
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

What's assessed
Section A: Reading
•one literature fiction text
Section B: Writing
•descriptive or narrative writing

Assessed
•written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•80 marks
•50% of GCSE

Questions
Reading (40 marks) (25%)– one single text
•1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
•2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)
•1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)
•1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 
marks for technical accuracy)

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives

What's assessed
Section A: Reading
•one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
•writing to present a viewpoint

Assessed
•written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•80 marks
•50% of GCSE

Questions
Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts
•1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
•2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)
•1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)
•1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 
marks for technical accuracy)



English Language Paper 1

Question, skills, marks How much do I write? 
Suggested acronyms

Timings 

Reading and Annotations N/A 15 mins
Question 1
Information retrieval
4 marks

List 4 statements 5 mins

Question 2
Language analysis
8 marks

3 TQEs 10 mins

Question 3
Structure analysis
8 marks

3 FQEs 10 mins

Question 4
Evaluation
20 marks

3-4 PETALs 20 mins

Question 5
Writing to describe
40 marks
(24 marks for content and 
organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)

Approx. 2 pages
APROMISE +
SMOCQEST

10 mins planning
35 mins writing



English Language Paper 2

Question, skills, marks How much do I write? 
Suggested acronyms

Timings 

Reading and Annotations N/A 15 mins
Question 1
Information retrieval
4 marks

True/False 5 mins

Question 2
Summary
8 marks

2 PQICPQIs 10 mins

Question 3
Language analysis
12 marks

4-5 TQEs 12 mins

Question 4
Compare Writers’ Attitudes
16 marks

3 PETALCPETALs 18 mins

Question 5
Writing to Express a Viewpoint
40 marks
(24 marks for content and 
organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)

Approx. 2 pages
AFOREST +
SMOCQEST

10 mins planning
35 mins writing



F
O
R
E
S
T

Flattery

Opinion as fact

Rhetorical question

Emotive language

Superlative

Triples
Describing or explaining something in three 

similar ways for greater effect, e.g. this advert is 
irritating, pointless and infuriating!

The highest or lowest degree of something, e.g. 
English is the best subject; Maths is the worst.

A question that has an obvious answer, asked 
for effect.

Using facts and statistics to serve your own 
opinion/viewpoint.

Appealing to your audience through praise for 
your own purpose, e.g.  I know the more 

intelligent of you will agree with me when I 
say…

Words associated with emotions or feelings, 
e.g. the man was devastated, furious and 

horrified.

A Anecdote A short, interesting or emotional story about a 
real incident or person



P
R
O
M
I
S

Personification

Repetition

Onomatopoeia

Metaphor

Imagery

Simile

E Emotive language

Giving a human quality to a non-human object, 
e.g. the flowers danced in the rain

Recurring words or phrases used for effect

Words that sound like they mean, 
e.g. whizz, bang, woosh

When something is represented as being 
something else, 

e.g. his heart was a lonely hunter

When something is described so well it creates 
a mental image in the reader’s mind

Comparing two things using the words ‘like’ or 
‘as’, e.g. she was as timid as a mouse

Words associated with emotions or feelings, 
e.g. the man was devastated, furious and 

horrified.

A Alliteration Using the same sounds in a sentence, e.g. slimy 
slithery snake.



Language Techniques and Effects 

Technique  Example Possible effects – MAKE THESE SPECIFIC TO WHAT YOUR EXAMPLE IS ABOUT 
Rhetorical questions  Who can stand by and watch this happening?  

 
How can you help?   By donating money 
today.  

o To pose a question to the reader to make them see things from the writers 
point of view.  

o To introduce a topic.  
o To ask a question which the reader will go on to answer.  
o To make the reader stop and think seriously about the issue. 

Simple sentences  
 
 
 
 

The situation is serious.  
 
It is outrageous. 

o For emphasis  
o To show that something is simple.  
o To sound like it’s from the point of view of a child or written for children.  
o To show finality/ the end. 
o To slow down a narrative 

Minor sentences  Terror!  
Devastation.  

o to create a sense of immediacy, danger, speed, tension  
o To draw attention to an important word 

Lists  Your money will help provide communities 
with healthcare, clean water, educational 
resources and tools to make shelters. 

o To show how varied something is 
o To exaggerate 
o To demonstrate detail  
o To emphasise quantity 

Alliteration  The blast of the bomb echoed around the 
bunker. 

o To sound catchy and memorable 
o To reflect the sound that it is making eg ‘S’ for the sea or ‘R’ sound for 

thunder gun shots’ 
Repetition  It is wrong that some children in Africa have 

no education. It is wrong that they do not 
have enough to eat. It is wrong that they live 
in squalor.  

o For emphasis  
o To make a character sound simple 
o To make something sound boring  

To reiterate an important point 
Brackets Come along to our community fair today (You 

may even be lucky enough to win a delicious 
cake in the raffle!) 

o To add extra information  
o To clarify  
o To talk directly to the reader outside of the text  

Ellipsis  I was engulfed by darkness… 
 
 

o To suggest that there is more to be said on the subject 
o To demonstrate something is missing.  
o To build suspense for the reader to keep them engaged. 

