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FOREST Gate Community School is set 
to switch to a four-and-a-half-day week – 
following the lead of a New Zealand financial 
services company.

From next September, students can leave just 
after midday every Friday afternoon, though 
the school will remain open for supervised 
study until 5pm.

Teachers will be given training to manage 
the shorter timetable ahead of the introduction 
of the new policy at the start of the next 
academic year.

It comes after Perpetual Guardian, a New 
Zealand firm, announced a 20 percent rise 
in productivity and noticed staff were much 
happier after moving to a four-day week.

Forest Gate Executive Headteacher Simon 
Elliott told the Evening Standard in February: 

Change will result in a 
more productive school

shorter timetable will not impact our capacity 
to continue to achieve among the very best 
results in the country. On 
the contrary, we believe 
happier, less-stressed 
staff who feel valued 
will help create the type 
of learning environment 
to improve productivity.” 

Mr Elliott (right) 
says the move will also 
help ease the burden on 
increasingly 
overworked 
staff and 
improve 
the quality of 
teaching.

New shorter week to 
begin in September

Easter 2019 

Forest Gate  
Community School
Fly, Grow, Connect, Strive

What our teachers and students think...

“When you are a top-performing school you 
must always look at ways in which you can 
improve. We have been looking into this long 
before the successful trials in New Zealand and 
we are now convinced it will lead to a happier, 
more productive school.

“This is something we are undertaking in 
the knowledge that we have recruited the 
committed, talented and passionate teachers 
who will help us make this a success.

“It is about placing confidence in your staff 
and your management’s capacity to employ the 
right type of personalities.

“We are confident that the introduction of a 

History teacher Mr Grant said: 
“i think this a great motivation 
for staff.  As someone new to 
the profession, it is great to 
work somewhere you feel really 
valued.

“i know this is something 
that has worked well in other 
countries and has been 
proven to actually increase 
productivity.”

yeAr 10 Aamina Chuniya said: 
“this is really great for years 
10 and 11 because it will give 
us extra time to study for our 
GCses. 

“i also think the teachers will 
have more time to plan better 
quality lessons so the time we 
spend in the classroom is more 
effective.”

HeAd of year 10, Mr Leather 
said: “this is an excellent way 
to show hard-working teachers 
how much they are valued. it is 
a great way to increase morale.

“this will mean we can spend 
more time with our families 
but also planning lessons, so 
the quality of teaching is even 
higher. it will be of benefit to 
staff and students.” 

yeAr 8 student Charlotte 
Morton said: “For younger 
students it will give us more 
time to spend at home with our 
families. 

“We will also be able to feel 
better rested when we come 
back to school, so we are more 
able to work hard in class.”
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iNsPiriNG students iqra islam and rayyan 
rahman have been handed Jack Petchey 
Awards for their contribution to the school 
community. 

iqra was nominated for the prize after 
volunteering at a number of school events, 
including open evening and Parents’ 
evening. 

rayyan has excelled in his BteC sports 
mock exams and has shown leadership 
skills while helping at several primary 
school events.

iqra said: “it was actually quite strange 
because before this term i told my mum my 
ambition was to win a Jack Petchey Award. 

“it’s really amazing that i was able to do it 
very quickly. she was very proud of me, and 
i am proud of myself.” 

Along with the prize, the pair have won 
£250 which both say they plan to use for a 
celebratory meal with fellow students.

iqra added: “i wanted to share the award 
with my fellow students because they have 
also helped out around the school.”

student Council Lead Mr Clark said: “iqra 
is the heartbeat of the student Council. she 
is always willing to volunteer and is the first 
to put her name down when opportunities 
come up. Both students lead by example 
and are positive role models for other 
students.”

Careers week 
gives students 
a taste of work

Horse power: Careers week also meant 
working at the stables for some

Well done: Iqra and Rayyan show off their certificates as outstanding achievers

Proud duo display their Jack Petchey awards

YEAR 10 students got an insight into the  
world of work after taking part in careers  
week. 

Pupils spent the week working with top firms 
including those from the telecoms, construction 
and finance industries, during January. 

Companies participating in the project, run 
by firm 15 Billion, included Jerram Falkus and 
British Telecom. 

As well as shadowing employees at their 
respective companies, pupils also had to write 
CVs and take part in mock interviews. 

