
Paper 1: Development Dynamics 
Defining and Measuring Development Development Theories
Level of Development = a country’s wealth (measured by its GDP), and its social and political 
progress. 

Rostow’s Theory of Modernisation:                Frank’s Dependency Theory:

GDP Total value of goods and services produced (per year). (-) Only consider 
economic progress. 

Literacy Rate The % of the population aged over 15 who can read and write. (-) Only 
consider on aspect of social progress. 

HDI Calculated using 4 factors:  Life expectancy, education, length of 
schooling and GDP per capita ($PPP).  (+) A much more balanced view of 
development – looks at range of factors

Population Pyramids

Barriers to Development (Malawi) The height and width of the apex 
(top) of the pyramid gives an 
indication of the life expectancy of 
the population.

Developing
Wide Base = High BR 
Narrow Apex = Low LE1. Malawi is landlocked.  

This means it has no port to import or export goods.
Malawi desperately needs improvements to infrastructure (transport and communication) to 
develop but the government does not have enough money to invest.

Sides of the pyramid give 
information about the death rates 
of the population.

2. The impact of HIV/AIDS
Malawi 11% of Adults = infected  & 10,000s dying each year. 
Main cause of adult death and low life expectancy -> those dying are in their 20s and 30s = the 
group which are most economically important -> more poverty.
Cost of drugs is so high, only one third of people with HIV can afford to get treatment

Emerging
Wide Base = High BR 
Widening Apex = Higher LE

People can be divided into one of 
three age groups: children under 
15, adults 15–59 or 64, and elderly 
over 60 or 65

3. Trade
Role of WTO = make trade fairer to countries like Malawi, but problems still persist.
Malawi exports raw coffee beans; it could earn more by roasting them first -> However tariffs 
into the EU and the USA add over 7.5% to the price of imported roasted coffee beans. 
Therefore cheaper for coffee processing companies to roast their own beans and sell to TNCs 
e.g. Starbucks.

Developed
Narrower Base = Lower BR 
Wide Apex = High LEThe base of the pyramid shows the 

birth rate of the population.

Definitions:

Birth Rate Number of live births per 1000 people per year. Fertility Rate Average number of births per woman in a country. 

Infant Mortality Number of children per 1000 live births who dies before their first 
birthday. Death Rate Number of deaths per 1000 people per year.

Life Expectancy Average number of years a person can expect to live.

Dependency 
Ratio

Proportion of people below (aged 0-14) and above (over 65) normal working 
age. It is calculated by adding both groups together and dividing the number 
aged 15-64 (the working population), multiplied by 100. 

Maternal Mortality Number of mothers per 100,000 live births who die in childbirth.
1



Paper 1: Development Dynamics - India
Top-Down Vs Bottom Up What is India like?

Top Down =  Large scale development projects that are decided by the government
Bottom Up =  Small scale projects decided by local communities alongside NGO’s

Worlds 2nd largest population – 1.25 billion in 
2015!
Worlds 4th (Mumbai) and 5th (Kolkata) largest 
cities
Some of worlds worst urban slums housing 40 
million

Birthplace of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, 
Sikhism
Diverse
Ancient cultures – Hindu = 5000 years old!
Bollywood!

Top Down:  Sardar Sarovar Dam Bottom-Up:  ASTRA and Biogas

For water and HEP
Government decision making
Benefits:
3.5 billion litres of water provided to 
India’s cities
1.8 million hectares of farmland 
irrigated
Problems:
320,000 people forced to move
Few rural families can afford electricity 
form the scheme
Good quality farmland flooded
Weight of dam can trigger earthquakes

NGOs worked with communities to identify needs
Biogas – intermediate technology using cow dung 
to produce biogas used for electricity and 
cooking.
Benefits:
Saves time collecting wood so girls can go to 
school
Smoke free kitchens = fewer lung problems
After digestion the sludge makes better fertiliser 
for crops
Can use electricity to pump water for irrigation 
and drinking

Worlds largest democracy, 672 million people 
registered to vote in 2015
Growing global influence – part of G20 / UN

Rich biodiversity that is threatened
Land, air, water pollution, worlds 3rd largest CO2 
emitter

Urban Core Rural Periphery

Maharashtra is home to three of India's 
largest cities: Mumbai, Pune, and Nagpur.
Mumbai: home to 13 million people thriving 
business district, centre for banking, 
insurance and call centres, manufacturing 
industry Bollywood, Hub for media + 
technology. Port therefore FDI 

Average income at £251 is 25% less than 
Maharashtra at £1,011
26 of India's 100 poorest districts are in Bihar
80% of people live in rural areas
Poor education and high birth rates
58% of households have electricity

India in a Globalised World Impacts of Change in India

Social
• Later marriage and fewer 

children for educated 
urban women

• Less of a youthful 
population / dependency 
ratio

• Reduction in constraints of 
caste system in urban 
areas

• Women's literacy rate still 
lower than men but gap 
has narrowed

Environmental
• Increased access to safe 

water supplies
• 13 of the world’s top 20 

polluted cities are in India. 
(WHO report)

• The number of rivers defined 
as ‘polluted’ in India rose from 
121 to 275 between 2010 and 
2015. 

Economic
• Growing middle class (200 

million by 2020) – good 
salaries

• Leaves a billion not well 
paid!

• Clothing manufacture is 
largest - $300 billion

• BUT poor wages and 
working conditions for 
factory workers

BT in India

Reasons for BT setting up in Bangalore: 
-Operating costs are 10-60% lower than the UK.
-Salaries are around £1200 per year instead of 
£12,000.
-Workers more willing to work 9-hour shifts. 
-Developments in ICT have allowed fast clear 
communication

(+)Jobs created in tech firms
(+)Silicon valley attracts professional workers 
AND tech firms
(-)Top graduates taken away from services like 
doctors and teachers which would benefit 
society more
(-)Decision made elsewhere + profits leak 
elsewhere

Economic Liberalisation Transport FDI

Definition When a country’s economy is 
given the freedom of a ‘market 
economy’, consumers and 
companies decide what people 
buy based on demand.

Moving goods
around

TNCs invest in new 
factories and 
infrastructure in a 
country so they can make 
goods there using cheap 
labour.

What has changed India’s government encouraged 
foreign investment (money and 
factories from foreign
companies):
• Reduced import tariffs (a 

tax on goods sold in India)
• Reduced controls on 

money (companies can 
move money around)

• Reduced taxes on profits

More efficient 
and larger 
containers
Aircraft 
technology

After 1991 the 
government encouraged 
FDI
By 2005 India second
only to China in overseas 
investment!
Investment in:
• Telecoms
• Services – IT, 

research & 
development, call 
centres

How helps 
globalisation / 
economic growth

Companies now wanted to 
locate in and trade with India.  
Increased trade, increased 
employment, economic 
development!

Much cheaper 
and easier for 
countries to 
trade

Makes India a very 
attractive place for 
businesses to locate and 
do business 2


