 
sessions 
after passing 
the Walking 
Basketball 
Activators 
course.

Leaders 
walking 
tall now

Kaashif earns
place at Eton

BRIGHT year 11 Kaashif Kamaly will follow in the footsteps 
of Princes William and Harry after winning a prestigious 
place at Eton.

The 15-year-old will swap Forest Gate for the hallowed 
halls of the world-famous public school after winning a  
two-year £76,000 scholarship.

He will rub shoulders with the elite when he takes his 
place at the Windsor School to study Maths, Chemistry, 
English Literature, Biology and History next September.

Kaashif credits support from teachers at Forest Gate 
Community School for helping him win a place at Eton.

Kaashif said: “Eton is a fantastic school, probably the 
best in the country, but what the teachers have helped me 

achieve at Forest Gate Community School is even bigger. 
 “It is much harder to help someone make something 

of themselves coming from this background than it will 
be at top independent schools. The journey we have to 
take is much harder and longer. 

“That doesn’t make me feel intimidated. Instead 
it has built a fire inside me. It just means I have to 
worker harder, work longer.  

Kaashif is the second pupil from Forest Gate 
Community School to have won a scholarship to 
Eton after former pupil Ishak Ayiris earned a 
place at the prestigious school in 2014.

Kaashif added: “When I saw Ishak do it I 
thought for the first time in my life, I could 
do something like that. I feel like that was the 
moment something changed in a lot of pupils at 
this school. All of sudden we started to believe 
that the things that we thought were out of our 
reach were not.”

Headteacher Simon Elliott said: “Something 
has happened at this school that, even as 
headteacher, is difficult to quantify. We have 
students now who, despite coming from one of 
the poorest areas in the country, have the same 

belief as pupils at top independent schools – that 
nothing is out of their reach.

“This is the kind of success we believe should 
and could be replicated at other schools with a 
similar profile to ours. Background should be no 

barrier to belief and ultimately success. We have 
proved that.”



HEADTEACHER Simon Elliott spoke to Sky 
New and LBC in March about bucking the 
trend to become an Outstanding school in a 
disadvantaged area.

Following a report by Teach First, which 
revealed poorer pupils are half as likely to be 
served by a top school, Mr Elliott spoke to the 
broadcasters.

He told 
LBC: “We 
serve an area 
that is quite 
deprived area. 
There is a significant 
amount of social 
housing. Having a 
really successful 
school in the midst of that can only be 
a good thing.

“The kind of success we have could and 
should be replicated in other areas of the 
country and that is something that local 
authorities could look at.” 

When asked about a ballot system for 
allocating school places, Mr Elliott told Sky 
News: “A ballot is a great idea in principle  
but the trade-off is that a family could be 
living next door to a school and they can’t 
access it.”
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HEADTEACHER Simon Elliott revealed some 
of the secrets to our immense success in an 
interview with the Financial Times.

He told the newspaper that 
creating a culture of high aspiration 
and pushing students to achieve 
had helped transform the school.

He told the newspaper in 
December: “My children start here 
significantly below the national 
average and they leave 
significantly above it, so 
something is going on in this 
school.

“The children of the families we get here 

bring a lot of aspiration. We set the bar high and 
then we hold [the pupils] to account for it.” 

Year 11 student Kaashif Kamaly 
said: “We’ve had students come 
here without English and pull off 
superb results the following year. 
Obviously, something’s going 
tremendously right.”

For the full interview, google 
Financial Times and Forest Gate 
Community School. To read the 
full article on the Financial Times 
website, follow the link:  

www.ft.com/content/3dc16752-c08a-11e6-
9bca-2b93a6856354

Secrets behind 
success story

HEAD of Food Technology Nick Shapland 
gave his top tips for a healthy lifestyle to 
Channel 5 News this term.

Mr Shapland’s advice included cooking real 
food from scratch, use brown or wholemeal 
bread, include salad in sandwiches and drink 
plenty of water.

To watch the full interview visit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8h4kYDshz9c

PUPILS Humayrah Patel and Saima 
Rahman’s conversation about their faith for 
the Listening Project has been broadcast on 
BBC Radio 4.

The five-minute chat was aired on the 
radio in February, having been recorded at 
the school in July last year.

Saima, 13, said in July: “It was important 
to do this because there are some people 
who think Muslims are all terrorist when 
actually Islam is about peace and love.”