Anecdotes In Uganda, little Ella has to walk for an hour 
before school to get water for her family. 

o To make the reader aware of the person behind the issue 
o To make something more emotive 



Language Techniques and Effects 

 

o To show the reader has personal experience. 
o To build a more personal relationship with the reader 

Personification The wind whispered in my ears while the 
snowflakes danced around my head. 

o To set an atmosphere/mood for the reader 
o To create vivid imagery for the reader, bringing your setting to life. 
o To emphasise a certain feeling /emotion e.g. fear, pain, happiness etc  

Rule of Three The refugees are suffering from hunger, 
disease and malnutrition. 
Third world poverty is shocking, outrageous 
and unfair. 

o To emphasise a particular point or argument. 
o To make a statement more powerful.  

 

Imperative Dip into your pockets and donate now! 
 
Sponsor a child today. 
 

o This is a command that persuades the reader to do something by not 
offering a choice. 

o It directly orders the reader to do something and could make them feel 
guilty if they do not. 

Direct Address You will be doing your bit to help tackle 
poverty. 
 
If you give your help, you could improve the 
lives of thousands 

o Talking directly to the reader establishes a personal relationship between 
text and audience and makes the reader more likely to listen. 

Superlative The famine was the worst in decades. 
 
This is the best way to make a difference. 

o To exaggerate, adding humour or making something more persuasive 
o To demonstrate the seriousness or extreme nature of a situation, 

encouraging the reader to act. 
Facts and statistics 1 million children die of malnutrition every 

day. 
28% of children in developing countries are 
seriously underweight 

o Facts and statistics are used to give the reader key information. 
o They can be used to shock the reader and make them more sympathetic to 

a cause. 

Sibilance The sea sang silently o To create a hissing sound to create atmosphere or the sound of the 
sea/breeze/waves. 

Onomatopoeia The guns let out an almighty “boom! o To recreate a sound and atmosphere through an illusion of reality. 
o It helps the reader imagine they are in the scene. 

Collective Pronouns Join us so that we can make a difference 
together 

o The use of ‘us’ and ‘we’ builds a sense of unity and collective responsibility 
to help persuade the reader to engage with the text. 



For contextualising quotes For making clear comments on effect For making comparisons linked to the GAP

• The writer uses the 
word _________ 
when referring to… 

• When describing 
__________, the 
writer states… 

• The writer describes 
_________ as… 

• Makes the reader aware of…
• Paints a vivid image of… 

which leaves the reader with 
a feeling of… 

• Persuades/convinces the 
reader to… 

• Informs the reader of… 
• Makes the reader question… 
• Makes the reader uncertain 

about… 
• Alludes to the fact that… 
• Is relatable to the reader 

because… 

• One key similarity / difference 
between the two sources is 
that source 1 uses 
____________ in order to 
persuade/describe/inform the 
reader of… 

• Both sources use _______ 
however source 1 uses it in 
order to 
inform/persuade/describe… 

P1 Q4 
P2 Q4

When analysing a text…



Point Objection Reply 
• An important factor to 

consider is…
• Another significant reason 

is…
• It is imperative to consider 

that…
• A vital fact around this 

issue is…

• With this in mind, many 
argue that…

• Many critics have stated 
that…

• There are those that argue 
by saying that…

• Those that oppose this 
have stated that…

• However we must 
remember that…

• These critics have 
neglected to consider 
that…

• This argument neglects the 
fact that…

• This may be true, but we 
must also think about …

P2 Q5



Writing skills
Writing to describe
(Q5 Paper 1)

Suggested structure for 
Q5 P1

Writing to express a viewpoint 
(Q5 Paper 2)

Suggested structure for 
Q5 P2

The first thing that struck me was...
Then suddenly I was captivated/repelled 
by...
I took in the pleasant sight of...
My nose was consumed by the 
enamouring/vulgar scent of...
My mouth filled with the 
delectable/appalling taste of...
My ears flooded with the alluring/repulsive 
sound of...
Instantly, the (adjective) (sense) sent me 
back to memories of...

1. Tiny detail
2. Set the scene using 

sensory language
3. Describe emotional 

state
4. Transformation
5. Describe emotional 

state
6. Set the scene using 

sensory language
7. Tiny detail

Despite the view that...I still believe...
I categorically believe...
I believe unequivocally...
You cannot argue with the fact that...
As a result of this...
It is imperative to understand that...
I know the more intelligent of you will 
agree with me when I say…
Surely you can see that…

1. Tiny detail / 
rhetorical intro / 
definition

2. Supporting statistics
3. Emotional anecdote
4. POR
5. Fear / hope / 

solution
6. Return to opening 

(tiny detail / 
rhetorical intro / 
definition)

Academic writing
MODIFIERS ACADEMIC VERBS CONNECTIVES

A modifier is used within a 
sentence to limit or qualify the 
meaning

Possibly…
Perhaps…
It could be argued that…
In some ways…
However…
It could be said that…
Despite the fact that…
Contrary to the popular 
belief…
Not only…

Exposes
Critiques
Challenges
Reveals
Illuminates
Highlights
Emphasises
Alludes to
Foreshadows
Subverts / Conforms

