
AS THE calendar year nears its
end we can reflect on a truly ex-
ceptional year at Forest Gate
Community School. 
Looking back, there have been

many highlights but what stands
out are the wonderful achieve-
ments of our pupils.  
We are proud to have helped

three of our pupils win places at
the top sixth form colleges in the
country, including Eton, Prime
Minister David Cameron’s old
school.

Crucial subjects
Our GCSE results continue to
rise and our students did excep-
tionally well in the crucial sub-
jects of English (74% A*-C) and
Maths (77% A*-C).
There have been other wonder-

ful achievements too numerous to
mention but at this time of year
our thoughts often turn to those
less fortunate than us. It cannot
have escaped your attention that
there is a crisis currently rav-
aging parts of West Africa. 
Communities, and in fact entire

countries, are being ripped apart
by Ebola, which is killing people
at an almost inconceivable rate.

Pupils’ achievements
have been wonderful!

Christmas
message:
Head teacher
Simon Elliott

A GRADUATE from one of the
top universities in the world has
returned to her old school in a bid
to inspire the next generation of
inner city schoolchildren.
Amina Yonis is taking time out

from studying for her PHD in bi-
ology at University College Lon-
don to tutor youngsters at Forest
Gate Community School. 
The 23-year-old, who gradu-

ated from King’s College London
two years ago, teaches at the Bril-
liant Club, a programme set up by
the school to help bright young-
sters to get into top universities. 
Amina, from Forest Gate,

hopes the programme will inspire
pupils follow in her footsteps. 

She said: “I’m so pleased that
the school have asked me to come
back and teach. If it wasn’t for
some of the wonderful teachers
we had here then I would not
have gone on to achieve the aca-
demic success that I have had. 
“The school is much more as-

pirational for the pupils than it
was when I was here. They really
give pupils the belief they can go
on to do really special things. 
“My being here helps with that,

I think, because they see someone
like them who has gone and done
it. If I can do it, so can they. 
“I know that it is the school’s

aim to get a lot more pupils get
into top universities. Since I have

been working here, I have noticed
there are a lot of bright pupils, so
there is no reason why they can’t
do it. Most don’t know about these
top red brick universities when they
first start out. It is about preparing
them for what these places are look-
ing for. It is about inspiring them to
believe in themselves.”
Head teacher Simon Elliott said:

“Having Amina here has made a
huge difference to Brilliant Club. It
is one thing telling pupils that they
can go to these top universities but
actually having someone here who
has done it makes a big difference. 
“We started this club because it

is vitally important that state
school children, particularly those

This year, some parents will face
a heart-breaking Christmas with-
out their children, and there will
be many children without their
mums and dads. 
That is why we are throwing

our full weight behind a marvel-
lous campaign started by our

pupils. We are truly proud of their
efforts in raising awareness about
the horrific situation facing peo-
ple this Christmas in West Africa. 
We will be holding several

fundraising events leading up to
the end of term, which is fantastic
and will do a lot of good. But it is

not just about money. This is a time
of year when we realise the impor-
tance of those closest to us, and
when we fully appreciate what it
must be like to be without them.

Have a great Christmas,
Mr Elliott.

Inspiring the next generation

Graduate: Amina Yonis 
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in the inner city, are given the
same opportunities that those in
the private sector get.”



THE school has received special
praise for its innovative approach
to relationships education. 
Deputy Head for Safeguarding

Charlotte Whelan was invited to
present to Newham Council about
the work that goes on in class, as-
semblies and “Thought of the
Week” to tackle issues such as fe-
male genital mutilation (FGM),
gangs and domestic violence. 
The presentation comes after

survivor-turned-campaigner Ali-
matu Dimonekene praised the
school efforts in stamping out
FGM. 
She told the Evening Standard:

“The safeguarding practices we
ask schools to put in place are al-
ready in place at Forest Gate and
they also even have their own ad-
ditional practices.
“It is very pleasing to see that

the teachers and, in particular, the
senior staff have taken this issue
so seriously. I am very impressed
and encouraged as a campaigner
and also as a parent.”
Ms Whelan, deputy head of

Forest Gate, said: “We took a
view very early on that we were
not going to be frightened to
tackle FGM.
“Other schools have tended to

shy away out of a fear of offend-
ing some cultures or communi-
ties. But FGM is illegal in this
country, not to mention hugely
damaging both physically and
psychologically for young girls.
“The Government deserves

praise for setting down very clear
guidelines in May. All we have
done is quickly put this practice
rigorously in place.” 