Year 10 student Egzon Topojani spent 
his week working with Mr Clark in the PE 
Department. 

Egzon said: “I want to be a PE teacher so 
what better place to learn than in the best 
school in Newham, which also just happens to 
be my school. 

“Seeing the classroom from the other side 
was a really interesting experience because 

I got to understand what it is like to be a 
teacher.”

Fellow Year 10 Abdus-Samad Ibn-Jamal 
worked for construction firm Jerram Falkus. 

He said: “The most interesting part was that 
I got the chance to work across all the different 
departments. 

“This helped me to understand all the steps it 
takes to get a building built. It was interesting 
seeing it from the inside. 

“I definitely feel more ready for work now 
I have had the chance to experience it first-
hand.”

Careers and Aspirations Advisor Farjana 
Aktar said: “Students have returned to the 
school with really interesting stories about their 
week at work. 

“They have been hugely enthusiastic about 
what they have learned. Getting a real-life 
insight into the world of work will be hugely 
beneficial for their life after education.”
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Entrepreneur Lateefa 
is up to the challenge

On the run: Year 9 students Eleanor, Ruby and Esme were selected to represent 
Newham at the Mini London Marathon. 

IT seems the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree 
for one Forest Gate Community student, who 
showed her entrepreneurial side when set a 
business challenge.

Year 8 Lateefa Muza led the Fine and 
Exquisite group of students who were the top 
earners in the school in the Tenner Challenge.

The project saw students challenged to 
start their own companies – learning all about 
business planning, taking risks and making a 
profit in the process – starting with just £10.

Lateefa’s group sold a variety of products to 
their classmates using knowledge of branding 
and recycling to make a profit of £145.

Lateefa says she was inspired by her father, 
who is a successful businessman and has taught 
her the tricks of the entrepreneurial trade.

She said: “I am very proud because my dad 
runs his own business. I want him to be proud 
of me by following in his footsteps.

“We marketed each day differently, so 
on Mondays we would sell craft items like 
bracelets and candles, which we would 
customise for each student. We sold crisps and 
snacks on Wednesday and homemade food on 
Fridays. It was really exciting and great to be 
the top earners in the school.” 

Fellow student Mohammad Rahman’s team 
made a profit of £70 after spotting a gap in the 
market. 

He explained: “The school holds regular 
snack attacks where we have our sweets 
and crisps and soft drinks taken away and 
exchanged for healthy snacks.

“We noticed therefore that lots of students 
wanted these products and so we were able to 
buy in bulk and sell at high prices.”

Assistant Headteacher Mr Hussain admitted: 
“While we encourage students to lead a healthy 
lifestyle by not drinking soft drinks and eating 
sweets and crisps, we were so impressed by 
our students’ entrepreneurial spirit and ability 
to spot a gap in the market, that we decided to 
give them a pass.”

First choice: Our Head of School Mrs 
Whelan recommends Becoming by 
Michelle Obama for a summer term 
read. There are copies in the library for 
students to borrow.
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  ANOTHER successful term has come to an 
end at Forest Gate Community School, and 

what a term it has been. With the support of 
our outstanding teachers, Year 11s continue to 
prepare for their GCSEs, during a busy school 
calendar.

Year 10 students got a flavour of the world 
of work during our careers week, experiencing 
working life at some of the country’s top firms 
across the capital.

In East Ham, our students heard from 
a holocaust survivor, whose message of 
compassion and hope is a heartfelt reminder 
to speak out against prejudice wherever it is 
encountered.

Back here within the school, our students 
continue to excel in sport, with our Year 9 
girls’ rugby team once again victorious in the 
borough championships.

Staff and students alike celebrated their 
love and passion for reading on World Book 
Day, dressing up as their favourite literary 

The dedication 
of our students 
deserves praise

characters. From Harry Potter to the Cat in the 
Hat, everyone looked fantastic. The cherry on 
the cake was a talk from a former finalist of the 
Young Poet of the Year competition.

Finally, Iqra deserves a special mention 
for her outstanding contribution to the school 
community – Mr Clark sung her praises as she 
collected a Jack Petchey Award.

It’s that dedication and motivation that 
makes Forest Gate Community such a 
successful, welcoming and harmonious place 
to work and study.

I wish you a happy Easter holiday, and look 
forward to seeing students and staff again  
in two weeks.