Cause and 
Effect
because
so
therefore
thus
consequently
as a result of

Contrasting
whereas
instead of
alternatively
otherwise
unlike
on the other 
hand
in contrast

Comparing
equally
in the same way
similarly
likewise
as with
like
compared with

Emphasising
above all
in particular
especially
significantly
indeed
notably
most of all



Describing 
People

Personality

Captivating: holds your interest
Villainous: unpleasant, guilty of 
criminal behaviour
Charismatic: attracts other 
people, holds people’s attention
Gregarious: sociable
Industrious: hard working
Amicable: friendly, kind
Vibrant: full of energy
Benevolent: friendly, helpful
Boisterous: enthusiastic, loud
Ostentatious: showing off how 
rich you are
Frugal: reluctant to spend 
money, always saving money
Tenacious: persistent and 
stubborn
Querulous: difficult, prone to 
arguments
Haughty: arrogant, talking down 
to people
Sagacious: wise, good 
judgement

Describing 
Places

Decrepit: old, falling apart 
usually because of age or 
neglect
Dilapidated: as above, but 
to describe a building
Arid: very dry
Barren: land that is too 
poor for plants to grow
Serene: calm and peaceful
Breath-taking: takes your 
breath away, impressive

Not bad, but…
Abhorrent: hateful
Mundane: boring
Odious: extremely unpleasant  
Obnoxious: similar to odious – extremely 
unpleasant Abominable: unpleasant, morally 
wrong
Depraved: having no morals, or bad morals
Reprehensible: deserving to be punished
Abject: extremely bad, unpleasant, degrading
Spurious: false, untrue  
Superfluous: too much, unnecessary

Not good, but…
Virtuous: having good qualities and high morals
Commendable: deserving of praise 
Awe inspiring: inspiring wonder or admiration
Astounding: impressive, memorable 
Amicable: agreeable
Exceptional: extremely good, better than expected
Reputable: having a good reputation
Auspicious: favourable, likely to be successful
Congenial: pleasing because it matches your taste

Not angry, but…
Livid, fuming, 

irate, incensed, 
furious, infuriated, 
wrathful, choleric, 

outraged

Not happy, but…
Overjoyed, jubilant, 

ecstatic, exultant, 
blissful

Not sad, but…
Devastated, wretched, 
despondent, forlorn, 

melancholy

Describing 
Emotions

Cool Verbs
Venerate: look at with great 
respect
Vindicate: free from blame
Abhor: hate
Eradicate: destroy 
completely
Emulate: follow someone 
else’s example
Enervate: cause someone to 
lack energy
Forebode: give a sense that 
something bad will happen
Abate: become less in 
amount/intensity
Retaliate: attack, in response 
to a first attack
Collaborate: work together

Appearance

Corpulent: 
overweight
Unkempt: scruffy
Haggard: looking 
exhausted or unwell
Suave: elegant
Comely: pleasant to 
look at (usually for a 
woman)
Svelte: slim and 
elegant
Curvaceous: curvy 
body shape
Lithe: thin, supple, 
graceful

Some more ambitious 
adjectives!

Plethora – many, excess
Conjecture – guess, 
assumption, speculation
Prevalent - widespread
Mediocre - unimpressive
Unequivocally / 
unquestionably - clearly
Imperative - vital
Conducive – helpful, beneficial
Perils - dangers 
Pedantic - fussy
Copious – extensive, generous
Enigma / enigmatic - mystery
Inculcate - engrain / instil
Disparity – inequality, gap
Exquisiteness – beauty, 
elegance

AMBITIOUS VOCABULARY

Capacious: has lots of space
Vacant: empty
Idyllic: happy, peaceful, 
beautiful
Picturesque: beautiful 
enough to have been painted
Sombre: dull, lacking colour
Eerie: spooky, creepy
Vast: immense, huge, lots of 
space



 

 

GCSE - AQA Style 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Paper 1  

 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Materials 
For this paper you must have: 
• Source A 

Instructions 
• Answer all questions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen 
• Fill in the boxes on this page 
• You must answer the questions in the spaces provided 
• Do not write outside the box around each page or on blank pages 
• Do all rough work in this book. Cross through any work you do not 

want to be marked. 
• You must refer to the insert booklet provided 
• You must not use a dictionary 

Information 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 
• The maximum mark of this paper is 80 
• There are 40 marks for Section A and 40 marks for Section B 
• You are reminded of the need for good English and clear 

presentation in your answers 
• You will assessed on the quality of your reading in Section A 
• You will assessed on the quality of your writing in Section B 

Advice 
• You are advised to spend about 15 minutes reading through the 

source and all five questions you have to answer 
• You should make sure you leave sufficient time to check your 

answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Extract from Animal Farm 
On a farm run by animals, the pigs are the ruthless leaders. Boxer is an old work horse who has 
collapsed through old age and exhaustion. The pigs have said that they will arrange to have Boxer 
taken to a human hospital to recuperate and the other animals believe this. However, when the 
van arrives to take Boxer away, Benjamin, a donkey and the only animal that can read, sees the 
writing on the cart’s side and announces to Clover (a horse) and the other animals that the pigs 
are actually sending Boxer to be slaughtered and turned into glue at the knacker’s yard. 
  