STAFF at the school were
briefed about how to spot
children in danger of being
radicalised by extremist
groups. 

Safeguarding lead Char-
lotte Whelan discussed
techniques used by extrem-
ists to recruit youngsters
which include radicalisation
on the internet.

Staff have been advised
to report any incidents
using the school’s child pro-
tection procedures. 

Ms Whelan said: “Tech-
niques that extremists use
are incredibly persuasive
and are akin to the groom-
ing techniques that pae-
dophiles use. 

“The importance of ‘Safe
Internet Use’ remains a high
priority for all staff in the
school to monitor.  

“Forest Gate Community
School prides itself on its
diversity and tolerance. 

“All staff are committed to
keeping children safe and
therefore are kept up to date
on possible threats to our
young people.”

If parents are worried
their child is being targeted
by extremist groups, they
should contact Newham so-
cial care for support and
guidance.

Praise for focus
on relationships

Briefed on
spotting
danger of
extremism

Praise: Survivor-turned-campaigner Alimatu Dimonekene 

PUPILS went full throttle to raise
awareness for Road Safety Week
this year. 
Students from years seven,

eight, nine and 10 were elected as
Youth Travel Ambassadors and
gave a special presentation during
an assembly in November. 
The school also piloted a num-

ber of road safety schemes in
partnership with Newham police
to raise awareness and keep
pupils safe. 
In Year 7, Harvey, Dayjarn and

Ethan were elected; Year 8s were:
Umar Ahmed, Mu’aaz and Jack;
Year 9s: Vidhee, Sulaimaan and
Sayeed; and Year 10s: Michael.O,
Urvashi and Syed Rahat.
For more information, please

see our Twitter and Facebook
pages. 

Driving home safety message

Playful pastiche: Pupils imitate the Beatles’ Abbey Road album cover as they cross the road 



Raising online profile
Write stuff: Classmates
recommended books to
each other as part of the
literacy campaign

Home Economics teacher
Nick Shapland shares one of
his favourite festive recipes 

With the festive season
nearly upon us, now is a
good time to think about
some treats to enjoy over the
holidays. One of my
favourite things to eat at this
time of year is mince pies,
and once you have made
your own, you will never buy
one from a shop again. While
I would suggest you make
your own pastry and mince-
meat for the best results, you
can use shop-bought and the
results are still impressive.

Ingredients:
Simple shortcrust pastry:
makes 12 individual pies
200g plain flour, plus extra
for dusting
100g butter at room tem-
perature

Pinch salt
2-3 tablespoons cold water
Milk for glazing
Filling
1 x 400g jar of best quality
mincemeat – or make your
own

Equipment:
Rolling pin
12-hole shallow bun tin or
muffin tin
Pastry brush
Pre-heat your oven to
180C or gas mark 4

Method:
Rub the butter into the

flour, pinching the fat into
the flour between the tips of
your fingers for three to four
minutes until the mix resem-
bles breadcrumbs. Try to
work as quickly as possible
to stop the butter melting.
Add two tablespoons of the
water and use your fingers to

IN THE last few months we have
put a special effort into raising
the school’s profile online. 

Our Facebook and Twitter
pages are packed full of all the
wonderful things going on in the
school, with information on spe-
cial dates and times, as well as

Pupils nominate
favourite novels
pictures and video of our pupils’
achievements. Last term we ran a
special literacy campaign #share-

abook. Pupils were asked to rec-
ommended their favourite novel
to classmates. This term pupils
started a campaign to raise aware-
ness among young people about
the Ebola crisis in West Africa
called #KidsFightEbola. 

If you want to know what’s

going on at the school, or to catch
up on what we have been doing
this term check out our social
media pages: Twitter: @fgcsinfo;
Instagram: @fgcsinsta; Face-
book: ForestGateCommuni-
tySchool. Or, download our
FGCS app, available on iTunes.

Pie fan: Home Economics
teacher Nick Shapland

Festive delights

bring the crumbs together to
make a ball, adding a further
tablespoon of water if
needed. Take the ball and roll
it out until it is quite thin,
about the thickness of a 50p
coin. Grease the bun tin with
a little oil or butter to stop the
pies from sticking.

Use a 7cm round pastry
cutter to cut out the 12 pastry
circles and line the bun tin
with these. Fill each indenta-
tion with one heaped tea-
spoon of filling; be careful

not to overfill or they will
burst.

Now, take the remaining
pastry and re-roll it so you
have a new pastry sheet to
work with. Cut out 12 lids.
Take your pastry brush and
‘paint’ the milk around the
edge with your pastry
brush. Carefully take the
lids and lay them over your
filled bases. Gently press
the edges together to make
a seal.