Everyone has the chance  
to thrive at Forest Gate

FOREST GATE cOmmuniTy SchOOl: cOmmEnT

‘

‘

‘
‘Every school 
should be  
like this one’

  HoLLy left her primary school 
with a diagnosis of having special 

education needs. she was shy, she had no 
confidence.

she would never want to sit in a class 
with other children because she felt that 
she was not smart enough. As a parent it 
would break my heart to see her so sad 
and alone.

All through primary school she was 
not interested in education, she never 
wanted to be at school and did not really 
understand its purpose. she got no 
support from the school or teachers.

Within three months of being at Forest 
Gate Community school, they had taken 
her out of the special needs class. they 
said to me that they could see nothing 
wrong with Holly in terms of her capacity 
to learn.

she is now in year 11 and the change in 
her has been nothing short of a miracle. 
she now loves every day at school. i do not 
have to get her up in the morning. At 6am 
she is dressed and ready to go. she can’t 
wait to get there.

over the last five years, i cannot count 
the amount of times she has come to me 
and talked about how great her teachers 
are, how much they have supported and 
helped her. When she gets home, straight 
away, she does her homework. she tells 
me she does not to waste a single minute 
of her education.

if you read the ofsted report of Forest 
Gate Community school it will tell you 
it’s an outstanding school. if you see the 
results you will see it has among the best 
results in the country. 

What those pieces of paper do not show 
is the impact that it is having on the lives 
of children. What a difference it makes to 
us, the families.

it does not show the hard work that the 
teachers put in every single day. 

it does not show how a young girl can 
go from being considered to have special 
education needs to wanting to become a 
doctor. 

it does not explain the pride of a mother 
whose daughter was lost and is now 
flourishing. 

every school in the country should  
be like this one.

Mum Brandon 
Mutakwezi (right) 
has described her 
daughter Holly’s 
transformation since 
arriving at Forest Gate 
Community School a 
“miracle”...

‘

‘

‘
  FOREST GATE has continued to strive 

for excellence in every aspect of our 
students’ education this term.

A major announcement recently was our 
four-and-a-half-day week, starting from 
September.

This shorter timetable will lead to 
happier, less-stressed staff and students, 
who, consequently, will be more productive 
during study hours. And, remember, we will 
still offer a great learning and play space for 
children who wish to remain on site. 

Our results speak for themselves, and we 
are confident that this year will again be a 
record-breaking year for the school.

Our achievements are being recognised 
far and wide, with the school recently being 
shortlisted for a BETT award for our ground-
breaking Dynamic Progress Reporting 
(DPR), which makes sure all students stay on 
top of their learning.

On top of this achievement, parents are 
continuing to praise Forest Gate for our 
supportive learning environment. I was 
incredibly pleased to read the comment 
(right) from a mother who transferred her 
daughter here – it is a testament to our 

dedicated staff that all pupils, no matter their 
background, achieve here.

This is evident in so many ways, with 
one of many notable achievements from our 
students this term being Hassan Siddique’s 
essay examining the impact of malaria being 
published in an academic journal.

Next term is an incredibly important one 
for our students.

Our Year 11 students 
will be entering their final 
preparation for their GCSE 
exams.

We look forward to 
welcoming them back, 
refreshed and ready to 
face the challenges 
ahead, supported 
by our outstanding 
staff.

Have a safe and 
restful Easter 
break.

Executive headteacher Simon Elliott 
says praise from parents is a testament 
to our dedicated staff...

Head of school Mrs 
Whelan says students have 
displayed the values and 
characteristics this term 
that make Forest Gate an 
Outstanding school...
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THE school narrowly missed out on a 
prestigious BETT award after being nominated 
for its ground-breaking teaching, learning and 
assessment portal Dynamic Progress Reporting 
(DPR).

DPR was shortlisted in the IMPACT 
category for the contribution the online 
resource has made to Forest Gate exam results.

The online resource tracks student progress 
in real time to make sure they are staying up-
to-date with their class and home work.

Parents can make sure 
their child is not falling 
behind by logging on to 
the portal to check they 
have completed key 
pieces of work. 

Last year, DPR 
was nominated in the 
‘Innovators of the Year’ 
and ‘Leadership and 
Management Solutions’ 
category at the BETT 
awards, which recognise 
excellence in school ICT.