If he made a good recovery, Boxer might expect to live another three years, 
and he looked forward to the peaceful days that he would spend in the corner 
of the big pasture1. It would be the first time that he had had leisure to study 
and improve his mind. He intended, he said, to devote the rest of his life to 
learning the remaining twenty-two letters of the alphabet.     5 
 
However, Benjamin and Clover could only be with Boxer after working hours, 
and it was in the middle of the day when the van came to take him away. The 
animals were all at work weeding turnips under the supervision of a pig, when 
they were astonished to see Benjamin come galloping from the direction of the 
farm buildings, braying2 at the top of his voice. It was the first time that they  10 
had ever seen Benjamin excited--indeed, it was the first time that anyone had 
ever seen him gallop. "Quick, quick!" he shouted. "Come at once! They're taking 
Boxer away!" Without waiting for orders from the pigs, the animals broke off work 
and raced back to the farm buildings. Sure enough, there in the yard was a large 
closed van, drawn by two horses, with lettering on its side and a sly-looking man  15 
in a low-crowned bowler hat sitting on the driver's seat. And Boxer's stall3 was empty.  
 
The animals crowded round the van. "Good-bye, Boxer!" they chorused,  
"good-bye!"  
 
"Fools! Fools!" shouted Benjamin, prancing round them and stamping the earth with 
his small hoofs. "Fools! Do you not see what is written on the side of that van?"   20 
 
That gave the animals pause, and there was a hush. Muriel began to spell out the 
words. But Benjamin pushed her aside and in the midst of a deadly silence he read: 
 
"'Alfred Simmonds, Horse Slaughterer and Glue Boiler, Willingdon. Dealer in Hides 
and Bone-Meal. Kennels Supplied.' Do you not understand what that means? They 
are taking Boxer to the knacker's!"4        25 
 
A cry of horror burst from all the animals. At this moment the man on the box 
whipped up his horses and the van moved out of the yard at a smart trot. All the 
animals followed, crying out at the tops of their voices. Clover forced her way to 
the front. The van began to gather speed. Clover tried to stir her stout limbs to a 
gallop, and achieved a canter. "Boxer!" she cried. "Boxer! Boxer! Boxer!" And just  30 
at this moment, as though he had heard the uproar outside, Boxer's face, with the 
white stripe down his nose, appeared at the small window at the back of the van.  
 
`Boxer!' cried Clover in a terrible voice. `Boxer! Get out! Get out quickly! 



  

They're taking you to your death!' 
 
All the animals took up the cry of `Get out, Boxer, get out!' But the van was  35 
already gathering speed and drawing away from them. It was uncertain 
whether Boxer had understood what Clover had said. But a moment later his 
face disappeared from the window and there was the sound of a tremendous 
drumming of hoofs5 inside the van. He was trying to kick his way out. The time 
had been when a few kicks from Boxer's hoofs would have smashed the van  40 
to matchwood. But alas! his strength had left him; and in a few moments the 
sound of drumming hoofs grew fainter and died away. In desperation the animals 
began appealing to the two horses which drew the van to stop. `Comrades6, 
comrades!' they shouted. `Don't take your own brother to his death!' But the 
stupid brutes, too ignorant to realise what was happening, merely set back their  45 
ears and quickened their pace. Boxer's face did not reappear at the window. 
Too late, someone thought of racing ahead and shutting the five-barred gate; 
but in another moment the van was through it and rapidly disappearing down 
the road. Boxer was never seen again. 

   
  

Glossary:  
1. pasture - field  
2 braying – the cries made by donkeys 
3 stall – animal bed 
4 Knacker’s – knacker’s yard: a place where 
   animals are killed then their bodies are made 
   into glue. 
5 drumming of hoofs – hoofs are horse’s feet, 
   drumming means to bang and kick one’s feet 
    wildly. 
6 comrades – friends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section A 
Answer all questions in this section. 



  

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 
 
 Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 6.  

List four things from this part of the text about Boxer.     [4 marks]  
 
 
 

    
 Look in detail at this extract from lines 6 to 16 of the source.  

 (However, Benjamin and Clover could only be with Boxer …   … And Boxer's stall was 
empty)  

  
How does the writer use language here to show us what Benjamin felt about Boxer being 
taken away?  

  
  You could include the writer’s choice of:  

 
• words and phrases  
• language features and techniques  
• sentence forms.        [8 marks] 

 
 

 
 You now need to think about the whole of the source.   

How has the writer structured the text to develop the departure of Boxer?  
You could write about:  

  
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning   
• how and why the writer changes the focus as the extract develops 
• any other structural features that you think help to develop the departure  

[8 marks] 
 

 Focus this part of your answer on the second half of the source, from line 17 to the 
end.   

    
A teacher, having read this section of the text said: “I like how the writer helps my 
students to feel involved in this moment.  It is as if they are there on the farm watching 
the animals.”   To what extent do you agree?  

 
In your response, you could:  

• write about your own impressions of the characters  
• evaluate how the writer has created these impressions support your opinions 

with quotations from the text.      [20 marks] 
 
 
 

Section B 
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

0  1  

0  2  

0  3  

0  4  



  

Write in full sentences. 
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 

You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 
 
 
 
 
Your teacher wants you to contribute to a collection of creative 
writing. She will judge which pieces can go into the collection.    
 