Use a sharp knife to make
a small cross in the middle
of the pies to let the steam
escape, and place the bun
tin in the preheated oven for
20 minutes until they are
golden. Remove from the
oven and put them on a
cooling rack for 10 minutes,
then enjoy on their own or
with cream.

These will keep in an air-
tight tin for up to a week.
Just pop them into a hot
oven for five minutes to
freshen them up.

Happy baking and merry
Christmas!



A CANDIDATE for Newham young
mayor represented the school on a
day to mark those killed in WWI. 

Tanweerur Siddique, 15, from
Forest Gate, joined headteacher
Simon Elliott at the Cenotaph in
East Ham on Remembrance Day last
month. 

Mayor Sir Robin Wales attended
the service alongside MP for East
Ham Stephen Timms and other dig-
nitaries.

On a cold but bright morning, the
atmosphere was solemn and respect-
ful as drummers from the Air Train-
ing Corps led ex-servicemen and
women, members of the East Ham
Royal British Legion. 

Other schools also attended. 
The parade made its way towards

the Cenotaph where the two-minute

silence at 11am was impeccably ob-
served by all. 

Headteacher Simon Elliott said:
“It is very important that our pupils
understand the incredible sacrifice
made by those who have fought not
just in the First World War but in all
conflicts. 

“Tanweerur, as he did in the
young mayoral elections, was an im-
peccable example to all students at
the school.”

Tanweerur had pledged funds to
help youngsters from the borough
win places at top universities, but
failed to secure enough votes at the
young mayoral elections in October. 

He said: “It was an incredible ho-
nour to accompany Mr Elliott to this
service. All who died in conflict
should be remembered.”

STUDENTS have been elected as
Youth Travel Ambassadors (YTA)
for the school. 

They gave road safety aware-
ness talks during assemblies and
to local drivers. Parents and
pupils are being urged to submit
ideas or suggestions to improve
the safety of roads surrounding
the school. 

These can be shared with the

YTA team. They will be working
on projects throughout the year to
make a positive difference to the
community and school.
l PUPILS from years seven and
eight got the chance to study the
science behind Ebola on a trip to
the University of London.

Students from the Brilliant club
met a PHD tutor and attended

five tutorials at the School of Ori-
ental and African Studies in Oc-
tober. 

They were also given a tour of
the university and taster classes
on languages such as Korean,
Arabic and Japanese.

Head of Humanities Ekhlasur
Rahman said: “The pupils were
extremely well behaved and a
credit to the school.”

Email: info@forestgate.newham.sch.uk l Tel: 020 8519 8702 l Twitter: Fgcsinfo
l Facebook: ForestGateCommunitySchool l Instagram: Fgcsinsta

Candidate’s visit
to honour fallen

Travel ambassadors elected

Representative: Tanweerur 
Siddique at the Cenotaph 

Spreading the word: Pupils elected as Youth Travel Ambassadors gave talks during assemblies

IN BRIEF
Active Newham
SPECIALIST sports coaches
will be on hand to offer
after-school clubs as part of
the Active Newham 
programme.
The Every Child a Sports

Person gives Year seven
pupils the chance to try out
different sports.

Jumping for joy
TEAM GB long jump star JJ
Jegede will hold a special
training session with pupils
at the school.
JJ, who is sponsored by

Sky Sports, finished fourth
in the European Champi-
onships and will visit the
school on December 10.

Festive run
PARENTS and pupils are
being invited to join the 5km
Festive Walk at Queen Eliza-
beth Olympic Park.
Runners, walkers and jog-

gers are encouraged to wear
festive outfits at the charity
event on Sunday December
14. For more information,
see Mr Clark.

Charity support
YEAR NINE pupil Vidhee 
Jagatia was given a special
award by shopping centre
Westfield for raising the
most money in a charity
cycle event.
Vidhee cycled 25km for

SEWAUK, which helps fami-
lies in crisis abroad, in 
September, raising £761.
The youngster has been

supporting the charity for
three years and has raised a
total of £2,327.70.

Attendance
If your child is unwell please
call each and every day that
they are absent. The tele-
phone number is 020 8534
8666, extension: 1.
This procedure applies at

all times, unless the school
is provided with a medical
letter for a period of longer
than one day due to hospi-
talisation.

Appointments
Unless your child’s appoint-
ment is before 10.30am, stu-
dents should come to
school for registration then
be collected by an adult to
enable them to leave school,
attend the appointment and
return afterwards.
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