Creator Shofiquez 
Zaman (above), who is 
the deputy CEO of the 

Community Schools Trust, said: “We want to 
empower the parents and carers to work with 
the school to ensure their children are making 
exceptional progress and DPR makes it so easy 
for them to do this. 

“We have noticed a very clear correlation, 
the more a parent discusses learning with 

their children by logging into DPR, the more 
progress their children make.” 

DPR is also used at Newham’s The 
Cumberland School, Plaistow, and Eastlea 
Community School, Canning Town, as well as 
others throughout the UK.

Forest Gate Community School’s Executive 
Headteacher Simon Elliott says DPR is the 
secret behind the school being ranked among 
the best in the country three years in a row.

Pride of place: The event programme 
shows Forest Gate on the shortlist

YEAR 9 sporting all-rounder Ruby 
Debenham (above) has been named 
the athlete of the half-term. 

Her accomplishments this term 
include captaining the rugby team to 
victory in the Newham Championships 
and being picked to run for Newham in 
the London Mini Marathon.

She is also part of the football, 
badminton, basketball and hockey 
clubs and came second in the wall ball 
competition.  

She said: “I love sport and being 
part of a team. We get so many 
opportunities to take part at this 
school. It is an honour to get this 
award.”

Student Kelyan makes the most of 
his time queuing in the canteen to 
catch up on his French reading.Keen to learn: Year 9 students arrived early in school to work independently on 

maths problems.

Award marks 
Ruby’s super
sports record

School narrowly 
misses reward  
for key portal
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TALENTED Year 8 student Hassan Siddique 
has had his work published in The Brilliant 
Club’s prestigious academic journal, The 
Scholar.

His university-style essay on how to combat 
malaria was judged suitable for publication 
after being reviewed by an expert panel of PhD 
researchers.

His writing looked at the impact of a malaria 
outbreak in a village in a Third World country 
and suggested ways in which the World Health 
Organisation might support locals. 

Hassan said: “This is a very exciting moment 
for me because this is the first time I have had 
any of my work published. For my work to be 
judged good enough for The Scholar is a big 
honour.

“The Brilliant Club really helps you to take 
your learning to the next level. Working with 
PhD students on the sort of stuff you learn 
at university really prepares you for the next 
step.”

The Scholar showcases excellent work 
produced by pupils on The Brilliant Club’s 
Scholars Programme and Uni Pathways.

Jordanna Knight, editor of The Scholar, 
said: “We want to congratulate Hassan and 
Forest Gate Community for this achievement 
– competition for inclusion in The Scholar is 
fierce.

“All articles were reviewed by our panel of 
PhD tutors before being selected. The article is 
an impressive discussion of a very important 
subject.” 

Head of School Mrs Whelan said: “Hassan 
is a great example of the students we have 
at Forest Gate. He worked very hard on this 
article, completing independent research.

“He works very hard in lessons and 
contributes to the school community by 
completing student duty in the canteen. 

“He is a polite and articulate young man 
who has a bright future ahead of him. We are 
immensely proud of him.”

Hassan joy as 
malaria essay
is published

Proud: Hassan displays the edition of 
The Scholar containing his essay

An Qi dreams of 
musical career

Murder mission: Year 9 students took part in a 19th century 
artefacts workshop as part of their study of Jack the Ripper 
during a visit to the Museum of Docklands.

BUDDING musician An Qi 
Chen hopes her clarinet 
playing will one day take 
her all the way to the Royal 
Albert Hall.

The Year 7 student is a 
grade 1 musician, having 
picked up the instrument 
when she was at Maryland 
Primary School aged 9.

She is hoping to add to her 
experience of playing live at 
primary school assemblies 
by joining the orchestra at 
Forest Gate Community. 

She said: “It is very young 
for me to pick a career path 
but I love playing the clarinet 
and I love how it feels playing 
music.

“Playing at the Royal Albert 
Hall is the pinnacle for any 
musician so that is obviously 
a dream of mine. 

“I have played in 
assemblies at primary school 

and would like to play more 
to get some experience. I will 
have to see where it takes 
me.”
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STAFF and students dressed up as their 
favourite literary characters to celebrate World 
Book Day. 

There were also lots of fun activities around 
school which focused on this year’s theme of 
villains. 