Either:  Write a description suggested by this picture:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or Write a description about a pet you have or have owned that has made a strong 
impression on you           
 
(24 marks for content and organisation and 16 marks for technical accuracy)   
 

 
 

 
  
 

0  5  



English Language Paper 1 Mark Scheme  

Section A: Reading 

Question 1 – Inference  

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 
• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts  

Question 2 – Language analysis (8 marks) 

AO2  
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views 

Level Skills Descriptors 
Level 4 

Perceptive, 
detailed 

 
7-8 marks 

Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of language 
• Analyses the effects of the writer’s choices of language 
• Selects a range of judicious quotations 
• Uses sophisticated subject terminology accurately 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 

 
5-6 marks 

Shows clear understanding of language 
• Clearly explains the effects of the writer’s choices of language 
• Selects a range of relevant quotations 
• Uses subject terminology accurately 

Level 2 
Some, 

attempts 
 

3-4 marks 

Shows some understanding of language 
• Attempts to comment on the effect of language 
• Selects some relevant quotations 
• Uses some subject terminology, not always appropriately 

Level 1 
Simple, limited 

 
1-2 marks 

Shows simple awareness of language 
• Offers simple comment on the effect of language 
• Simple references or textual details 
• Simple mention of subject terminology 

Level 0 
No Marks 

No comments offered on the use of language  
Nothing to reward  



 

 

Question 3 – Structure analysis (8 marks) 

AO2  
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views 
This question assesses how the writer has structured a text. Structural features can be: at a whole text level eg. beginnings / endings /perspective shifts; at 
a paragraph level eg. topic change / aspects of cohesion; and at a sentence level when judged to contribute to whole structure 

Level  
Skills Descriptors 

Level 4 
Perceptive, 

detailed 
 

7-8 marks 

Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of structural features 
• Analyses the effects of the writer’s choice of structural features 
• Selects a range of judicious examples 
• Uses a range of subject terminology appropriately 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 

 
5-6 marks 

Shows clear understanding of structural features 
• Clearly explains the effects of the writer’s choice of structural features 
• Selects a range of relevant examples 
• Uses subject terminology accurately 

Level 2 
Some, 

attempts 
 

3-4 marks 

Shows some understanding of structural features 
• Attempts to comment on the effect of structural features 
• Selects some relevant examples 
• Uses some subject terminology, not always appropriately 

Level 1 
Simple, limited 

 
1-2 marks 

Shows simple awareness of structure 
• Offers simple comment on the effect of structure 
• Simple references or examples Simple mention of subject terminology 

Level 0 
No Marks 

No comments offered on the use of language  
Nothing to reward  

 

 



Question 4 – Evaluation (20 marks) 

AO4 
Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 
 

Level Overview statement Skills Descriptors 
Level 4 

Perceptive, detailed 
 

16-20 marks 

In this level critical evaluation 
will be perceptive and detailed 

• Critically evaluates the text in a detailed way 
• Offers examples from the text to explain views convincingly 
• Analyses effects of a range of writer’s choices 
• Selects a range of relevant quotations to validate views 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 

 
11-15 marks 

In this level critical 
evaluation will be clear and 
consistent 

• Clearly evaluates the text 
• Offers examples from the text to explain views clearly 
• Clearly explains the effect of writer’s choices 
• Selects some relevant quotations to support views 

Level 2 
Some, attempts 

 
6-10 marks 

In this level there 
will be some evaluative 
comments 

• Attempts evaluative comment on the text 
• Offers an example from the text to explain view(s) 
• Attempts to comment on writer’s methods 
• Selects some quotations, which occasionally support views 

Level 1 
Simple, limited 

 
1-5 marks 

In this level there 
will be simple personal 
comment 

• Simple evaluative comment on the text 
• Offers simple example from the text which may explain view 
• Simple mention of writer’s methods 
• Simple references or textual details 

Level 0 
No Marks 

No comments offered on the use of language  
Nothing to reward 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Section B: Writing 
 
Question 5 – Writing to describe (24 marks for content and organisation + 16 marks for technical accuracy = 40 marks) 

AO5 Content and Organisation  
Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences.  
Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 
 
Level 4  
19-24 marks  
Content is 
convincing and 
crafted;  
 
Organisation is 
structured, 
developed, 
complex and 
varied 

Upper  
Level 4  
22-24 marks  

Content  
• Communication is convincing and compelling throughout  
• Tone style and register assuredly matched to purpose, form and audience; manipulative, subtle and increasingly 
abstract  
• Extensive and ambitious vocabulary with sustained crafting of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Highly structured and developed writing, incorporating a range of integrated and complex ideas  
• Fluently linked paragraphs with seamlessly integrated discourse markers  
• Varied and inventive use of structural features  

Lower  
Level 4  
19-21 marks  

Content  
• Communication is convincing  
• Tone, style and register consistently match purpose, form and audience  
• Extensive vocabulary with evidence of conscious crafting of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Structured and developed writing with a range of engaging complex ideas  
• Consistently coherent use of paragraphs with integrated discourse markers  
• Varied and effective structural features 