To listen to the full conversation please 
follow the link http://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b08c33j3

Young duo 
on the air 
about faith

Food head’s advice for viewers

Head believes 
other areas can 
buck the trend

Radio chat: 
Humayrah 
and Saima 
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THE boss of a leading education charity has 
praised the school for helping to provide “life 
changing” opportunities for students. 

Simon Coyle, co-founder of the Brilliant 
Club, which runs university-style courses to 
school students, says we are among the top 
performing in its programme. 

The school’s autumn 2016 programme saw 
over half of students achieved a first class 
mark in their assignment, among the best in the 
country.

He predicts the work put in by teachers and 
tutors will lead to a sharp increase in pupils 
attending top universities. 

Mr Coyle said: “A recent evaluation of The 
Brilliant Club carried out by UCAS showed 
that the programme is having a statistically 
significant impact on pupils’ chances of 
progressing to a highly-selective university. 

“The excellent quality of work from Forest 
Gate pupils, as well as the amazing support 
from their teachers, shows that they too can 
realistically aspire to secure a place at one of 
the top universities.”

Mr Elliott said: “The Brilliant Club has made 
a very positive impact on the expectations of 
pupils at this school.

“The programme has helped the school 
create a culture of high aspiration and 
expectation among pupils.

“We have had two former pupils leave the 
school and go on to Oxbridge in the last two 
years, both of which were graduates from the 
Brilliant Club.”

Charity chief’s praise 
for top opportunities

Professor and obstetrician Susan Bewley spoke to pupils about fertility, IVF and the UK’s ageing population in February.

Fertility  
insight 

Positive impact: The Brilliant Club’s Simon Coyle (left) visited the school recently
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OUR year 7 boys (above) and girls took 
part in their first athletics meet at the 
Newham Borough Championships.

OLYMPIC Taekwondo silver medallist and 
Team GB star Lutalo Muhammad paid a 
special visit to the school in February.

The athlete spoke about his journey, 
bagging a bronze medal at 
London 2012, a gold medal 
at the European Taekwondo 
championships and narrowly 
missing out on gold at the Rio 
Olympics last year.

Robert Clark, Head of PE said: “It is an 
absolute pleasure to welcome Lutalo into our 
School, he was raised in East London and is 

Lutalo proves
an inspiration

a great role model for our students. Lutalo 
has really inspired our students today and has 
shown them that hard work and dedication will 
bring success.”

While, fellow PE teacher, Ms 
France added: “Today has been 
inspirational, I am confident that 
this will motivate our students 
to get involved in taekwondo 

and other sports.”
Lutalo also showed off a few of his tricks 

and passed his silver medal round to the 
children at the assembly.

Motivation: Olympian Lutalo Muhammad was given a warm welcome at Forest Gate

THE school has been invited to play at the 
International Youth Arts Festival in the 
summer.

Our submission featured a live narration of a 
TS Elliott poem married with the music of Kurt 
Weill, performed with a single violin by pupil 
Malachi Castro.

Pupils will be joined by RADA and the 
Central School of Speech and Drama at the 
festival held at the Rose Theatre, Kingston, 
southwest London, over two weeks in July.

Head of Drama Mr Victory said: “This is a 
very prestigious festival and attracts performers 
from all over the globe. 

“Many professional small scale companies 
and acting schools such as RADA, Central 
School of Speech and Drama take part.”

In brief...

Festival date for
our performers

YEAR 7 students were handed their Brilliant 
Club Scholarship Programme award at a 
graduation ceremony held at a top London 
university.

Students also got to look around the campus, 
take part in study skills and academic taster 
sessions at SOAS, University of London, in 
February.

Tuneful quartet become 
the Human Jukeboxes 

STUDENTS created emojis and looked at 
personal information shared in a selfie for Safer 
Internet Day in February.

YEAR 7 pupils Izach, Nuria, Kayssa and 
Tiarna charged 20p to perform songs 
from the Human Jukeboxes to raise 
money for charity.

Their singing won praise from fellow 
student Hamaza. He said: “I thought 
that it was a creative idea which 
encouraged people to donate money to 
charity. 

“The whole school crowded around the 
singers because they sounded amazing as 
they were structured like a real choir. 

“I think the effort and time that 

you put into making this charity event 
happen really paid off in the end. 

“It was functional and fun as well as 
meaningful.”

H PUPILS were given a rousing ovation 
from an impressed audience after 
fantastic performances at the Winter 
Concert.

Spectators also enjoyed delicious 
cakes and drinks while they watched 
students from all year groups perform in 
December.

University tasters 
are simply Brilliant

Selfie safety first