Our library hosted the Great Book Swap 
where students were encouraged to trade their 
old books. 

Year 9 student Eleanor Hind, who dressed 

up as the Grinch, said: “It is always great to get 
the chance to dress up in something that isn’t 
school uniform. 

“It also helps to get more students involved 
with books because it makes it fun and 
creative.”

Students also listened to an inspirational 
talk from a former finalist of Young Poet of the 
Year, Jolade Olusanya. 

Jolade said: “World Book Day is all about 

Pupils turn into some
villainous characters

All dressed up: Guest 
speaker Jolade Olusanya 
meets some of the students

getting young people to tell their stories, 
whatever they might be. 

“I wanted them to understand that we have 
access to this magical world of fantasy by 
opening a book of poetry or fiction. 

“I was really impressed with how engaged 
and passionate these young people were about 
books.”

Jolade asked students to write a poem about 
their favourite literary villain. 

Holocaust survivor’s plea

History lesson: Year 8 students 
explored replica trenches during a 
trip to the Passchendaele Museum in 
Ypres, Belgium.

stUdeNts learned about the horrors 
of Nazi Germany from a survivor of the 
concentration camps to mark Holocaust 
Memorial day. 

Harry olmer (right) told pupils to stand up 
and speak out against racism, prejudice and 
hate during a service held at east Ham town 
Hall in January.  

the Polish-born 91-year-old was 12 when 
the second World War started. He survived 
the horrors of five labour and concentration 
camps during the Nazis’ reign of persecution.

He said: “it is vital that children and young 
people have an understanding of what can 
happen if we do not stand up to racism, 
prejudice or hate against those that are 
different by race or religion.”

year 10 student Annieka Archibald said: 
“it was incredibly inspiring to hear from such 
a brave man, who was so open about what 
had happened to him. 

“even though he has been through a 
really, really terrible experience he still 

remained very positive and was able to share 
the experience with students.” 

Fellow year 10 Waheeda tabassum added: 
“We are very lucky in a sense to hear from 
this person because we will most likely be 
the last generation who will be able to hear 
these stories first-hand. 

“this makes a huge difference because 
it makes such a bigger impact if you learn 
it directly from someone rather than in the 
classroom.”
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OUR Year 9 girls’ rugby team will take on 
the capital’s finest after winning the borough 
championships for the second year in a row.

Victory against Eastlea Community School 
in the decider meant they booked their place 
in the London Youth Games finals later in the 
year.

They finished in the top five last year but are 
determined to improve and have their sights set 
on becoming London’s top team.

Captain Ruby Debenham said: “We have 
proven once again that we are the team to beat 
in Newham but now we have to do it against 
tougher opposition.

“We have certainly made good progress as 
a team since last year but we know the next 
challenge is going to be very tough.”

Fellow teammate Eleanor Hind added:  
“We have a great team spirit and we are 
determined to do well in the next round of 
matches.” 

Rugby coach Mr Adamson said: “I couldn’t 
be prouder of our girls qualifying for the 
London Youth Games again, against older 
opposition this time, which was fully deserved 
due to the hard work and commitment made in 
training.

“This team has so much potential and we 
have only begun to scratch the surface. 

“They have progressed so much in the last 
12 months, and I’m excited to see how far this 
team can go over the next two years.”

He added: “With great talent and leadership 
both on and off the field, the sky’s the limit.”

Rugby champs
set sights on 
capital crown

Jubilant: Captain Ruby Debenham (left) 
with team-mate Esme Jones

Young sports leaders 
help at primary event
BteC sport students have been 
described as “fantastic leaders” 
after helping to run a mini 
olympics at a local primary 
school.

As part of their course,  
pupils officiated, kept scores 
and supported year 5 students 
at Goodwin Primary in 
February.

year 10 student damien 

rogers said: “it really is a great 
feeling when you feel like you 
have made a contribution and 
helped someone, particularly 
younger children.”

year 10 esme Jones added: 
“it was fantastic to get some 
practical experience working 
with younger children. it 
has really helped with my 
leadership skills.”

Warm up: The 
youngsters do 
some stretching

Students and staff took part in a Snack Attack in March when they were 
encouraged to swap unhealthy snacks for fruit and water.

Student Barbara Hossein practising the 
drums as part of the music carousel.