 Level 3  
13-18 marks  
Content is clear 
and chosen for 
effect  
 
Organisation is 
engaging 
connected 

Upper  
Level 3  
16-18 marks  

Content  
• Communication is consistently clear and effective  
• Tone, style and register matched to purpose, form and audience  
• Increasingly sophisticated vocabulary and phrasing , chosen for effect with a range of appropriate linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Writing is engaging with a range of detailed connected ideas  
• Coherent paragraphs with integrated discourse markers  
• Effective use of structural features  



  
Lower  
Level 3  
13-15 marks  

Content  
• Communication is clear  
• Tone, style and register generally matched to purpose, form and audience  
• Vocabulary clearly chosen for effect and successful use of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Writing is engaging with a range of connected ideas  
• Usually coherent paragraphs with range of discourse markers  
• Usually effective use of structural features  

 Level 2  
7-12 marks  
Content is 
successful and 
controlled  
 
Organisation is 
linked/relevant 
and paragraphed 

Upper  
Level 2  
10-12 marks  

Content  
• Communication is mostly successful  
• Sustained attempt to match purpose, form and audience; some control of register  
• Conscious use of vocabulary with some use of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Increasing variety of linked and relevant ideas  
• Some use of paragraphs and some use of discourse markers  
• Some use of structural features  

Lower  
Level 2  
7-9 marks  

Content  
• Communicates with some success  
• Attempts to match purpose, form and audience; attempts to control register  
• Begins to vary vocabulary with some use of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Some linked and relevant ideas  
• Attempt to write in paragraphs with some discourse markers, not always appropriate  
• Attempts to use structural features 



Level 1  
1-6 marks  
Content is simple  
 
Organisation is 
simple and 
limited  

Upper  
Level 1  
4-6 marks  

Content  
• Simple success in communication of ideas  
• Simple awareness of purpose, form and audience; limited control of register  
• Simple vocabulary; simple linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• One or two relevant ideas, simply linked  
• Random paragraph structure  
• Evidence of simple structural features  

Lower  
Level 1  
1-3 marks  

Content  
• Communicates some meaning  
• Occasional sense of purpose, form and/or audience  
• Simple vocabulary  
 
Organisation  
• One or two unlinked ideas  
• No paragraphs  
• Limited or no evidence of structural features  

Level 0  
No marks  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
AO6 Technical Accuracy  
Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation  

Level 4  
13-16 mark  

• Sentence demarcation is consistently secure and accurate  
• Wide range of punctuation is used with a high level of accuracy  
• Uses a full range of appropriate sentence forms for effect  
• Uses Standard English consistently and appropriately with secure control of complex grammatical structures  
• High level of accuracy in spelling, including ambitious vocabulary  
• Extensive and ambitious use of vocabulary  

Level 3  
9-12 marks  

• Sentence demarcation is mostly secure and accurate  
• Range of punctuation is used, mostly with success  
• Uses a variety of sentence forms for effect  
• Mostly uses Standard English appropriately with mostly controlled grammatical structures  
• Generally accurate spelling, including complex and irregular words  
• Increasingly sophisticated use of vocabulary  

Level 2  
5-8 marks  

• Sentence demarcation is usually secure  
• Some control of a range of punctuation  
• Attempts a variety of sentence forms  
• Some use of Standard English with some control of agreement  
• Some accurate spelling of more complex words  
• Varied use of vocabulary 

Level 1  
1-4 marks  

• Occasional use of sentence demarcation  
• Some evidence of conscious punctuation  
• Simple range of sentence forms  
• Occasional use of Standard English with limited control of agreement  
• Accurate basic spelling  
• Simple use of vocabulary  

Level 0  
No marks  

Candidates’ spelling, punctuation etc. is sufficiently poor to prevent understanding or meaning. 
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QUESTION PAPER 

 

GCSE - AQA Style 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Paper 2 Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Materials 
For this paper you must have: 
• Source A and Source B – provided as a separate insert 

Instructions 
• Answer all questions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen 
• Fill in the boxes on this page 
• You must answer the questions in the spaces provided 
• Do not write outside the box around each page or on blank pages 
• Do all rough work in this book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked. 
• You must refer to the insert booklet provided 
• You must not use a dictionary 

Information 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 
• The maximum mark of this paper is 80 
• There are 40 marks for Section A and 40 marks for Section B 
• You are reminded of the need for good English and clear presentation in your answers 
• You will assessed on the quality of your reading in Section A 
• You will assessed on the quality of your writing in Section B 

Advice 
• You are advised to spend about 15 minutes reading through the source and all five questions you have to answer 
• You should make sure you leave sufficient time to check your answers. 
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Section A 

Answer all questions in this section. 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

 

 
Read again the first part of Source A, lines 1 to 18 
 
Choose four statements below which are TRUE. 
 

• Shade the boxes of the ones that you think are true 
• Choose a maximum of four statements 

 
 

A. Alain woke up late on the first morning 

B. The place where Alain was staying had a veranda 

C. There were fir trees on the beach 

D. The floor of the sea was covered in pebbles 

E. Alain found a deck chair at the sea’s edge 

F. To Alain, the sea sounded like a monster sipping water 

G. The roofs of the hotel bungalows were made from raffia 

H. Behind the bay were snow covered mountains 

 

[4 marks] 
 

You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question: 

The places which Alain de Botton and Mary Shelley visit are very different. 

Use details from both sources to write a summary of the differences. 

 [8 marks] 
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You now need to refer only to Source B, Shelley’s letter about her time spent 
in Germany, from line 1 to 14. 

How does Shelley use language to convey her enjoyment of her visit to the 
reader? 

 

For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A together with 
the whole of Source B. 

Compare how the writers have conveyed their different experiences and views 
about travel. 

In your answer, you could: 

• compare their different views about travel 
• compare the methods they use to convey those experiences and views 
• support your ideas with quotations from both texts 

 
 

Section B 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

Write in full sentences. 

You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 

You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 

 

 
‘Travel has limited benefits. It is absolutely right that parents should not be 
allowed to take their children out of school during term time for holidays.’  
 
Write an article for an educational website in which you argue for or against 
this statement.  

 
 

(24 marks for content and organisation,  
16 marks for technical accuracy) 

[40 marks] 
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English Language Paper 2 Mark Scheme 

Section A: Reading 

Question 1 – Information retrieval (4 marks) 

AO1 - Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas -  Select and synthesise evidence from different texts  
This assesses the first bullet point: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas   
Award 1 mark for each correct statement which is true.  
Question 2 – Summary (8 marks) 

AO1 : -Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas - Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.  
This assesses both bullet points.  

Level Skills Descriptors 
Level 4 

Perceptive, 
detailed  

7-8 marks 

Shows perceptive synthesis and interpretation of both texts: 
• Makes perceptive inferences from both texts 
• Makes judicious references/use of textual detail relevant to the focus of the question 
• Statements show perceptive differences between texts 

Level 3 
Clear, 

relevant 
  

5-6 marks 

Shows clear synthesis and 
interpretation of both texts: 
• Makes clear inferences from both texts 
• Selects clear references/textual detail relevant to the focus of the question 
• Statements show clear differences between texts 

Level 2 
Some, 

attempts 
  

3-4 marks 

Shows some interpretation from one/both texts: 
• Attempts some inference(s)from one/both texts 
• Selects some appropriate references/textual detail from one/both texts 
• Statements show some difference(s) between texts 

Level 1 
Simple, 
limited 

1-2 marks 

Shows simple awareness from one/both texts: 
• Offers paraphrase rather than inference 
• Makes simple reference/textual details from one/both texts 
• Statements show simple difference between texts 

Level 0 
No Marks 

Students in this band will not have offered any differences 
Nothing to reward 

 



Question 3 – Language (12 marks) 

AO2  
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views   
This question assesses Language ie: Words / Phrases / Language Features / Language Techniques / Sentence Forms 

Level Skills Descriptors 
Level 4 

Detailed, 
perceptive 

analysis 
10-12 marks 

Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of language: 
• Analyses the effects of the writer’s choices of language 
• Selects a judicious range of textual detail 
• Makes sophisticated and accurate use of subject terminology 

Level 3 
Clear, 

relevant 
Explanation 
7-9 marks 

Shows clear understanding of language: 
• Explains clearly the effects of the writer’s choices of language 
• Selects a range of relevant textual detail 
• Makes clear and accurate use of subject terminology 

Level 2 
Some, 

understanding 
and comment 

4-6 marks 

Shows some understanding of language: 
• Attempts to comment on the effect of language 
• Selects some appropriate textual detail 
• Makes some use of subject terminology, mainly appropriately 

Level 1 
Simple, 
limited 

Comment 
1-3 marks 

Shows simple awareness of language: 
• Offers simple comment on the effects of language 
• Selects simple references or textual details 
• Makes simple use of subject terminology, not always appropriately 

Level 0 No comments offered on the use of language 
Question 4 – Comparing Viewpoints (16 marks) 

 AO3 
Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
This question assesses Language ie: Words / Phrases / Language Features / Language Techniques / Sentence Forms 

Level Skills Descriptors 



Level 4  
Perceptive, 

detailed  
13-16 marks 

• Compares ideas and perspectives in a perceptive way  
• Analyses how writers’ methods are used  
• Selects a range of judicious supporting detail from both texts  
• Shows a detailed understanding of the different ideas and perspectives in both texts 

Level 3  
Clear, 

relevant  
9-12 marks 

• Compares ideas and perspectives in a clear and relevant way  
• Explains clearly how writers’ methods are used 
• Selects relevant detail to support from both texts 
• Shows a clear understanding of the different ideas and perspectives in both texts 

Level 2  
Some, 

attempts  
5-8 marks 

• Attempts to compare ideas and perspectives 
• Makes some comment on how writers’ methods are used 
• Selects some appropriate textual detail/references, not always supporting from one or both texts 
• Identifies some different ideas and perspectives 

Level 1  
Simple, 
limited 

 1-4 marks 

• Makes simple cross reference of ideas and perspectives 
• Makes simple identification of writers’ methods 
• Makes simple references/textual details from one or both texts 
• Shows simple awareness of ideas and/or perspectives 

 
Level 0 No 

marks 

 
No ideas offered about the differences  
Nothing to reward 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Section B: Writing 
Question 5 – Writing to express a viewpoint (24 marks for content and organisation + 16 marks for technical accuracy = 40 marks) 
AO5 Content and Organisation 
Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. 
Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 

Level  Skills Descriptors 
 

Level 4 
 

19-24 marks 
 

Compelling, 
Convincing 

 
Upper 
Level 4 
22-24 
marks 

 
Content  
• Register is convincing and compelling for audience  
• Assuredly matched to purpose  
• Extensive and ambitious vocabulary with sustained crafting of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Varied and inventive use of structural features  
• Writing is compelling, incorporating a range of convincing and complex ideas  
• Fluently linked paragraphs with seamlessly integrated discourse markers 

 
Lower 
Level 4 
19-21 
marks 

 
Content  
• Register is convincingly matched to audience  
• Convincingly matched to purpose  
• Extensive vocabulary with evidence of conscious crafting of linguistic devices 
 
Organisation  
• Varied and effective structural features  
• Writing is highly engaging, with a range of developed complex ideas  
• Consistently coherent paragraphs with integrated discourse markers 

 
Level 3 

 
13-18 marks 

 
Consistent, 

Clear 
 

 
Upper 
Level 3 
16-18 
marks 

 
Content  
• Register is consistently matched to audience  
• Consistently matched to purpose  
• Increasingly sophisticated vocabulary and phrasing, chosen for effect with a range of successful linguistic devices 
  
Organisation  
• Effective use of structural features  



• Writing is engaging, using a range of clear connected ideas  
• Coherent paragraphs with integrated discourse markers 

 
Lower 
Level 3 
13-15 
marks 

 
Content  
• Register is generally matched to audience  
• Generally matched to purpose  
• Vocabulary clearly chosen for effect and appropriate use of linguistic devices 
 
Organisation  
• Usually effective use of structural features  
• Writing is engaging, with a range of connected ideas  
• Usually coherent paragraphs with range of discourse markers 

 
Level 2 

 
7-12 marks 

 
Some 

success 

 
Upper 
Level 2 
10-12 
marks 

 
Content  
• Some sustained attempt to match register to audience  
• Some sustained attempt to match purpose  
• Conscious use of vocabulary with some use of linguistic devices  

 
Organisation  
• Some use of structural features  
• Increasing variety of linked and relevant ideas 
• Some use of paragraphs and some use of discourse markers 

 
Lower 
Level 2 

7-9 
marks 

 
Content  
• Attempts to match register to audience 
• Attempts to match purpose  
• Begins to vary vocabulary with some use of linguistic devices  
 
Organisation  
• Attempts to use structural features  
• Some linked and relevant ideas  
• Attempt to write in paragraphs with some discourse markers, not always appropriate 

 



 
Level 1 

 
1-6 marks 

 
Simple, 
Limited 

 
Upper 
Level 1 

4-6 
marks 

 
Content  
• Simple awareness of register/audience 
• Simple awareness of purpose  
• Simple vocabulary; simple linguistic devices 
 
Organisation  
• Evidence of simple structural features  
• One or two relevant ideas, simply linked  
• Random paragraph structure 

 
Lower 
Level 1 

1-3 
marks 

 

 
Content  
• Occasional sense of audience  
• Occasional sense of purpose  
• Simple vocabulary  
 
Organisation  
• Limited or no evidence of structural features  
• One or two unlinked ideas  
• No paragraphs 

 
Level 0 

No marks 

 
Students will not have offered any meaningful writing to assess 
Nothing to reward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AO6 Technical Accuracy  
Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation  

Level Skills Descriptors 
 

Level 4 
13-16 mark 

• Sentence demarcation is consistently secure and accurate  
• Wide range of punctuation is used with a high level of accuracy  
• Uses a full range of appropriate sentence forms for effect  
• Uses Standard English consistently and appropriately with secure control of complex grammatical structures  
• High level of accuracy in spelling, including ambitious vocabulary  
• Extensive and ambitious use of vocabulary  
 

 
Level 3 

9-12 marks 

• Sentence demarcation is mostly secure and accurate  
• Range of punctuation is used, mostly with success  
• Uses a variety of sentence forms for effect  
• Mostly uses Standard English appropriately with mostly controlled grammatical structures  
• Generally accurate spelling, including complex and irregular words  
• Increasingly sophisticated use of vocabulary  
 

 
Level 2 

5-8 marks 

• Sentence demarcation is usually secure  
• Some control of a range of punctuation  
• Attempts a variety of sentence forms  
• Some use of Standard English with some control of agreement  
• Some accurate spelling of more complex words  
• Varied use of vocabulary 
 

 
Level 1 

1-4 marks 

• Occasional use of sentence demarcation  
• Some evidence of conscious punctuation  
• Simple range of sentence forms  
• Occasional use of Standard English with limited control of agreement  
• Accurate basic spelling  
• Simple use of vocabulary  
 

Level 0 
No marks 

Candidates’ spelling, punctuation etc. is sufficiently poor to prevent understanding or meaning. 
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